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News in brief

120 expat employees
to be terminated?

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Dr
Rana Al-Fares plans to terminate the con-
tracts of 120 expatriate employees by mid-
November, Al-Rai Arabic daily reported
yesterday, quoting unnamed sources. The
terminations are part of a ‘Kuwaitization’
process through which the ministry plans to
replace all of its non-Kuwaiti manpower with
Kuwait i  employees by March 2021, the
sources explained.

Rainy season

KUWAIT: Meteorologist Issa Ramadan said
yesterday that the rain season is predicted
to start  af ter  November 11 , 2020, and
increase after the 13th of the same month.
The weather is expected to be cloudy this
weekend, he further predicted.

KD 8,000 in trash

KUWAIT: Detectives are investigating the
claims of an Egyptian man who told police
that he threw away KD 8,000 in cash by
mistake. A security source said that the man
told officers that he cashed a check for KD
8,000, then put the money in a garbage bag,
which he later threw in a Jabriya dumpster,
mistaking it for another trash bag. The man
said that he searched the dumpster but
could not find the money, as it turned out
that a garbage truck had already taken the
bags away.

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities are cracking down on
the illegal export of subsidized foodstuff to countries
in the region. The subsidized foodstuff, known locally
as ‘tamween’ goods, include rice, milk powder, oil and
other necessities. These are prized commodities on
the black market in Kuwait as well. 

Subsidized rice, milk, sugar, lentils and cooking oil
can be found in large quantities at illicit makeshift
markets in Kuwait’s impoverished areas. In places like
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, especially on weekends, one can
find the subsidized items on sale. On a recent visit to
one such makeshift market, Kuwait Times did not find
subsidized milk powder, but on asking the vendors,
they said: “Yes we have it, but because of the police,
there’s no display here.” A Bangladeshi then led this
reporter to a car parked nearby. 

“In the past days, there were many policemen
here searching for tamween goods, and they took all
the stocks of sellers here,” said a vegetable vendor,
who sells at the makeshift market almost every day
from 3 pm to 7 pm. “I work in a ministry near Mirqab
from 7 am to 2 pm. To earn more money, I sell veg-
etables here in the evening,” he said.

For the very lowest income earners in Kuwait,
buying from makeshift markets that often sell
tamween foodstuff is their only option. “My house is
a few steps away, so I normally buy fruits and veg-
etables from here. Sometimes I buy milk powder or
cooking oil too,” a customer told Kuwait Times.
There are at least three makeshift markets in Jleeb,
whose customers are mostly people from nearby
areas. A makeshift market near a mosque in Hasawi
sells used clothing to kitchenware, as well as
tamween products. 

Rice, sugar and lentils from subsidized stores are
often repacked or portioned by sellers. “We decided
to repack to avoid police detection,” a vendor
explained. Some citizens who receive tamween food-

stuff hand it to their domestic helpers as charity,
while other Kuwaitis sell their shares. According to a

vendor, tamween foodstuff sold on the black market
usually comes from citizens who sell the products at
a cut-price rate to expatriates. “From last month,
hawkers are very careful in selling tamween prod-
ucts; that is why you cannot see them displaying it,
but you can ask and they will get it for you,” he said. 

A Sri Lankan woman who supplies subsidized milk
powder, rice and cooking oil to some of her cowork-
ers said she has not been getting supplies for weeks
now. “I used to get the goods from a Bangladeshi in
Sulaibikhat, but not anymore. Now the ministry is
very strict.” She added she used to buy a can of milk
powder for KD 2 and sell it for KD 2.5.  In October,
the ministry of commerce and industry closed some
companies specialized in shipping food supplies after
they were found to be exporting tamween foodstuff,
which is against the law. Arrests of tamween food
sellers also take place regularly, including raids on
makeshift markets by police patrols. 

Subsidized food hot item in
Kuwait’s makeshift markets

‘Tamween’ foodstuff only option for some low-income earners

Vendors on 
alert due to 
crackdowns

KUWAIT: People shop at makeshift markets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh yesterday. — Photos by Ben Garcia

Illegal domestic
help services thrive
during pandemic
KUWAT: Informed sources revealed that some
fake domestic help offices in Kuwait are taking
advantage of the current situation by employing
helpers returned to them without transferring their
residencies to Kuwaiti citizens who employ them in
their houses, amidst rising suspicions of human traf-
ficking by these offices.

“What is happening is akin to slavery by bogus
offices that bend the law and provide services that
cost up to KD 400 per month, taking advantage of
very low supply of household help and families’
needs by imposing a royalty on top of the helper’s
salary,” the sources said in a report published in Al-
Rai Arabic newspaper yesterday. Meanwhile, there
were 30,000 transfers of residencies of helpers
during the pandemic, besides having bogus offices
taking advantage of the 60,000 helpers in violation
of the law, most of whom are women, said the
sources who spoke on the condition of anonymity.  

The sources said the offices stipulate that any citi-
zen who needs a domestic helper to accept her on a
monthly basis. The helper receives a salary of KD
100-120, while the office gets KD 150-200, accord-
ing to the agreement between the two parties. This
may cost a family up to KD 320, said the sources,
adding that that some of the offices are bogus and
benefit from hiring out helpers in violation to the
maximum, as bringing helpers from abroad is on hold.

Meanwhile, office owners said some contracting

companies circumvent the law by taking advantage
of having a building cleaning license. They provide
domestic helpers for up to KD 450 per month. Head
of the Domestic Help Offices Union Khalid Al-
Dakhnan warned that offices advertising the avail-
ability of daily and monthly helpers “are bogus and
carrying out something illegal,” adding that “this
activity is not licensed and not allowed.”

He said these offices should not be patronized
because they may provide sick helpers and others
who might commit crimes and escape. But he admit-
ted citizens might be compelled to use their services
due to the current circumstances. “All those who
participate in harboring absconding helpers will
face legal action and are complicit in this illegal act.
We inform authorities about these bogus offices
because the entry of helpers into Kuwaiti homes in
this fashion may cause problems, and is considered
an illegal act,” Dakhnan said.

Meanwhile, security sources said the total num-
ber of domestic helpers in the country is around
670,000 persons of both genders, adding the coro-
navirus, departure of many helpers, inability of some
of them to return due to the expiry of their residen-
cies and others who do not want to return have
added to the crisis.

The sources said the number of violating domes-
tic helpers is nearly 60,000 - mostly females - and
after entry visas were suspended due to the pan-
demic, some bogus offices started hiring out
domestic helpers at high rates that may reach KD
250 a month, though previously salaries were no
more than KD 180. Most of these workers are in
violation of the residency law or absconders. This
has caused the market to have heated competition
among Kuwaitis looking for help online or through
offices that are supplying domestic helpers for very
high prices that may reach KD 3,000.

KUWAIT: Air customs officers confiscated 16.5 kilograms of
shabu (methamphetamine) that were hidden in a fish shipment
coming from Iran, the Kuwait General Administration of
Customs said yesterday. One suspect was arrested in coordi-
nation with the interior ministry on charges of attempting to
smuggle the drugs, the customs department explained.

16.5 kg shabu hidden in fish shipment


