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submit a draft law stipulating to toughen penalties 

against human traffickers in Kuwait as part of fighting 
rampant visa trading in the country. 

Meanwhile, 30 societies yesterday called in a 
statement on the government and the National 
Assembly to issue a law stipulating to appoint only 
Kuwaitis in the judicial system, including judges. The 
statement also called on the supreme judicial council 
to appoint only citizens in the judicial system that 
includes judges and public attorneys.  

The statement said that “Kuwaitization of the judi-
ciary is a national necessity and a sovereignty 
requirement in accordance with the constitution”. 
Hundreds of Arabs, mostly Egyptians, have been 
working as judges and public attorneys in Kuwait 
since the country’s independence. The statement 

thanked their great efforts and services. 
The Audit Bureau yesterday explained to the 

speaker and a group of MPs at an informal meeting 
the details of contracts signed by the government 
during the coronavirus crisis. MPs said ministries 
signed contracts worth KD 312 million directly linked 
to the coronavirus outbreak, mostly by the ministry 
of health. 

MP Ali Al-Deqbasi said information provided by 
the Bureau is a cause for concern as the Bureau 
rejected 11 contracts for the health ministry over 
inflated prices. 

Deqbasi said that based on one of the contracts, 
the ministry wanted to buy a certain disinfectant for 
KD.2,850 per unit as a wholesale whereas the same 
type is being sold at cooperative societies for just 
850 fils a unit. 

He said that he sent a series of questions to the 
minister of health over some contracts which are 
highly suspicious. 

Assembly speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the 
Audit Bureau has rejected 31 percent of contracts 
submitted by the government since March.

Jail for 3 months, 
KD 5,000 fine for...
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“Our teams on the ground are seeing how people 

are being sent away from hospitals, breathing heavi-
ly or even collapsing,” said Mohammed Alshamaa, 
Save the Children’s director of programs in 
Yemen.  “People are dying because they can’t get 
treatment that would normally save their lives.” 

Save the Children said on Thursday that authori-
ties in Aden have reported an average of 50 deaths 
per day since May 7. That’s five times higher than 
the baseline average of 10 deaths a day in more nor-
mal times, according to the international aid group. 
“In the past 24 hours alone, more than 86 deaths 
have been reported in Aden due to several epi-
demics and fevers,” said Sanad Jamil, who heads the 
Civil Affairs Department, which issues death certifi-
cates in Aden. 

Testing for coronavirus is available only at a 
central public laboratory, but the supply of kits is 
insufficient. That means many suspected cases have 
not been tested, according to Yasser Bamallem, a 
doctor at the Al-Jumhouriya public hospital. 
Bamallem is in no doubt about what is driving the 
rising death rate, because before expiring, many 
displayed symptoms in line with COVID-19 and 
distinct from other illnesses. 

“With the spread of coronavirus, the death rate 
surged,” he told AFP.  “We were already fighting 
against dengue fever and chikungunya, which are 
transmitted by mosquito bites - but deaths were 
very few,” he explained. “We are on the verge of a 
catastrophe in Aden.” 

Yasser Al-Nassiri, director of the private Al-Kubi 

Hospital, said that the closure of other hospitals has 
put pressure on his facility. His staff are receiving 
400 patients daily, up from 150. Yemen’s health sys-
tem has all but collapsed since the conflict broke out 
in 2014, with more than two thirds of the popula-
tion dependent on aid for survival, according to the 
UN. 

The main theatre of Yemen’s war pitches an inter-
nationally recognized government, supported by a 
Saudi-led coalition, against the Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels. The Houthis stormed the capital Sanaa in 
Sept 2014 and Aden was set up as the government’s 
interim seat months later. But tensions between 
southern separatists and the central government 
have further muddied the waters, with the self-pro-
claimed Southern Transitional Council declaring 
self-rule in the south on April 26.  

Fighting between pro-government troops and 
separatist forces on the outskirts of Zinjibar, some 
60 km from Aden, has killed more than 20 since ear-
ly May (those numbers don’t feed into the death tolls 
quoted above). Nassiri said authorities are not pay-
ing enough attention to the health crisis, blaming the 
recent flare-up in fighting in the south. 

Aden, home to 550,000 people, has taken virtu-
ally no preventive measures against the pandemic. 
There are no quarantine facilities for those who do 
test positive in the city. “The situation in Aden has 
got out of control and is expected to implode further 
based on the number of daily deaths and cases,” 
Bamallem lamented. 

At least three doctors have died since May 7, the 
local Al-Ayyam daily cited authorities as saying, but 
without giving the cause of the death. Yemen’s inter-
nationally recognized government has so far 
declared only 122 confirmed novel coronavirus cas-
es, including just 18 deaths. Tens of thousands of 
people, mostly civilians, have been killed in the 
country’s war, which the United Nations views as the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. — AFP 

Deaths from  
virus symptoms...
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Most domestic lockdown restrictions ended last 

Thursday but schools were given extra time 
because of the difficulty in implementing health 
protocols among the very young. Instead of 
escorting their children to class, parents dropped 
them at “kiss and go” zones, while early childhood 
centers recorded personal details needed for con-
tact tracing. 

There were mixed feelings about the return to 
lessons among some, with Wellington sisters 
Charlotte and Lucy McKenzie saying the lengthy 
time at home had been “boring” and “annoying”. 
On the other hand, they appreciated not having to 
wake up early and said they had more free time 
than usual.  

Their mother Tanya said she had some health 
concerns but did not believe the government would 
have reopened schools if there was any risk to chil-
dren. “I’m a little nervous about COVID making a 
resurgence,” she said. “But having said that, I do 
trust the information we’re getting from the govern-
ment and from the health department that seems to 
show we’re beating it.” — AFP 
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parents’ house to reduce the risk of them catch-

ing the disease. “They are scared. Sometimes I lie to 
them that I don’t touch the bodies,” said the 38-
year-old. 

Shamim gets a call an hour before the hearse 
arrives. That is when he becomes nervous. He pre-
pares the relatives, asking them to put on protective 
suits, gloves and masks for the burial ceremony, 
before the family says a prayer and lowers the 
corpse – usually wrapped in cloth or plastic sheet-
ing – into the grave. The mourners then throw their 
protective gear into the hole before a mechanical 
earth-mover fills it in. 

Some of the bodies of coronavirus victims arrive 
without relatives to help with the burial, so Shamim 
said he has often defied orders to stay away. “People 
just refuse to come help with the burial. What can 

you do? I have to step in,” he said, describing 
“heartbreaking” scenes, like when only a wife and a 
small child came to the funeral of one man. 

At a recent burial, Shamim had to find gloves for 
a small group who had turned up just with plastic 
bags for protection. He finally found two pairs and 
gave one glove each to the four people who were 
lowering the body. “I understand it’s never easy to 
bury the dead, but some families don’t follow the 
rules at all. So many times I have had to beg the 
hospital workers who accompany the body for 
gloves,” Shamim said.  

The gravedigger has been so worried about the 
pandemic that he has twice been tested for the 
coronavirus, and paid for one himself of them 
despite his meager wages. He said he has had help 
from the cemetery management committee and city 
authorities, but nothing from the government. “I am 
way too low for them to bother about.”  

With the number of victims growing in Delhi and 
his services in greater demand, Shamim says he 
worries now if his breathing changes or he has a 
stomach upset. “I always felt safest around the dead 
and most vulnerable in the outside world. Now I 
find it difficult to sleep at night,” he said. — AFP 

Kiss and go’:  
Back to school...

Sleepless  
nights for...

Passengers watch a movie from their cars at a drive-in cinema outside the Mall of Emirates in Dubai on Sunday during the COVID-19 pandemic. —  AFP 

MUMBAI: Indian lenders are facing a jump in 
coronavirus-related defaults on credit card dues, 
personal and vehicle loans, forcing them to set aside 
hundreds of millions of dollars and take steps like 
asking sales staff to track down borrowers who 
have vanished. A near two-month nationwide lock-
down to halt the spread of COVID-19 has clob-
bered India’s retail financial segment, seen as the 

last bastion for a banking industry that had already 
raked up more than $120 billion in bad loans and is 
ranked the third-worst among 13 major world 
economies in asset quality. 

The provisions for the bad loans are set to signif-
icantly shrink profits of privately owned lenders this 
financial year, while state-owned banks will need 
yet more government funds to survive, analysts say. 

Non-repayment of credit card and personal loans 
has surged in the last few weeks, according to sev-
eral senior bankers and industry insiders, increasing 
the troubles of lenders already struggling with 
soured loans to larger corporates, and potentially 
slowing down the country’s recovery from the crisis. 

“The situation is so bad that even people who can 
pay are not paying up or are delaying their pay-
ments and all of this will snowball into a big prob-
lem,” said a banker in the retail division of a private 
bank. ICICI Bank, India’s second-biggest private 
sector bank whose lending is nearly two-thirds retail 
focused, reported a quarterly profit last week that 
fell way short of analyst estimates after it set aside 
27.25 billion rupees ($362 million) for the coron-
avirus. Its shares fell after the results. Banks such as 
RBL and IndusInd may be hit harder as a weaker 
deposit franchise makes them more vulnerable. 

 
Sounding caution 

Public and private sector banks grew their retail 
lending rapidly over the past five-six years as 
India’s economy expanded and consumption 
increased. Retail lending was not only more prof-
itable - rates on credit cards could be as much as 36 
percent annually compared to the 9 percent-12 per-
cent that banks typically charge corporates - it also 
helped banks reduce their exposure to the cyclical 
risks of industrial businesses. 

Since 2015, retail lending has grown at an annual 
average of nearly 15 percent, at least twice that of 
corporate lending, as Indians’ purchases of overseas 
trips to gadgets and automobiles were bankrolled 
by the lenders. Even before the coronavirus struck, 
that surge drew caution from the banking regulator, 

which warned over the last few years that lenders 
were being too aggressive in the retail segment. But 
the warnings were ignored by the banks, and by 
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs), also 
known as “shadow banks”. 

Shadow banks account for nearly 20 percent of 
total loans in India and typically lend to individuals in 
the informal sector who find it difficult to secure 
loans from a bank. The hit from the virus has been 
particularly severe on them. Suman Chowdhury, chief 
analytical officer at ratings agency Acuite Ratings & 
Research, said he estimated only a fifth of borrowers 
from shadow banks have paid up in April and May, 
and expects the same at their next due date as indi-
viduals try to conserve cash. If the norms for bad 
loans-classification aren’t relaxed by the central bank 
in the coming months, such loans at shadow banks 
will double in the next six months, he added. 

India’s economy has ground to a standstill amid 
the lockdown, that, according to several rating 
agencies and analysts, will lead to the economy 
contracting in the year ending in March. As rev-
enues dwindle, companies are rushing to cut costs, 
leading to a spike in job losses that bankers fear will 
result in more defaults. The Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy, an independent think-tank, esti-
mates that during March and April nearly 114 million 
Indians lost their jobs. 

Loan recoveries have also been hamstrung by 
hundreds of thousands of migrant workers leaving 
cities as work dried up. “Many are not traceable 
now and it is proving to be very challenging,” a sen-
ior executive at a leading NBFC said, adding that 
people from the firm’s sales team were being moved 
in dozens to focus on debt recovery. — Reuters  

By default: Virus threatens to  
derail retail boom for lenders


