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LONDON: A pedestrian wearing a mask because of the coronavirus pandemic walks past Tower Bridge on Sunday as England prepares to enter into a second lockdown in an effort to stem soaring infections. — AFP 

Iran reports record high number of COVID deaths

AGADIR: Parched fields stretch as far as
the eye can see on plains overlooking
Agadir in southwestern Morocco, as
precious water resources are diverted
from the drought-hit agricultural heart-
land to households. “These trees are
nearly 20 years old-they’re dead, there is
no longer any water,” sighed Ahmed
Driouch, a farmer, his withered orange
trees testament to three years of intensi-
fying drought. 

For the past three years, the region
has been struggling with a drought that
exacerbated water resources and
prompted authorities to make a painful
choice. They have increasingly resorted
to diverting water from dams in the
region to residential areas, depriving
farms of irrigation to provide a drinkable
supply to nearly a million Moroccans.

“I don’t understand why they haven’t
sought another way of providing drink-
ing water, other than by marginalizing
farmers,” lamented Driouch. Water levels
in reservoirs stood at an average of 37
percent of capacity across Morocco at
the end of October, down from nearly 46
percent a year ago. Around Agadir, the
coastal capital of the Souss-Massa
region, water levels are even lower,
spelling disaster for citrus fruits and sea-
sonal vegetables.

“The shortfall in surface water is 94
percent,” said Abdelhamid Aslikh, head
of the region’s water reserves agency.
“We have never seen anything like this...
it’s worrying.” Shortages are so severe
that Agadir’s tap water is cut off to
households overnight - a measure that
has reduced wastage to a degree,
according to Aslikh. He said the authori-
ties have also forbidden “irrigation of
golf courses and hotel gardens with
drinkable water” in Agadir, and encour-
aged the use of treated waste-water as
an alternative.

Some 60 kilometers from Agadir, the
Abdelmoumen dam-normally popular
with local bathers-has run almost dry.
Weeds have sprung up, while the famous
argan trees that dot the foothills of the
nearby Lesser Atlas mountains have lost
their lustre. The dam has not irrigated
agricultural land since 2017. On the other
side of the mountains, olive groves are
parched, aside from the few that are
served by wells. Without irrigation via
the dams, farmers have little choice but
to await rare rains, or to exhaust a water
table that has been increasingly overex-
ploited in recent years. Water drawn
from wells is in any case “salty” and
therefore unsuitable for many crops, said
another farmer, Abderrahmane. —AFP

WHO chief Tedros 
in self-quarantine
GENEVA: The World Health Organization chief said
late Sunday that he was self-quarantining after some-
one he had been in contact with tested positive for
COVID-19, but stressed he had no symptoms. “I have
been identified as a contact of someone who has test-
ed positive for #COVID19,” Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said in a tweet. “I am well and without
symptoms but will self-quarantine over the coming
days, in line with @WHO protocols, and work from
home,” he added. Tedros has been at the forefront of
the United Nations health agency’s efforts to battle
the pandemic. COVID-19 has claimed nearly 1.2 mil-
lion lives and infected over 46 million people world-
wide since emerging in China late last year.

‘Suppress the virus’ 
Tedros stressed on Twitter that “it is critically

important that we all comply with health guidance.”
“This is how we will break chains of #COVID19
transmission, suppress the virus, and protect health
systems.” The 55-year-old former Ethiopian minister
of health and foreign affairs has for months reiterated
that each person has a role to play in halting the
spread of the virus.

The WHO urges all individuals to be careful about
hand-washing, wearing masks and keeping a dis-
tance, while it calls on authorities at various levels to
work to find, isolate, test and care for cases, then
trace and quarantine their contacts. His comments
came as there is growing anger and exasperation
over new coronavirus curbs as several European
nations wound back the clocks to the spring with
fresh lockdowns and restrictions aimed at halting
galloping infections and deaths. European govern-
ments are desperate to stem the worrying spike in
infections.—AFP

LONDON: A wave of COVID curbs has stirred
resistance across Europe, with the right-wing British
politician who helped force a referendum on Brexit
harnessing popular anger at a new lockdown by
recasting his Brexit Party under a new banner. The
United Kingdom, which has the highest official death
toll in Europe from COVID-19, is grappling with more
than 20,000 new coronavirus cases a day and scien-
tists have warned the “worst case” scenario of 80,000
dead could be exceeded.

Cast by his supporters as the godfather of the
movement to quit the European Union, Brexit Party
founder Nigel Farage said Johnson had terrified the
United Kingdom into submission over the coronavirus
with a second lockdown. “The single most pressing
issue is the government’s woeful response to coron-
avirus,” Farage and Brexit Party chairman Richard Tice
said in a joint article in The Daily Telegraph, announc-
ing his Reform UK party.

“Ministers have lost touch with a nation divided
between the terrified and the furious. The debate over

how to respond to COVID is becoming even more tox-
ic than that over Brexit.” Instead of a lockdown,
Farage, who as head of the Brexit party whipped up
popular opposition to immigration, proposed targeting
those most a risk, like the sick and the elderly, but said
ordinary people should not be criminalised for trying
to live normal lives such as meeting family for
Christmas.

France, Germany, Britain, Belgium, the Netherlands
and other countries have announced new curbs on
movement and gatherings as infections surge and hos-
pitals and intensive care units fill up. Small shopkeep-
ers in France have complained about being forced to
close while supermarkets are allowed to sell “non-
essential goods” such as shoes, clothes, beauty prod-
ucts and flowers because they also sell food.

‘Dramatic situation’
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire said yesterday

supermarkets will face the same limits on selling non-
essential goods but shopowners are not allowed to

challenge government lockdown rules. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel last week denounced pop-
ulists who argue that the coronavirus is harmless as
dangerous and irresponsible. “We are in a dramatic
situation at the start of the cold season. It affects us all,
without exception,” Merkel told the Bundestag (lower
house of parliament), adding new restrictions to
reduce social contact were “necessary and propor-
tionate”. Police in the Spanish capital, Madrid, on
Sunday raided 81 illegal parties, 18 drinking sessions
known in Spain as “botellones”, and 10 bars which
broke COVID curbs.

Iran, the Middle East country worst hit by COVID,
reported a record 440 deaths in the past 24 hours,
pushing the death toll up to 35,738 as a ban on travel
in and out of major cities came into force. Protests
flared against new COVID restrictions across Italy last
week, with violence reported in Milan and Turin. More
than 46.37 million people have been infected globally
and 1,198,168? have died from the respiratory disease,
according to a Reuters tally. The United States, which

holds a highly polarised presidential election on
Tuesday, leads the world with more than 9 million cas-
es and 230,700 deaths.

World shares recovered from one-month lows yes-
terday as strengthening factory data in China and
Europe offset news of new virus lockdowns, while
investors prepared for more volatility arising from the
US election. US President Donald Trump has continu-
ally downplayed the virus, mocking Democratic chal-
lenger Joe Biden for wearing a mask and social dis-
tancing at campaign rallies, a tactic which enlivens his
base supporters but infuriates his opponents.

Trump has also ridiculed his top coronavirus task
force adviser, Anthony Fauci, who has contradicted
Trump’s assertions that the US fight against the virus is
“rounding the turn”. “We’re in for a whole lot of hurt.
It’s not a good situation,” Fauci told The Washington
Post on Friday. “All the stars are aligned in the wrong
place as you go into the fall and winter season, with
people congregating at home indoors. You could not
possibly be positioned more poorly.”— Reuters

Tedros Ghebreyesus 

BATANGAS CITY, Philippines: A resident shovels mud from a neighborhood street
following flooding yesterday after supertyphoon Goni made landfall in the
Philippines. — AFP 

AGADIR, Morocco: Haidar, a farmer, walks among orange trees dried out by
drought on Morocco’s southern plains in the country’s agricultural heartland on
Oct 22, 2020. — AFP 

16 dead as
typhoon batters
Philippines
MANILA: The most powerful typhoon
to hit the Philippines this year
destroyed tens of thousands of homes
and killed at least 16 people, officials
said yesterday, as communications to
the worst-hit areas remained cut off.
Catanduanes Island and nearby Albay
province on the most populous island
of Luzon bore the brunt of Typhoon
Goni which was packing maximum sus-
tained wind speeds of 225 kilometres
(140 miles) per hour when it slammed
into the east coast on Sunday.

Ferocious winds and torrential rain
toppled power lines, triggered flooding
and sparked landslides that engulfed
houses as Goni swept across the southern
part of Luzon. It lost intensity as it skirted
the sprawling capital of Manila and head-
ed out to the South China Sea. “We are
horrified by the devastation caused by
this typhoon in many areas including
Catanduanes island and Albay,”
Philippines Red Cross chief Richard
Gordon said in a statement.

“Up to 90 percent of homes have
been badly damaged or destroyed in

some areas. This typhoon has smashed
into people’s lives and livelihoods on top
of the relentless physical, emotional and
economic toll of COVID-19.” Hundreds of
thousands of people fled their homes
ahead of the typhoon and many of them
remain in evacuation centres as authori-
ties scramble to restore power and
telecommunications services in the hard-
est-hit areas.

Ten deaths were recorded in Albay
province, but provincial disaster chief
Cedric Daep said without pre-emptive
evacuations “thousands would have
died”. “We have extensive damage to
infrastructure and housing,” Daep said.
“Many people are hungry. They had
already suffered from Covid due to the
loss of jobs and dislocation. Some don’t
even have kitchen utensils.”

Three of the victims were caught in
landslides of volcanic ash that police said
engulfed numerous houses in two adja-
cent villages near the active Mayon vol-
cano. Another three are still missing. The
mayor of Guinobatan, where the villages
are located, told local media that around
147 homes had been swamped and some
were now unlivable. Goni was ranked as a
“super typhoon” when it made landfall on
Catanduanes where at least six people
died and authorities estimate most hous-
es and infrastructure were damaged or
destroyed. “We are severely affected
here,” provincial Governor Joseph Cua
told a government briefing.—AFP

Drought casts shadow over
prime Moroccan farming land


