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LOS ANGELES: Donald Trump doesn’t expect to
be teeing it up anytime soon with Rory McIlroy,
who called out the US president earlier in the
week for his controversial leadership. 

McIlroy, the No. 1 player in the world, blasted
his former golfing partner Trump on a podcast
episode for the latter’s handling of the COVID-19
pandemic.   Trump, an avid golfer, and McIlroy
played a round together three years ago in
Florida.

“We’re in the midst of something that’s pretty
serious right now, and the fact that he’s trying to
politicize it and make it a campaign rally, saying
that (the United States) administers the most tests
in the world like it’s a contest,” McIlroy said. 

“It’s just not the way a
leader should act, and
there is a bit of diploma-
cy that you need to show,
and I just don’t think he’s
shown that, especially in
these times.”  Asked on
Sunday during a video
link interview with NBC
televis ion how he felt
about the crit ic ism he
sometimes receives from
players, Trump said he
doesn’t expect them all to like him. 

“A lot of them are very political. Some of them
like my politics and some don’t. The ones that
don’t, I don’t see as much,” Trump told NBC dur-
ing the broadcast of a golf tournament in Florida
that included McIlroy and three others playing for
charity. 

But Trump said he doesn’t hold a grudge
against players who are turned off by his abra-
sive style.  “I know so many of the tour players. I
can’t think of anyone I don’t like, and I can’t say
that in life. When you meet tour players, they are

all great people,” he said.
The 31-year-old McIlroy was getting back into

the swing of things Sunday with fellow pros
Dustin Johnson, Rickie Fowler and Matthew Wolff
after a two-month break due to the coronavirus
pandemic. 

They are shaking off the golf rust to raise mon-
ey for COVID-19 relief and help introduce new
safety guidelines from the PGA. The Taylor Made
Driving Relief is a forerunner to the PGA’s sched-
uled official return in June with a tournament in
Republican-run Texas that will take place without
spectators. 

The Texas event will be followed by three oth-
er spectator-less tournaments in which the play-

ers wi l l  be forced to
undergo COVID-19 test-
ing and temperature
screenings. In his phone
call to NBC, Trump put
out mixed signals on how
sports should proceed
when it comes to having
fans in attendance. He
wants golf events like The
Masters to return with
spectators “practical ly
standing on top of each

other,” but in the next breath said last week’s
closed-door mixed martial arts card in Florida
didn’t miss the fans.

“You saw the UFC the other night, they had
really just a lighted ring in the middle of an empty
arena, and I am not sure that so many people
missed the fans. I don’t think so in that particular
case,” he said.

Trump declined to answer a question about the
rationale behind testing million-dollar athletes to
play sports when many Americans still don’t have
access to reliable coronavirus tests. 

But the president, who refuses to wear a pro-
tective mask, hinted that sports fans might be able
to get tests. “The athletes will be tested very
carefully... If people want to go, they can be tested
very carefully,” he said. 

“When you have all of those thousands, tens of
thousands of people going to your majors and
going to golf tournaments, we want them to have
the same experience. We don’t want them to be
having to wear masks.”

Trump said sports needs to get back as quickly as
possible for the “psyche” of American people. “We
want to get sports back,” he said. “We miss sports,
we need sports in terms of the psyche — psyche of
our country — and that’s what we’re doing.”

On Sunday, McIlroy won the closest to the pin
challenge on a playoff hole to give himself and
teammate Johnson an 11-7 win over Fowler and
Wolff at Seminole Golf Club.  Overall, the event
raised more than $5.5 million for charity. —AFP
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WYOMING: Michelle Parker flanks a turn in front of the Tetons Mountain Range in Wyoming, USA. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

McIlroy, Johnson 
triumph as charity 
match offers ‘normalcy’
NEW YORK: A tie-break win for world number one Rory
McIlroy and teammate Dustin Johnson at the Driving
Relief two-on-two charity skins match Sunday injected
suspense to a course absent of fans and applause in the
COVID-19 era.

Wearing microphones that captured their smack talk
and frustrations, caddie-less competitors McIlroy and
Johnson faced off against Rickie Fowler and Matthew
Wolff, carrying their own clubs and adhering to social dis-
tancing procedures after undergoing a battery of tests and
screenings.

Eager golf fans tuned in for one of the rare few live tele-
vised events, and were treated to a bit of mild trash talk
early on, as McIlroy teased his 21-year-old opponent Wolff
after sinking a putt for par four on the second hole.

“I think you forget I’ve won two FedEx Cups that
totaled at $25 million,” said McIlroy. “Doesn’t faze me,
youngster.” That bravado was eventually tempered, how-
ever, as Fowler’s seven birdies put pressure on the world
number one and Johnson, the heavily favoured pair who
boast five majors titles between them.

The competition came down to a closest-to-the-hole
tiebreak, in which McIlroy clinched the victory despite an
admirable 120-yard wedge shot from Wolff, letting out a
whoop and offering his teammate an “air-five.”

“These Seminole greens, the ball can do funny things
when you think it’s in a good place,” said McIlroy, who
basked in the “normalcy” of being back in competition. “It’s
been awesome and it’s nice to get back on the golf course.”

Raising more than $5.5 million through sponsors and
donations for COVID-19 relief, the competition quickly
trended on social media, as golf-starved fans reveled in
seeing their favourite players compete in unique circum-
stances.

“Does DJ (Dustin Johnson) legitimately not know how
to carry a golf bag anymore or something?” tweeted
@14Thaddeus14, as images of the 2016 U.S. Open champ’s
clubs hanging haphazardly from his shoulder prompted
good-natured ribbing on Twitter. Wolff’s tie-dyed sneakers
and handlebar mustache and Fowler’s pantomime gestures
to an imaginary crowd proved that the proceedings were
anything but business as usual, with comedic actor Bill
Murray showing off his quarantine snacks during a Skype
dial-in to the telecast. —Reuters
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JUNO BEACH, FLORIDA:  Rory McIlroy of the American Nurses Foundation team plays a shot from a
bunker on the 16th hole during the TaylorMade Driving Relief Supported By UnitedHealth Group on May
17, 2020 at Seminole Golf Club in Juno Beach, Florida.  —AFP

KUWAIT: Acclaimed athlete Fahad
Al Musallam prioritizes his studies
throughout the holy month of
Ramadan, without neglecting his fit-
ness. As a professional athlete, he
specializes in the field of motocross.
A sport where endurance and train-
ing required to complete the multi-
day course races is staggering. In
order to succeed, he must maintain
a high level of fitness throughout
the year.

But he’s also a college student.
And with Ramadan this year, he’s
had to place a greater emphasis on
balancing his athletic and scholastic
duties. “I just make sure not to exer-
cise at all before breaking my fast,”
said Fahad Al Musal lam. “Good
study requires a lot of energy which
means I don’t workout unti l  I ’ve
completed my work for the day.” He
also noted how he could workout

before iftar, but that routine would
only last  a few days before the
excessive effort took its toll.

His classes have moved into e-
learning, with him showing up for
them online. He attends his classes in
the morning, and exercises in the
evening. “I workout before suhour.”
He said. This is how I maintain my
energy for studies.”

He also makes sure to give him-
self time to play. He utilizes social
media to keep in touch with class-
mates. He also relaxes before iftar
by gaming, which acts as his decom-
pression time.

Fahad Al Musallam lives in Kuwait
City, Kuwait. To find out more about
Fahad Al Musallam, visit
@RedBullKuwait on Instagram and
Twitter, and @RedBull on Facebook, or
visit https://www.redbull.com/mea-
en/athlete/fahad-al-musallam
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