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This handout image released courtesy of 15|40 Productions shows a conceptual render-
ing of press interview pens separated by plexiglass for red-carpet arrival events. 

—AFP photos 

Face masks are rare and social distances vary but 
the human chain spreads out, braving the risk of 
infection, as activists in Oslo make a last-ditch 

bid to save a building adorned with artwork designed 
by Spanish master painter Pablo Picasso. Damaged in 
rightwing extremist Anders Behring Breivik’s July 2011 
attacks, the “Y Block”, a government building complex 
named for its shape and completed in 1969, is due to 
be demolished any day now. On its grey cement walls 
are two Picasso drawings, sandblasted by Norwegian 
artist Carl Nesjar, who collaborated with the 
Spaniard. 

On the facade facing the street, “The Fishermen” 
depicts three men hauling their oversized catch on 
board their boat. In the lobby, “The Seagull” shows the 
bird, its wings spread wide, devouring a fish. Etched in 
the Spanish painter’s childlike strokes, the two works 
will be cut out and relocated to new government 
buildings due to be built in the central Oslo neighbor-
hood. But not everyone is okay with that plan. 

“We’re going to be kicking ourselves for years,” 
blasts Erik Lie, one of the 200 or so Norwegians who 
have come to protest against the demolition on this 
freezing May morning, one link in the human chain in 
front of the building. “I hope it’s not too late,” he says, 
his orange woolly hat reading “Let Y Stand”, before 
adding fatalistically: “But this will probably be a pile of 
rubble soon.”  

Symbol of democracy  
Because of the new coronavirus, protesters are 

linked by meter-long ribbons in a bid to keep them at a 
safe distance from one another. Energized by their 
despair, they still harbor dreams of ripping the build-
ing from the bulldozers’ claws.  But behind them, 
beyond the high fences, the sound of metal saws sug-
gests the preparations are well underway. According 
to Statsbygg, the public agency in charge of oversee-
ing the demolition, the murals are to be dismantled 
before the end of spring. 

The nearby “H Block” building, built in the late 
1950s and which has three other Picasso murals, was 
home to the prime minister’s offices until Breivik blew 
up a van loaded with 950 kilos (2,100 pounds) of 
explosives at its base. “H Block” will be renovated and 
will continue to tower over the new ministry buildings. 
For some, the symbolism is inevitable: these buildings 
remain standing, despite Breivik’s attempts to bring 
them — and democracy — down. “Y Block is an iconic 
building in Oslo that has survived a terrorist attack and 
now the government wants to tear it down. And 
nobody can actually give a good argument for why 
they should,” says Tone Dalen, one of the figurehead of 
the protests. The government meanwhile insists that 
the demolition of “Y Block” to make space for new 
buildings was a difficult but necessary decision. “It will 
improve security and accessibility for cyclists and 

pedestrians, and will provide a more open and greener 
space, as well as offices suited to the future ministries,” 
said Modernisation Minister Nikolai Astrup. 

Too late  
“The Fishermen” and “The Seagull” — whose exis-

tence many Norwegians were unaware of until the 
question of their relocation arose — are supposed to 
be made more visible to the public in their future loca-
tion. “A lot of people think that it’s Picasso that 
deserves to be preserved but it’s also the architecture 
and the interaction between ‘Y Block’ and ‘H Block’, the 
history that it represents,” insists Erik Lie. “These are 
monuments that illustrate the rebuilding of Norway 
after the war, and everything that I associate with the 
development of modern society,” he says. 

With their drab appearance, the buildings’ aesthetic 
qualities may be debated but supporters insist that 
you cannot destroy everything you don’t like. “Maybe 
we don’t find it beautiful today, but perhaps in 30 
years we’ll think the opposite,” notes Cecilie 
Geelmuyden, a 50-year-old civil servant and protest 
supporter. Despite a growing number of protests in 
recent weeks, the demolition process now appear irre-
versible. At the end of August, the Oslo district court is 
to consider a request to have the demolition declared 
illegal. But that will be too late, in all likelihood.  As Lie 
predicts, by then, “Y Block” will probably be nothing 
more than a pile of rubble.—AFP  

Last-ditch bid to save Oslo building with Picasso murals 

A picture shows protest posters in front of a govern-
ment-building adorned with Picasso murals in Oslo 
during a demonstration in a last-ditch effort to try to 
save a government-building adorned with Picasso 
murals.—AFP  

Police in Australia are hunting a man who took a 
late-night tour of a closed Sydney museum, 
posing for selfies with a dinosaur skull before 

making off with a cowboy hat and a picture. The 
intruder climbed up scaffolding into The Australian 
Museum at around 1:00 am last Sunday and went on 
a leisurely wander through the empty building, local 
police said. “He was in there for about 40 minutes... 
he certainly enjoyed his night at the museum,” New 
South Wales Police Detective Chief Inspector Sean 
Heaney said Friday. Security cameras caught the man 
taking photos with displays, posing with his head 
inside the jaws of a Tyrannosaurus skull and search-
ing cupboards. 

The man eventually left the museum with the hat 
and a picture from a wall, officers said. The Australian 
Museum has been closed since last year for renova-
tions and police believe the refurbishment work made 
his entry easier. Other museums and galleries around 
Australia are also closed as part of coronavirus shut-
downs. “It’s very serious, we shouldn’t make light of 
this,” Heaney said, as he appealed for witnesses to 
help catch the man. “We’re lucky he hasn’t damaged 
any historical artifacts or anything that is expensive in 
there.”—AFP  

Intruder snaps  
selfies in closed 
Australian museum 

Red-carpet premieres are the pinnacle of any new 
Hollywood blockbuster’s publicity blitz. Their A-
list entourages, elbow-to-elbow fans and show-

biz photographers vying for the perfect snaps of glam-
orous stars, are also a nightmare for social distancing. 
But with California coronavirus restrictions easing, and 
major movies like “Tenet” eyeing July release dates, 
Tinseltown’s marketing gurus are scrambling for ways 
to safely roll out those carpets once again. “Prior to 
what we’re going through, it was about getting a lot of 
attention and getting big crowds to come together and 
sharing with as many people as possible to help 
spread the excitement,” said Elizabeth Tramontozzi, of 
leading Hollywood event planners 15|40 Productions. 

“It’s going to be massively different moving for-
ward,” she told AFP. Her company, which built an epic 
“Game of Thrones” set in New York for last year’s 
series finale and has launched Disney movies with 
extravagant premieres on Hollywood Boulevard, has 
spent the lockdown drawing up new designs. These 
include plexiglass barriers between journalists and 
stars, screened-off “pods” for interviews via video link, 
and drop-off zones where pre-selected fans appear on 
LED screens to engage with actors. Entourages will be 
asked to enter socially-distanced theaters via “bypass 
lanes” that free up the red carpet for the stars alone. 
Temperature checks for all guests are being consid-
ered, while fans would be physically barred from 
attending. “We need to enclose ourselves first so that 
there is no gathering on sidewalks and people watch-
ing,” said 15|40 president Craig Waldman.  With every-
one left surrounding the carpet spaced out, “the car-
pet’s just going to be a little wider and the carpet’s 

going to be a little bit longer,” he added. 
 

ʻHope it happensʼ  
Even so, publicists do not expect lavish Los 

Angeles after-premiere parties — and their crowded 
open bars and buffets — to return for several months, 
or possibly until a vaccine emerges. Pop-up immersive 
experiences, a growing part of the Hollywood hype 
machine, may also need a rethink, with the focus now 
solely on building awareness rather than drawing 
crowds. More immediately, with streaming giants such 
as Netflix and Amazon continuing to launch major 
titles during lockdown, “virtual” press junkets in which 
interviews are conducted entirely online are growing 

in popularity. 
15|40 has created a mobile studio in a trailer which 

can be carted between movie stars’ homes, fitted out 
with the branding of whichever film or television show 
is being launched. The firm has even drawn up plans 
for “drive-in” premieres, where celebrities park up in 
the front row or sit on branded picnic blankets to 
interact with fans via camera link. Still, almost all of this 
year’s biggest blockbusters have been delayed until 
traditional movie theaters reopen, and publicists are 
itching to get back to famous venues such as 
Hollywood Boulevard’s TCL Chinese Theatre for their 
launch events. “Let’s be honest, people are tired of 
being at home,” said Waldman. 

While glitzy premieres might jar at a time when 
people are dying and unemployment is soaring, major 
entertainment and sport events can provide a welcome 
distraction for stir-crazy fans, he added. “People right 
now are kind of starving for something to make their 
life feel normal.” The big test will be Warner Bros.’ 
“Tenet,” the latest mega-budget thriller from director 
Christopher Nolan (“Inception,” “The Dark Knight,”) 
who has reportedly pushed hard for it to be the first 
Hollywood blockbuster back in theaters. Tellingly, its 
July 17 US release date has yet to shift. “I really hope it 
happens — we know there’s a lot of eyes on it, and 
we’re excited by it,” said Waldman, who is working on 
the premiere. “We spent a lot of time to create the 
plans we’ve created, to make an environment that’s 
safe for the studio, for the press, and for the talent... 
We all want to go back to work as well.”—AFP  

 
 

Hollywood hype machine plots 
virus-proof red carpets 

In this file photo US actor Jason Momoa (right) and his wife actress Lisa Bonet arrive 
for the “Game of Thrones” eighth and final season premiere at Radio City Music Hall in 
New York city. 

Malian singer Rokia Traore has flown home, 
flouting a ban issued by a French court which 
was to hand her over to Belgium over a child 

custody dispute, her lawyer said on Sunday.  The 
singer and guitarist was arrested in March on a 
European arrest warrant when she arrived from 
Bamako at Paris’ Charles de Gaulle airport. This fol-
lowed a Belgian court ruling last year ordering her to 
return her five-year-old daughter to the child’s Belgian 
father, from whom Traore is separated. A Paris court 
subsequently ruled that she could be extradited but 
allowed her conditional release. “Back in Bamako. The 
quest for justice continues,” Traore said on her 
Facebook page on Tuesday in a post that was only 
spotted on Sunday by the French daily Le Parisien.  

In a post dated Friday, Traore, who flew back to 
Mali on a private flight, claimed not to be “a terrorist”. 
“This is a mother in a desperate plight who is afraid 
that her child will be torn from her,” her lawyer 
Kenneth Feliho told AFP.  “That is why she left for Mali 
where she lives.”  Traore is appealing the decision of 
the Belgian court granting full custody to her former 
partner. According to her lawyer, a decision in the 
Mali courts had accorded custody to the singer.  An 
award-winning musician, Traore is also known for her 
advocacy work for refugees, and was made a UN 
ambassador for refugees in 2016.—AFP  

Bake cheesecake  
to beat cabin fever, 
says Canadian 
provincial chief 
 
 

After 60 days of coronavirus lockdown, the 
leader of Ontario province offered Canadians a 
recipe to beat their cabin fever on Friday: his 

aunt’s home-made cheesecake. “Do you know what 
one of the most popular ways to manage stress is? 
Baking!” Premier Doug Ford said in a tweet accompa-
nying the two-and-a-half-minute clip which 250,000 
people viewed by midday. Ford had boasted about the 
“made from scratch” recipe to reporters at a daily 
pandemic briefing earlier in the week. “You can tell 
I’ve eaten one too many cheesecakes,” said the portly 
and self-deprecating leader, whose folksy, no-non-
sense style helped to catapult his personal popularity 
during the state of emergency. Indeed, baking has 
become a popular pastime for many homebound 
Canadians and Americans in recent weeks, prompting 
a run on flour at grocery stores across North America.  

In the video, Ford measures out ingredients all 
laid out on his kitchen counter at home, spins an 
electric mixer and melts ingredients in a pot on the 
stove, while commenting: “Put a little butter, put a lit-
tle graham crackers, put a little sugar... Beautiful.” “If 
I wasn’t premier, I’d open up a cheesecake factory,” 
he quips, dressed casually in a black t-shirt that 
reads “We’re all in this together.” And then, after 
topping it off with a can of cherries and tasting a 
spoonful of his creation, he throws a kiss and lets out 
a hearty “ho ho.”—AFP 

Mali singer  
Traore flees French 

justice to return home 

In this file photo Malian musician Rokia Traore performs 
during the Fete de la Musique at the Hotel Matignon in 
Paris on June 21, 2016. –AFP  

In this file photo taken on March 9, 2020 US-Chinese 
actress Yifei Liu attends the world premiere of Disney’s 
“Mulan” at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood.  

Sparks will continue to fly on Australian soap 
opera Neighbours even though the stars must 
keep their distance, the show’s creators prom-

ised after production resumed following a virus hiatus. 
The long-running Melbourne-based drama, which has 
launched the careers of several stars including Kylie 
Minogue, is one of the first shows to press ahead with 
filming under strict social distancing rules as the tele-
vision industry adapts to new norms. Since restarting 
almost three weeks ago, producers have imposed daily 
temperature checks, a ban on visitors to the set and a 
rule that the cast must do their own make-up. 

Clever camera work would compensate for any lack 
of physical contact between the characters, executive 
producer Jason Herbison told AFP. “There is no kissing 
or hugging. However, we aren’t editing characters to 
look physically closer as such, but rather we are rely-
ing more on close-ups to create a feeling of intimacy,” 
he said. The show, which has been aired in more than 
60 countries, focuses on the lives of families in the fic-
tional suburban community of Ramsay Street. 

When virus restrictions forced the production team 
to take a break in March, its creators immediately 
began planning how to return under new health guide-
lines, Herbison said. “We are taking advantage of every 
inch of the site and spreading everyone out, creating 
separate areas which limit the movements of each indi-
vidual,” he added. Another popular Aussie TV export, 
soap opera Home and Away, is also set to roll again as 
the number of coronavirus cases in Australia slows to a 
trickle, local media reported. Herbison said industry 
professionals had been collaborating on how best to 
get back on track. “One positive and unexpected con-

sequence of COVID-19 is the way it’s brought produc-
ers around the world together,” he said. 

“I’ve had conversations with contemporaries from 
Australia, the US and the UK and there’s a great spirit 
of sharing advice and wisdom.” Lingering signs of the 
virus — such as hand sanitiser — may show up on 
screen in future episodes, he added, but a decision was 
made to leave the fictional world of Ramsay Street 
largely untouched by the pandemic. “There’s a creative 
question –- will our viewers want to switch on 
Neighbours and relive it again? Or is our job to pro-
vide escapism?” Herbison said. “I tend to feel it’s the 
latter.”—AFP  

 

Aussie soap Neighbours 
 promises sparks despite virus 

An undated handout photo received from Fremantle 
shows cast and crew observing social distancing during 
the filming of the Australian soap opera Neighbours in 
Melbourne.—AFP  


