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Full training delayed in 
Italy as teams wrangle 
over medical rules
ROME: The start of full training at Italy’s pro-
fessional soccer clubs has been postponed
from Monday as they continue to wrangle
over the government’s medical rules for deal-
ing with the coronavirus.

The Gazzetta dello Sport, state broadcaster
Rai and other media all said that the govern-
ment’s technical-scientific committee had not
ratified the rules which were announced last
week but then questioned by the Serie A
clubs and the Italian Football Federation
(FIGC).

Several clubs had already decided either to
continue with individual training or, at the
most, divide players into small groups which
would respect social distancing measures.

Serie A clubs hope to resume the league,
which has been suspended since March 9, on
June 13 but have been locked in to-and-fro
discussions with the government over how to
do so safely.

The main sticking-point is the government’s
insistence that, if a player tests positive, the
whole squad must go into quarantine for 14
days. The clubs argue that isolating the player
involved would be sufficient.

“It is obvious that this would not allow us
to finish the championship by August because,
if there were 2-3 infected in one or two teams,
everything would be systematically blocked
for a couple of weeks,” Cagliari president
Tommaso Giulini told Radio Super Sound.

“Since this has a good chance of happen-
ing, it would mean that 80% to 90% of us
would not be able to finish by August 2... We
are trying, we need less rigidity and within the
next few days we will know something more.”

The clubs are also opposed to the stipula-
tion that each squad, including coaching and
backup staff, undergo a training camp in com-
plete isolation before the league restarts. They
said this would create huge logistical prob-
lems.

Udinese’s technical director Pierpaolo
Marino said the uncertainty had made the
June 13 start date unrealistic and that more
training time was needed.

“It would be madness for footballers and
clubs,” he told Rai.

“We still don’t know if from tomorrow we
can train in groups or individually, as the cur-
rent guidelines are not fully applicable. If the
league resumes on 13 June, there will be a
very high risk of injury.

“The German championship restarted yes-
terday after seven weeks of training and sev-
eral players have already been injured.”

Earlier, Inter Milan said that the entire
squad and staff had given negative results in
the most recent round of tests.

“All of the results from Friday’s medical
tests on the club’s players, coaching staff,
management staff and the remainder of the
team group have returned as negative,” the
club said. —Reuters

BERLIN: The restart of the Bundesliga behind
locked doors on Saturday attracted over six mil-
lion viewers watching in Germany, a new record
for broadcasters Sky, according to specialist
website DWDL.de. 

When the German league resumed on
Saturday afternoon after a two-month break due
to the coronavirus, Sky had 3.68 million viewers
watching the matches on its subscription TV
channels in Germany.

The domestic figure is more than double the
usual audience for a typical round of Saturday
matches. In addition, 2.45 million viewers watched
the ‘Konferenz’ - a simultaneous live broadcast of
the five afternoon games, where coverage moved
from stadium to stadium.

In the day’s main
game, Erl ing Braut
Haaland scored the first
Bundesl iga goal  s ince
mid-March to help
Borussia Dortmund rout
rivals Schalke 4-0 and
stay in the title race with
Bayern Munich, who play
Union Berl in away on
Sunday.

A spokesman for the
German Football League
(DFL) told AFP the matches were televised by
more than 70 broadcasters worldwide, all on pre-
viously-agreed deals. With Bundesliga matches
played behind closed doors in near-empty stadi-
ums, Sky Germany broadcast the ‘Konferenz’ on
its free-to-view Sports News Channel.

The idea was to discourage fans in Germany
from meeting up to watch matches in places with
a Sky subscription. When Saturday afternoon’s
games kicked-off, Sky Germany had a market

share of 27.4 percent on their pay-to-view chan-
nels and 18.2 percent on their free channel.

In the target group of 14-49 year olds, the
total  market share was “over 60 percent”,
according to DWDL.de on Sunday, a record for
Sky Germany. Having been granted permission to
restart after the German government approved
the league’s str ict  hygiene guidel ines, the
Bundesliga is the first top European league to
resume.

There are hopes the leagues in Italy, Spain and
England can restart next month while the French
league season has already been scrapped.

Meanwhile,  Thomas Mueller joked that the
Bundesliga without fans feels like “old man’s foot-
ball, 7pm, under floodlights” after Bayern Munich

brushed aside Union
Berlin 2-0 behind closed
doors on Sunday.

A f irst-half  Robert
Lewandowski  penalty
and a late Benjamin
Pavard header sealed
Bayern’s win in front of
empty terraces in Berlin.

The result  leaves
defending champions
Bayern four points clear
as the German league

restarted this weekend after a two-month hiatus
due to the COVID-19 virus. However, Mueller
admitted it was strange to play Union behind
closed doors at their compact Alten Foersterei
stadium, which is usually packed with 22,000
passionate home fans.

“It felt a bit like the atmosphere you get for old
man’s football, 7pm, under floodlights, but as
soon as the ball started to roll, the game took our
focus,” said Mueller. The Bundesliga became the

first top European league to resume this week-
end, using draconian hygiene guidelines, regular
testing of players and insisting on games in near-
empty stadiums.

Hugging, embracing and handshakes were also
banned.  “There were a few butterflies before the
restart, wondering how it would go, like before
the first game of the season in August,” said
Mueller. “I wasn’t worried about anything going

wrong, everything was explained clearly to us.
“Union Berlin, just like us, were well prepared,

no handshakes before kick-off etc.” Mueller said
the defending champions were just happy to win
their first game after the restart to keep them on
course for an eighth consecutive league title. “We
came here with the goal of getting the three
points,” added Mueller. “We had a bit more secu-
rity after the second goal.” —AFP

German league without fans like ‘old man’s’ football: Mueller

Sky Germany attracts record 
audience for Bundesliga restart

LEIPZIG: Sky tv host Esther Sedlaczek wears a face mask as she interviews a player of Leipzig
after the German first division Bundesliga football match RB Leipzig v SC Freiburg in Leipzig,
eastern Germany as the season resumed following a two-month absence due to the novel coron-
avirus COVID-19 pandemic. —AFP

La Liga clubs given 
permission to expand 
into group training
MADRID:  La Liga have told clubs they will be
able to increase training to involve groups of up to
10 players yesterday as teams take another step
towards the planned resumption of the season
next month. 

The Spanish government has announced proto-
col that will allow training sessions to be expanded
by all clubs, even those belonging to areas that are
further behind in the country’s de-escalation pro-
gramme. 

It means teams like Real Madrid, Barcelona and
Aletico Madrid will be able to train in groups of 10,
despite both Madrid and Catalonia remaining in

‘phase 0’ as two of Spain’s worst-hit regions by
coronavirus. 

“It is a ministerial decision. It was very important
that all teams could train in the same way,” said
Javier Tebas, the president of La Liga, on Sunday.

Espanyol, Leganes, Getafe and Real Valladolid
will also be given special permission to do training
in larger groups. 

The move comes as a boost to La Liga’s hopes
of restarting the season in the middle of June and
following the lead of Germany’s Bundesliga, which
staged games behind closed doors on Saturday. 

Teams in the top two divisions in Spain have
already returned to their training grounds this
month, with players working individually as part of
La Liga’s staggered programme, which includes
regular testing and strict medical protocol. 

Tebas has circled June 12 as the ideal date for
matches to return but admitted the exact timing will
depend on the health authorities in Spain and the
trajectory of the virus. 

“We are working so that (the return of La Liga)
will take place from June 11-12, but we are working
to be ready regardless of the date,” Tebas told
Movistar TV on Sunday.

“It is the health authorities who will say when we
start. “I would like it to happen as soon as possible,
but the truth is that we do not have an ideal date.
We have to wait for the green light from the health
authorities.”

According to an official statement by the gov-
ernment on Saturday, professional sports clubs
“may carry out complete training sessions” while
“complying with the corresponding prevention and
hygiene measures”. 

The statement puts the maximum number at 14
for group training but La Liga have informed clubs
the limit will be 10. 

La Liga first suspended fixtures on March 14
and Tebas has estimated that failing to com-
plete the season would cost clubs around 1 bil-
lion euros. —AFP

Sport shutdown 
sent ‘Jimmy the 
Jet’ into rehab 
SYDNEY:  New South Wales and South Sydney
Rabbitohs back James Roberts checked into
rehab because the coronavirus shutdown of sport
left such a big hole in his life, his partner told
Australian media yesterday.

Health experts have warned that a prolonged
isolation during the COVID-19 crisis could take
a major mental toll on athletes as their liveli-
hoods and self-esteem are intrinsically linked to
competition.

Pacy centre Roberts, nicknamed ‘Jimmy the
Jet’, checked into the clinic last week and Anna

Jovanovic said mental health issues, not alcohol
or drugs, were behind the voluntarily move.

“The reason he decided to go to rehab was
because of the absence rugby league left in his
life when we had to go into isolation. You could
just see he was lost,” she told the Sydney
Morning Herald.

“He would just sit around, be in deep thought
and you could see he didn’t want to do anything.
He lost some of his drive.

“The whole not getting up for training, the
social environment of being with the boys, the
happiness that training gives and doing what
always does – that was a big part that was miss-
ing. He just kept saying, ‘I just want to play foot-
ball’.”

The 27-year-old flyer, who played all three
matches in the 2018 State of Origin series, has
had alcohol-related issues in the past that cost
him contracts at two National Rugby League

(NRL) clubs.
“I think people get the wrong idea and auto-

matically think, ‘Oh, he’s got a drug problem or
he’s got a drinking problem’,” Jovanovic added.

“It was none of that. It’s about mental health,
and there’s no shame in that. People should be
proud of him for making this step for himself and
his family, and not misconstrue it with other
things.”

Roberts planned to check himself out of the
clinic on Friday and hopes to play in South
Sydney’s derby against the reigning champion
Sydney Roosters when the NRL resumes next
week, Jovanovic said.

“If he plays the first game, that would be huge
for him,” she told the newspaper.

“I hope he does. Because that’s what he is
really looking forward to. Knowing James, he
might say, ‘I need to play, this is what I live and I
die for’.”  —Reuters

Hertha player 
denies ‘kiss’ 
BERLIN: Hertha Berlin defender
Dedryck Boyata apologised on
Sunday for his up-close encounter
with Marko Grujic but denied kissing
his team-mate after a senior German
politician criticised players for
breaching the league’s strict hygiene
protocol.

The German Bundesliga restarted
on Saturday after a two-month break
due to the coronavirus pandemic with
clubs having agreed to draconian
hygiene guidelines in a plan approved
by the German government.

However, Bavarian state minister
Markus Soeder said he expected the
league to “tighten up” instructions on
how to celebrate goals after some
players hugged with team-mates.
Players were told to avoid contact
whenever possible, especially when
celebrating goals. 

That was ignored on a few occa-
sions although a repentant Boyata
said he was simply uttering instruc-
tions to Grujic at a corner. The

Belgium international had appeared to
kiss Grujic on the cheek on Saturday
before Hertha scored three quick
goals in a 3-0 win against Hoffenheim.

“I apologize for putting my hands
on (Grujic’s) face,” Boyata wrote on
Instagram, explaining that “it wasn’t
a kiss” or “a celebration” when he
grabbed the Serbia midfielder. “I
was giving him instructions about a
set piece.

“We must definitely be careful now
that we play under this situation,”
added the 29-year-old. “We have to
adapt our way to play or celebrate.”
Earlier this month, Hertha had already
suspended ex-Chelsea forward
Salomon Kalou for posting a video of
him shaking hands with team-mates in
the dressing room before training.

“Football has an extreme function
to be a role model, so we should stick
to our instructions and pay attention
to it next week,” Soeder told broad-
caster Sport1 on Sunday.

Also on Saturday, some Borussia
Moenchengladbach players hugged
after their team scored two early
goals in the 3-1 victory at Eintracht
Frankfurt. “The players must also obey
the rules,” added Soeder.

The German Football League

(DFL) has said it would not sanction
any players for not sticking to the
guidelines at the weekend — but that
could change.

Hertha coach Bruno Labbadia
defended his players, who hugged in
celebration after their goals, insisting

it is part of the game.
“We’ve been tested so many times

that we can allow it,” said Labbadia,
who was taking charge of Hertha for
the first time. “If you can’t celebrate
anymore, the whole thing breaks
down.” —AFP

SINSHEIM: Hertha’s Belgian defender Dedryck Boyata (L) talks to team-
mate Serbian midfielder Marko Grujic during the German first division
Bundesliga football match TSG 1899 Hoffenheim v Hertha Berlin on May
16, 2020 in Sinsheim south-western Germany. —AFP

Hugging and 
handshakes 
also banned


