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Kuwait’s Amir visits Defense Ministry

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited yesterday the Defense Ministry’s Lt Gen (retired) Ahmad Khaled Al-Sabah Hall, where he met with top ministry officials and senior army 
commanders.
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Candidate Mubarak Al-Arw, a lawyer contesting 

the polls for the first time, said if elected, he will push 
for the Assembly to approve the controversial law 
challenging judges. He said he will file proposals to 
amend the election system and the law governing the 
Audit Bureau. These laws will boost the Assembly’s 
supervisory role, he said. 

An interior ministry committee is currently 

reviewing the credentials of candidates to establish 
if they fulfill the requirements of the law. The com-
mittee has the right to bar candidates from fighting 
the polls, while candidates can challenge such deci-
sions in court. 

Meanwhile, Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan 
yesterday appointed new senior ministry officials 
after the ministry undersecretary and five other offi-
cials resigned last week. Aseel Al-Saad Al-Munifi was 
given the role of undersecretary alongside her current 
position as assistant undersecretary for budgetary 
affairs, a statement on the ministry’s Twitter account 
said. The six ministry employees wrote in a letter on 
Wednesday they were resigning in protest at a staff 
reshuffle at the ministry this year and policy differ-
ences. The finance minister accepted the resignations.

Ghanem registers;  
Sheetan appoints 
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The army participated in implementing the 

Cabinet’s decision to impose the curfew, in addition 
to the process of transporting medical personnel 
and equipment via Kuwaiti air force aircraft, he said. 
They also participated in the citizens’ evacuation 

plan from abroad and support the health ministry 
with the necessary medical personnel, establishing 
and equipping health quarantines and other tasks 
and duties required by such exceptional circum-
stances, Sheikh Ahmad added. 

Maj Gen Mohammad Abdullah Al-Kandari, 
Assistant Chief of the General Staff of the Operations 
and Planning Authority, provided an explanation of 
the military system, the general position of the 
Kuwaiti army and the high combat competence to 
enhance the tasks of the men of the armed forces to 
protect the homeland and their permanent readiness 
to sacrifice their lives for Kuwait. — KUNA 
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 for the working class and a bulwark against rap-

idly advancing liberal social values. 
Biden, who is polling ahead in almost every one 

of the swing states that tip elections, was closing 
up his startlingly low key campaign with socially 
distanced events in Ohio and Pennsylvania, the 
fiercest battleground of them all. Pop superstar 
Lady Gaga joined the 77-year-old, while former 
president Barack Obama was lending his own polit-
ical star power by rallying for Biden in Florida and 
Georgia - a steady Republican state targeted by 
the Democrats. 

Trump, who mocks Biden’s modestly attended 
events as proof that the opinion polls must be 
wrong, was capping his closing surge of 14 rallies in 
three days with visits to North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan. The last rally 
was in Grand Rapids - the site where Trump deliv-
ered the final speech of his victorious 2016 cam-
paign and where he hopes he will once more spark 
an upset. 

No election in living memory has taken place 
amid such tension, combining the coronavirus pan-

demic, violent street protests, a record shift to 
mail-in ballots and, increasingly, Trump’s unprece-
dented attempts to discredit the functioning of US 
democracy. The president, who for months has 
been falsely claiming that mail-in votes will lead to 
mass fraud, upped the ante in the last few days by 
suggesting that he will push to disqualify votes that 
arrive after today - a practice which is legal in sev-
eral of the key states, provided that the ballots are 
postmarked in time. 

Together with Republican attempts to get a 
court to throw out more than 100,000 ballots in 
Texas and other aggressive legal measures, Trump’s 
hostility to the election rules is raising fears that he 
will try to declare premature victory or refuse to 
accept defeat. Because mail-in ballots are thought 
to be more likely to come from Democrats, while in-
person voting today is more likely to be Republican, 
the initial vote tally on election night itself may lean 
to Trump, while subsequent counting could in theo-
ry swing it back to Biden. 

The Axios news site reported Sunday that Trump 
has told confidants he will declare victory right 
away if it looked like he was ahead. Trump called it a 
“false report” but repeated his argument that “I 
don’t think it’s fair that we have to wait for a long 
period of time after the election”. And he has stated 
that he will challenge the validity of ballots in 
Pennsylvania immediately. “As soon as that election 
is over, we’re going in with our lawyers,” he said 
Sunday. — AFP 

Fears of chaos,  
rigging on eve...
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“We froze. We were crying with joy,” Celik said. 

“We forgot everything in that moment!” 
A photo of Elif holding Celik’s hand went viral in 

Turkey. The fireman said she did not let go until 
she was taken to a tent for safety nearby. Elif was 
the 106th person pulled out alive from collapsed 
buildings in Bayrakli and surrounding towns and 
cities in western Turkey. Her mother and three sib-
lings were pulled out on Saturday night, although 
her rescued brother later died, the TRT state 
broadcaster said. 

AFAD also reported the rescue of 14-year-old 
Idil Sirin in Bayrakli, 58 hours after the quake hit. 
But the Sirin family’s joy was brief as the lifeless 
body of Idil’s sister, Ipek, was found, the Hurriyet 
newspaper reported. “I can’t hear any sounds from 
my sister, she’s dead,” Idil told rescuers as she was 
being pulled out, Hurriyet said. 

Turkey’s toll from the quake is continuing to 
rise, with AFAD reporting 91 dead. Nearly 1,000 

people were injured and more than 150 were still 
in hospital. Turkish Health Minister Fahrettin Koca 
tweeted that 10 of the wounded were in intensive 
care, including three in a critical condition. Two 
teenagers were also killed on their way home from 
school on the Greek island of Samos, near the epi-
centre of the quake. 

Racing against time, rescue workers were 
pressing ahead with their desperate search for 
survivers in western Turkey more than 72 hours 
after disaster struck. “Can anyone hear me,” one 
rescue worker cried through a megaphone down 
into the rubble. “If you can, hit something or 
scream,” he called as a drone hovered overhead 
scanning the rubble. 

Thousands of residents, including those with 
destroyed homes, spent a third night outside in 
tents in Bayrakli and in nearby Bornova, many 
fearing the risk of aftershocks. Turkish authorities 
registered 1,286 repeat tremors by yesterday 
afternoon - including 43 above magnitude four - 
complicating the rescuers’ works and raising the 
threat of further damage. Launching an investiga-
tion into why 58 buildings were either heavily 
damaged or completely destroyed, Turkish police 
detained nine people - including contractors - in 
connection with the quake, state news agency 
Anadolu said. — AFP 

Two children  
rescued days...

WASHINGTON: Democrat Joe Biden leads in the 
national polls and most of the battleground states 
going into Election Day but President Donald Trump 
is insisting they’re wrong and he’ll repeat his upset 
victory of 2016. Biden, the 77-year-old former vice 
president, has enjoyed a solid lead over Trump, 74, in 
the national polls for months, at times reaching dou-
ble digits. 

But US presidential elections are not decided by the 
popular vote. They are won in the 538-member 
Electoral College, where each state has a number of 
electoral votes equivalent to its representation in the 
House and Senate. And the electoral votes of battle-
ground states such as Florida and Pennsylvania could 
determine the winner of today’s battle for the White 
House. Here is a look at the latest national polls and 
polls in key battleground states: 

An average of national polls by the 
RealClearPolitics (RCP) website gives Biden a 6.7 
point lead over Trump - 51 percent to 44.3 percent. 
That is roughly in line with the averages of other lead-
ing outlets such as FiveThirtyEight.com, which has 
Biden up by 8.5 points nationally. Biden’s lead nation-

ally is more than double that of Hillary Clinton going 
into the 2016 election, when the polls were relatively 
accurate concerning the popular vote, which she won 
while losing in the Electoral College. 

In Florida, Biden has a one-point lead over Trump, 
according to the RCP average of state polls. A Siena 
College/New York Times poll has Biden up by three 
points in the Sunshine State but a Washington 
Post/ABC News poll has the Republican incumbent up 
by two points. Trump won Florida and its 29 electoral 
votes in 2016 and winning the state again is seen as 
crucial to his hopes of victory. 

In Pennsylvania, Biden has a 4.3-point lead, accord-
ing to the RCP average of polls in the Keystone State, 
which has 20 electoral votes. Trump won Pennsylvania 
by just 44,000 votes in 2016 and his reelection hopes 
could hang on taking the state again.  

Michigan and Wisconsin are two Midwestern states 
Trump won narrowly in 2016 but the RCP averages 
have him trailing in both this time. According to the 
RCP averages, Biden is up by 5.1 points in Michigan, 
which has 16 electoral votes, and by 6.6 points in 
Wisconsin, which has 10 electoral votes. 

The battleground states of Arizona and North 
Carolina, both of which Trump won in 2016, are also 
being closely watched. According to the RCP averages, 
Biden has a one-point lead in Arizona, which has 11 
electoral votes, while Trump leads by 0.6 points in 
North Carolina, which has 15 electoral votes. — AFP  

Biden leading, but 
battlegrounds tight


