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KUWAIT: Al-Ardha, or ‘Dance of War,’ is considered one of the inherited traditions of the Arabian desert known to the people of the Arab Peninsula and the Gulf. It is now performed during most events and national celebrations. Performers 
dance to drum beats while swinging their raised swords and singing nationalist songs. (Source: A total of commemorative printed images to the Ministry of Information in the 1960s and 1970s. Researched by Mohammed Zakaria Abu El-
Ella, Researcher in Heritage, the Ministry of Information)

By Mariam-Joyce DSouza 
 

Under the pleasant norms of everyday-life, 
beneath the veneer of culture and civiliza-
tion, one of the  bitterest and most sadistic 

intangible wars of modern history, is being fought – 
the battle against COVID-19. 

Who would have thought that we – the children 
of the 21st century – would be living under ‘lock-
down’; having 12-hour curfews, rationing onions and 
potatoes for lunch, being afraid to drive out in the 
streets, deciding between a dish of plain pasta with 
just a hint (literally) of basil or a bowl of steamed, 
white, long-grained basmati rice with a dash of 
tomato ketchup, not being able to taste that first sip 
of a piping-hot chai-karak or inhale the aroma of a 
double-shot espresso, to begin the day!  Talking 
about ‘day’ – day is night, and night is day, all jum-
bled-up into one relentless existence. 

Some might say that life during COVID-19 is be-
coming tiresome and unpleasant. If you do not die 
from the horrible symptoms of the disease, then 
starving to death could be a likely possibility.  All in 
all, it is a surreal experience.  A bizarre turn of 
events. A colossal loss of lives. Our days are filled 

with idle tots, nights with morbid thoughts.  When 
is that ray of sunshine going to peak out of the 
clouds? When indeed! 

This coronavirus (our companion today) was first 
detected in China in late 2019.  Gradually, it began 
to spread and today, almost four months later, more 
than 185 countries have been hit.  Although the tire-
less corona has run its course in China (and lock-
downs have been lifted), it is not showing any signs 
of abating anywhere else.  Countries, China in-
cluded, are yet to see a semblance of normality in 
and around.  This ‘normality’ is another kind of ‘ab-
normality’ which may soon be the norm of everyday 
life.  Who knows! 

The bright side of this ‘relentless existence’ – and 
a ‘bright side’ there is!  A long, long holiday with ac-
tually plenty to do if you look at it positively.  I do 
tell myself – what is in God’s control, He will take of 
it.  Leave it to Him.  After all, dear corona’s threat-
ening attitude and unpredictable behavior is in His 
control.  However, we should do our best, which is 
practicing social-distancing, following the curfew 
and lockdown rules, wearing a mask and gloves 
when out, commitment to hygiene, etc, and God will 
do the rest.  Have faith dear readers, have faith. 
‘Faith’ is that beautiful feeling that will make you 
recognize the silver lining encircling each fluffy 
cloud, especially when it rains, and direct your sight 
to identify the individual colours of the magnificent 
and glorious rainbow – the brightness of red, vivid-
ness of orange, glare of yellow,  illumination of 

green,  lustre of blue, brilliance of indigo and the 
shimmering waves of violet.  

Every one of us has heard the adage – Life is full 
of ‘ups’ and ‘downs.’  This is the period of ‘downs.’  
And we have also heard – ‘however bad it looks, 
something good will come out of it.’  Let us await 
the ‘good’ together because for sure, it will follow 
soon.  God never forsakes. 

One of the positive things of this period is the 
free time we have on our hands. And so I put my 
mind and fingertips to use – researching.  Did you 
know that during the Black Death, no one was left 
to work the land and grow food - whole villages 
were wiped-out?  Life was untenable.  It is said that 
by 1350, the Black Death had run its course in Eng-
land alone. There was no particular reason why it 
came to an end, other than it simply ran out of vic-
tims to claim!  

Al-Humdulillah - that is not what we are facing 
here.  This Ramadan, let us learn to share, practice 
care, pray, prevent our thoughts and actions from 
going astray, not walk in the air, but for our loved 
ones and community, be there.  

— Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center 
aims to empower Kuwait’s expats through social 
and educational services that promote a positive 
and productive role in society, and to facilitate op-
portunities for intra- and interfaith interactions that 
promote social solidarity. For more information, 
please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:  
info@tiescenter.net. 

Living COVID-19 
in turbid 2020 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti movie ALGA’AILA, for the 
young Kuwaiti director Abdullah Al-Henayyan was re-
cently nominated to take part in the European Short 
Film Festival. In this regard, LOYAC’s chairperson 
Fare’a Al-Saqqaf expressed her joy with the achieve-
ment, deeming it an addition to the history of the 
Kuwaiti film industry. “We congratulate the film makers 
and promise to continue supporting Kuwaiti and Arab 
youth in every field, namely arts,” she said. 

Director Henayyan expressed his happiness for 
qualifying for the European Short Film Festival compe-
tition due to be held in May 2021 in Amsterdam. “I can-
not describe my feelings towards this gigantic step in 
a career I chose despite studying mechanical engineer-
ing, because direction is my passion,” Henayyan 
stressed. 

Further, Henayyan added that his relation with cin-
ema started through LAPA workshops after which he 
started writing scripts and directing them. “We pro-
duced four films through the workshop and then my 
film won the award at the FAD festival organized by 
LAPA last December,” he noted. 

Commenting on the movie camp organized by LAPA 
in collaboration with LOYAC Lebanon,  media figure 
Nadia Ahmed said: “This is the fourth version of the 
film industry camp; two were held in Kuwait and two 
in Lebanon through which we focus on nurturing new 
talented movie makers. Participants’ numbers and levels 
have been improving and increasing in writing, direct-
ing, editing and photography. We aspire to train all 
young talents and produce short films.” 

Ahmed added that both Kuwaiti and Lebanese 

youth are eager to study cinema. She added that 
ALGA’AILA film attracted attention and won the first 
award in the last camp. “Henayyan is an ambitious 
young Kuwaiti director and his film talks about an old 
Kuwaiti myth about ‘Hemarat Algailah,’” she said. “The 
fact that the film was nominated for an international 
festival reflects the success of LAPA movies camps.” 

“I studied cinema in South California University and 
applied the same training methodology for five months 
in LAPA to provide trainees with professional levels 
equal to Masters degrees as if they have already trav-
elled and studied there,” Ahmed explained, adding that  
LOYAC helps young trainees attend international fes-
tivals and communicate with international platform like 
Netflex to gain more experience and have access to a 
larger audience. 

Kuwaiti movies nominated for European Short Film Festival 

Abdullah Al-Henayyan The film’s poster. From the film camp in Lebanon. 

KUWAIT: Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-
Sabah participates in the virtual meeting. — KUNA 

JEDDAH: Chairman and Director General of Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-
Ibrahim Al-Sabah said recently that news agencies, par-
ticularly those of Islamic countries, have proven their 
capacities as main media source for disseminating facts 
and combating rumors. Sheikh Mubarak was addressing 
inauguration of the first virtual meeting of the Union of 
OIC News Agencies (UNA or UNA-OIC), themed, “Role 
of Islamic news agencies for backing efforts to combat 
the coronavirus pandemic.” 

Despite difficult circumstances and crippling preven-
tive measures taken by states throughout the world for 
facing the pandemic, the Islamic news agencies have 
succeeded in affirming their presence and effectiveness 
as a main and distinctive media source, he said. He fur-
ther noted that the Islamic news agencies have over-
come various obstacles for delivering their message, 
credibly and objectively, for assuring peoples and com-
bat rumors and false news. KUNA which “I am honored 
to shoulder reponsibility of has been up to the level of 
the event since the start, thus playing an effective na-
tional role to back up the precautions that have been 
taken by the State of Kuwait in implementation of direc-
tions by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,” Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij stated. 

KUNA chief has affirmed that he has been in conti-
nous contact with various State apparatuses and insti-
tutions to obtain information from main and authenitc 
sources. Moreover, it has contributed to transmitting in-
ternational news from main sources and covered with 
professionalism and credibility events in various States. 
Moreover, he added, the Kuwaiti news agency has cov-
ered and publicized contacts that have been conducted 
by the state with various states and international organ-
izations for fighting the pandemic. He prayed to His 
Almighty for relieving human race of the pandemic that 
has spread horror and inflicted damage and losses 
throughout the globe. — KUNA 

Other participants in the virtual meeting. 
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