
Tuesday, May 19, 2020

7
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

      News in brief

Nigeria seizes UK plane  
 
LAGOS: Nigeria has seized a British plane for flouting 
a travel ban imposed as part of measures to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus pandemic, the aviation minis-
ter said Sunday. Flair Aviation, the airline involved, was 
authorized to conduct humanitarian flights but was 
caught operating commercial flights, Hadi Sirika said on 
his Twitter account. “This is callous!” he wrote. “The 
craft is impounded, the crew being interrogated. There 
shall be maximum penalty. Wrong time to try our 
resolve.” There was no immediate reaction on Sunday 
from either the company or the British embassy on the 
matter. Nigeria has shut its airports and airspace since 
March to contain COVID-19, which has so far infected 
5,621 people and claimed 176 lives there. —AFP 
 

Iran deaths hit 6,988  
 
TEHRAN: Iran said Friday it had recorded nearly 7,000 
deaths from the novel coronavirus, warning of infection 
clusters in new regions after it partially eased lockdown 
measures. Health ministry spokesman Kianoush Jahanpour 
said the COVID-19 illness had claimed a further 51 lives 
over 24 hours into Sunday. The ministry raised the overall 
death toll to 6,988 since Iran announced its first fatalities in 
the Shiite pilgrimage city of Qom in February. Jahanpour 
warned that cases were rising “in the province of Lorestan, 
and to some extent in Kermanshah, Sistan and Baluchistan”. 
“Khuzestan province is still in a critical situation,” he added. 
The southwestern province has become Iran’s new coron-
avirus focal point, with the most critical “red” ranking on 
the country’s colour-coded risk scale. It is the only region 
so far where authorities have reimposed business lock-
downs after a country-wide relaxation in April. —AFP 
 

Madagascar’s virus death 
 
ANTANANARIVO: Madagascar on Sunday 
announced the first death of a patient suffering from 
novel coronavirus, a 57-year-old hospital worker, nearly 
two months after the virus was first detected in the 
Indian Ocean island nation. The man who was a car park 
attendant at a hospital in the eastern city of Toamasina 
died on Saturday, professor Hanta Vololontiana, an offi-
cial from the anti-coronavirus task team said. He had 
underlying diabetes and high blood pressure before he 
was infected. The island which has reported 304 cases 
has hit the headlines over a home-grown herbal concoc-
tion that President Andry Rajoelina claims can cure peo-
ple infected with the virus. In an address to the nation on 
public television, Rajoelina said the patient was too sick 
to be administered with the herbal remedy.  —AFP  
 

Cuomo takes virus test  
 
NEW YORK: New York Governor Andrew Cuomo on 
Sunday took a coronavirus test during his televised brief-
ing and urged any fellow New Yorkers with symptoms or 
having been exposed to the virus to follow his example. 
“You don’t have to be New York tough to take that test,” 
he said during the live broadcast of his popular daily brief-
ing. Cuomo’s sometimes folksy and often informative brief-
ings have been followed by thousands of viewers since 
New York emerged as a COVID-19 hotspot in the US, 
with more than 350,000 cases and more than 22,000 
confirmed deaths. “You have to be smart, united, disci-
plined; you have to love yourself, your family, New 
Yorkers,” he said, after a nurse in protective gown, mask 
and face shield had Cuomo close his eyes while she insert-
ed a nasal swab to take a sample. “If I am not here tomor-
row, that means I tested positive,” the governor quipped. 
He has been tested several times previously, he said, but 
never before the public. —AFP  

PARIS: Deaths from the new coronavirus in France 
passed 28,000 Sunday, the health ministry 
announced, as officials tried to contain outbreaks in 
two abattoirs. The latest daily toll, of 483, the 
largest in several weeks, was made up mainly of 
deaths in care homes: 429 deaths, compared to only 
54 in hospital. Those numbers took France’s total 
number of deaths from the virus to 28,108. France’s 
health directorate, the DGS, was not able to tell AFP 
why there had been a sudden rise in the figures for 
deaths at care homes. The figures had been updat-
ed from those provided by the regional health 
authorities, they said. The figure for care home 
deaths have been corrected several times in recent 
days, reflecting the challenges officials face in col-
lecting and collating the data. 

 
Abattoir ‘clusters’  
Health officials mean-

while were battling to 
contain two outbreaks of 
the virus at abattoirs that 
are so far known to have 
infected around a hun-
dred people. One abattoir 
is in the central Val de 
Loire region near the city 
of Orleans. The other is in 
the northwestern region 
of Brittany. Regional health officials said 63 of the 
209 workers at the Breton slaughterhouse had so 
far tested positive for the virus. At the slaughter-
house in Fleury-les-Aubrais, near Orleans, officials 
there said they had detected a “cluster” of 34 cases 
among the 400 workers. Another 40 were tested on 
Sunday with others following on Tuesday.  

“According to the company’s human resources 
department, there were masks, gels, temperature 
readings at the entrance to the slaughterhouse and it 
seems that the protocol was followed,” said regional 
prefect Pierre Pouessel. The overall picture in 
France, however, with a continuing fall in both hospi-

tal deaths and admissions for the virus, was better 
news. Four regions, in the north and the east of the 
country - including the Paris region - account for 74 
percent of the number of people being treated in 
hospital. Since the virus arrived in France, 98,569 
people have been hospitalized, of whom 17,500 had 
to be treated in intensive care. More thatn 61,000 
have recovered and been allowed home. 

 
Car hazard lights  

Catholics in France’s virus hit east on Sunday 
gathered for their first mass in weeks, praying and 
singing hymns from the relative safety of their cars. 
Some 500 believers gathered in Chalons-en-
Champagne in about 200 cars parked at least a 
meter from one another outside the city’s main 

exhibition hall.  “It is a tri-
umph of life,” bishop 
Francois Touvet told AFP, 
adding that the initiative 
was a first for France and 
went ahead only after the 
authorities gave special 
permission. 

It was held on the sev-
enth day of a progressive 
easing of France’s strict 
lockdown instituted in 
mid-March to brake the 

spread of the virus which has killed more than 
28,000 people in France. Under new, looser regula-
tions, people are allowed to leave their homes and 
travel up to 100 kilometers. But gatherings of more 
than 10 people remain prohibited as the country 
seeks to progressively get back to normal without 
unleashing a new infection wave. At Sunday’s serv-
ice in eastern France, hard hit by coronavirus, strict 
rules applied. Cars were checked at the entrance to 
ensure each occupant was wearing a mask and had 
access to virus-killing hand gel. 

No more than four people were allowed per car, 
and no-one was allowed to get out. At the front of 

the car park, a pulpit complete with a cross and a 
statue of the Virgin Mary had been erected on a 
truck trailer, from where Touvet delivered his ser-
mon over a microphone. At the foot of the stage, a 
dozen priests and deacons sat arranged in a semi-
circle, their chairs carefully spaced a safe distance 
from each other. Worshippers who wished to 
receive communion were asked to switch on their 
car’s hazard lights, and to clean their hands with 
sanitizing gel.  

Priests wearing face masks, their hands also dis-
infected, then went around from car to car. “Clean 

hands give the communion, clean hands receive it,” 
said Touvet. “An exceptional measure for an excep-
tional situation.” For Marie-Lorene, a 21-year-old 
resident of Chalons-en-Champagne, the mass was 
an opportunity to pray “for all those who have died 
of coronavirus for all those who fight against coron-
avirus and then for all the people who help the 
sick”. Touvet told the faithful they would celebrate 
Pentecost together at the end of the month, either in 
church, “or here again”, to worship “in this world 
wounded and overwhelmed by a small, invisible 
virus”. —Agencies

Faithful flash car hazard lights for communion at mass

France’s death toll passes  
28,000, virus hits abattoirs

PARIS: French policemen disperse people sitting on the stairs in front of Le Sacre Coeur in Paris on 
the first weekend after France eased lockdown measures taken to curb the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic. —AFP

Burundi: A poor  
country wracked  
by ethnic conflict 

 
NAIROBI: The small, central African country of 
Burundi is one of the poorest in the world, with a 
history of political crises and ethnic massacres and 
a long civil war. Here are some key facts about the 
nation of 11 million people ahead of its May 20 first 
round presidential election. 

 
Third poorest in world  

Landlocked and situated in Africa’s Great 
Lakes region, Burundi is one of the continent’s 
smallest nations at 27,834 square kilometers 
(10,747 square miles), and one of its most dense-
ly populated. Green and fertile, it is nevertheless 
one of the three poorest countries in the world, 
with 75 percent of its population living below the 
poverty line, according to the World Bank. The 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization esti-
mates 1.7 million are in chronic severe food inse-
curity. Very mountainous, it often suffers from 
landslides. Farming forms the backbone of the 
economy, with coffee and tea employing 80 per-
cent of the population and accounting for 40 
percent of gross domestic product. Burundi has 
rare earth minerals essential to technological and 
military products. The political capital is Gitega 

and the economic capital Bujumbura. 
 

Massacres, coups, war   
Ethnic Hutus make up 85 percent of the popula-

tion and Tutsis 14 percent. Tensions between Hutus 
and Tutsis have boiled over repeatedly since inde-
pendence from former colonial power Belgium in 
1962. In 1972 a failed Hutu-led uprising against the 
Tutsi-dominated leadership sparked a wave of 
massacres of Hutus, which left, according to differ-
ent estimates, between 100,000 and 300,000 
dead. In 1976 a military coup brought Jean-
Baptiste Bagaza to power. In 1987 he was over-
thrown and Pierre Buyoya, another Tutsi military 
officer, became head of state. In 1988 new mas-
sacres left between 5,000, according to an official 
toll, and 50,000 dead. The assassination in 1993 of 
first Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye, in a coup 
fomented by Tutsi soldiers triggered a civil war 
between the Tutsi-dominated army and Hutu rebels. 
The civil war lasted until 2006 despite several 
peace deals, notably one signed in Tanzania in 
2000, several years before the two main rebel 
groups laid down arms. The war left nearly 
300,000 dead, mainly civilians, and it ruined the 
economy. 

 
Political crisis   

Burundi, ruled since 2005 by former Hutu rebel 
chief Pierre Nkurunziza, has been mired in political 
crisis since he announced in 2015 that he would run 
for a third term. The opposition said this would vio-
late the constitution and jeopardise deals ending 

the civil war. A clampdown on demonstrations and 
Nkurunziza’s re-election that year failed to stem 
violence and massive rights abuses intensified. 
Around 1,200 were killed and more than 400,000 
displaced up to May 2017, according to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), which has 
launched an investigation into suspected crimes 
against humanity. In 2018 Nkurunziza surprised 
observers by announcing he would not stand in the 
forthcoming election. Burundi is listed 160th out of 
180 countries for press freedom by Reporters 
Without Borders. —AFP 

GITEGA: A supporter holds a picture of Agathon 
Rwasa, presidential candidate of the main opposition 
party the National Congress for Liberty (CNL), during 
the last day of the campaign in Gitega, central 
Burundi. —AFP

France a sought-after  
country for Rwandan  
genocide suspects 

 
PARIS: The arrest of Felicien Kabuga, one of the 
last key fugitives wanted over the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide, in a suburb of Paris has raised some diffi-
cult questions for France. Those committed to get-
ting justice for the genocide victims want to know 
how fugitives such as Kabuga find refuge in France 
- and why it took so long to track him down. 

Kabuga, now 84, faces trial at an international tri-
bunal after his arrest on Saturday. He is accused of 
being one of the organizers and financiers of the 
genocide carried out by ethnic Hutu extremists 
against Tutsis but also moderate Hutus between 
April and July 1994, in which at leasIntt 800,000 
people were slaughtered. According to the UN 
indictment filed against him, Kabuga - once one of 

Rwanda’s richest men - used his fortune and busi-
ness empire to facilitate the killings. “Kabuga arrest-
ed, and arrested in France! It’s a thunderbolt, quite 
extraordinary!” said Alain Gauthier, co-founder of 
the Collective of Civil Parties for Rwanda (CPCR). 

For 23 years, Gauthier and his Franco-Rwandan 
wife Dafroza - who lost several members of her 
family in the genocide — have been gathering evi-
dence against those they say are responsible. In 
2001, they founded the CPCR to bring before the 
French courts anyone suspected of having taken 
part in the genocide and who, they say, often found 
refuge in France all too easily. The Gauthiers have 
given the courts information on some 30 suspects 
who have taken refuge in France, but only three 
cases have led to convictions, with the investiga-
tions often interminably slow to reach court. 

 
France’s dispute role in Rwanda  

France’s role before, during and after the geno-
cide remains a matter of substantial 
controversy. One of the most fiercely disputed 

issues has been the military aid France gave to the 
regime of Rwandan president Juvenal Habyarimana, 
a Hutu, who ruled from 1973 until his April 1994 
assassination, which triggered the genocide. In April 
last year, President Emmanuel Macron pledged to 
open the state archives on Rwanda from 1990 to 
1994 to a committee of experts in a bid to help track 
down any suspects living in France. The committee 
is currently working on its report. 

For Rwanda, one such person is Habyarimana’s 
widow, Agathe. She has been accused of being a 
member of the inner circle of Hutus who planned 
and carried out the genocide. For Pierre 
Nsanzimana, who runs Ibuka France, a support 
group for survivors of the genocide, Kabuga’s 
arrest is “really massive news”. But that did not, he 
said, stop them asking questions about what pro-
tection Kabuga might have enjoyed - and how he 
could have been hiding out in France for so long. 
Florent Piton, a researcher at the University of 
Paris who specialises in Rwanda, has studied just 
this question. —AFP 

Authorities try  
to avoid a new  
infection wave

Jihadist influence  
growing in volatile 
northwest Nigeria 

 
LAGOS: Nigerian jihadist groups are gaining sway in 
the restive northwest and the region could become a 
“land bridge” to Islamists across the Sahel, the 
International Crisis Group warned 
yesterday. Northwestern Nigeria has been wracked by 
years of insecurity involving clashes between rival 
communities over land, attacks by heavily-armed crimi-
nal gangs and reprisal killings by vigilante groups. 

The violence has left an estimated 8,000 people 

dead since 2011 and displaced over 200,000, the 
Brussels-based research group said in a report 
released yesterday. “As security has deteriorated, the 
region has steadily come under the renewed influence 
of jihadist groups, which have also stepped up attacks 
on security forces,” it said.  “The spike in jihadist 
activity in the North West has raised fears that the 
region could soon become a land bridge connecting 
Islamic insurgencies in the central Sahel with the 
decade-old insurgency in the Lake Chad region of 
north-eastern Nigeria.” 

Nigeria has suffered from a 10-year conflict with 
fighters from the Boko Haram group and its splinter 
factions in the northeast of the country that has left 
over 36,000 people dead. Officials have during the 
past year sounded the alarm over signs of the growing 
jihadist influence among the numerous armed groups 
in the northwest.  “Two Boko Haram offshoots are 

making inroads into the region, where they are forging 
tighter relationships with aggrieved communities, 
herder-affiliated armed groups and criminal gangs,” 
the report said.   

One of the factions is an al-Qaeda linked outfit 
known as Ansaru that broke off from the main Boko 
Haram group in 2012 and was widely seen as dormant 
after being dismantled by security forces. The second 
splinter is the Islamic State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP), which has become a dominant force in the 
northeast of Nigeria after declaring allegiance to the 
Islamic State group in 2016. Both Ansaru and ISWAP 
have been sending supplies and clerics to the northwest 
and started claiming credit for attacks in the region, the 
report said. In a sign of Ansaru’s growing menace the 
Nigerian police announced a major operation against 
the group in February in which it claimed to have killed 
250 fighters. —AFP 


