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News in brief

Gunmen kill 19 students 

KABUL: Gunmen attacked Kabul University’s campus
yesterday, killing at least 19 students and trading fire with
security forces, a senior Afghan government source and
witnesses said. The attackers were targeting students and
fired on them as they fled in the Afghan capital, one wit-
ness said. “They were shooting at every student they
saw,” Fathullah Moradi told Reuters, saying he had man-
aged to escape through one of the university’s gates with
a group of friends. The Taleban said their fighters were
not involved in the assault. No other group immediately
claimed responsibility. Witnesses said the attack followed
an explosion in the area. “At least 19 killed many others
wounded,” the senior government official said on condi-
tion of anonymity as he was not authorized to speak to
media. Several attackers had entered the campus and
were fighting with security forces, interior ministry
spokesman Tariq Arian said. —Reuters

Belarus protesters detained 

MINSK: About 300 people were detained in the
Belarusian capital Minsk at a weekend opposition rally
against the re-election of President Alexander
Lukashenko, the interior ministry said yesterday.  Tens of
thousands of protesters marched from central Minsk to a
Soviet-era execution site on Sunday in the latest protest
against 66-year-old Lukashenko’s claim to victory in an
August presidential vote. “Some 300 people were
detained in Minsk and the Minsk region for breaking
laws on mass gatherings,” the Belarusian interior min-
istry said on its Telegram channel. It said law enforce-
ment officers used stun grenades and rubber bullets to
disperse the protesters. For nearly three months, pro-
testers have been taking to the streets on Sundays to
voice their opposition to the results of the election which
government critics say were rigged.  —AFP 

Prince William ‘caught COVID’ 

LONDON: Prince William, second-in-line to the British
throne, contracted coronavirus in April but kept his diag-
nosis secret, media reported yesterday. The Sun newspa-
per said the Duke of Cambridge, 38, was diagnosed
shortly after his father, heir-to-the-throne Prince Charles,
announced he had caught the virus in late March. But he
did not make the diagnosis public “because he didn’t
want to alarm the nation”, the tabloid said. The BBC also
reported the story, quoting a palace source. William’s
Kensington Palace office would not confirm the reports
when contacted by AFP but also did not deny they were
true. “There were important things going on and I didn’t
want to worry anyone”, the prince was reported to have
told a guest at an engagement, adding he was “deter-
mined it should be business as usual”.  —AFP 

Fire burns down tents 

SAMOS: A fire broke out early yesterday in the refugee
camp on earthquake hit Greece’s Samos island burning
down 15 tents, the Migration Ministry said. The blaze started
at 4:00 am local time and 21 firemen with seven vehicles
battled for four hours to bring it under control. There were
no reports of injuries. According to official figures, 4,200
people are sheltered at the Samos refugee camp where late
September two more fires had broken out as a result of
arson. The south-Aegean island of Samos was hit by a pow-
erful earthquake that shook the region on Friday and caused
the death of two teenagers and severe damage to buildings.
Sixty-nine people died in western Turkey.  —AFP  

WASHINGTON: As the US awaits election day today,
misleading claims from President Donald Trump and his
opponent Joe Biden are circulating on hot-button issues
including the Covid-19 pandemic, the economy and
healthcare. AFP examines inaccurate claims from both
candidates below.

‘Super predators’ 
Trump claimed in tweets on Sunday that Biden called

young Black men “super predators.” But it was Hillary
Clinton, not Biden, who used the phrase in the 1990s. At
the final presidential debate last month, Biden maintained
that he did not say “super predators.” He did, however,
warn of criminal “predators” when making a speech on
the Senate floor to push for a 1994 crime bill.

Two million lives saved 
Trump and campaign

staffers have repeatedly said
at rallies, town halls and dur-
ing interviews that his gov-
ernment’s response to the
novel coronavirus pandemic
“saved over two million
lives.” The claim relates to a
March 2020 paper from
Imperial College London
that explored how the virus
could spread under different
response levels. The paper said that “in the (unlikely)
absence of any control measures or spontaneous changes
in individual behavior,” deaths could peak at 2.2 million in
the United States. As of 1100 GMT on November 1,
230,556 deaths from 9,127,109 cases had been recorded
in the US. But Trump’s pandemic response did not save
two million people who were expected to die; it rather
avoided an unlikely worst-case scenario in which no
action was taken.

Coronavirus ‘hoax’ 
Biden and his campaign team claimed in an ad that

Trump called the novel coronavirus a “hoax.” The video,
posted on Twitter on September 15, 2020, shows a clip of
Trump at a rally at the beginning of the pandemic at

which he says “the coronavirus...and this is their new
hoax.” It then contrasts that with a recording in which the
president privately called the virus a “killer.”

However, the video from a rally in North Charleston,
South Carolina on February 28, 2020, was misleadingly
edited. “Now the Democrats are politicizing the coron-
avirus,” Trump said, before describing Democratic criti-
cism of his response to the pandemic as “their new hoax.”
“One of my people came up to me and said, ‘Mr President,
they tried to beat you on Russia, Russia, Russia.’ That
didn’t work out too well. They couldn’t do it. They tried the
impeachment hoax,” he said. “They tried anything, they
tried it over and over... And this is their new hoax.”

Job creation 
“We’ve created a record 11.4 million American jobs

since May,” Trump said dur-
ing a speech to the New York
Economic Club on October
14, 2020. The president often
mentions this figure at rallies,
heralding a statistical bounce
that followed the reopening
of the US economy. However,
he usually does not mention
that 22 million jobs had previ-
ously been lost as local gov-
ernments across the country
imposed lockdowns to com-

bat the spread of the coronavirus. Many people who reg-
istered for unemployment due to business closures went
back to work, as opposed to new jobs being created.
Weekly applications for jobless benefits remain higher
than the worst of the 2008-2010 global financial crisis,
and about 23 million people continue to receive some
form of government unemployment support.

Health insurance 
“They have 180 million people, families under what he

wants to do, which will basically be socialized medicine-
you won’t even have a choice-they want to terminate 180
million plans,” Trump said during the final presidential
debate on October 22. He repeated the comments in an
interview on CBS’s “60 minutes.”

The number refers to the 180 million Americans covered
by private insurance from their employers or purchased for
themselves, according to 2019 American Community
Survey figures aggregated by health policy organization
KFF. However, Biden’s plan is to build on the existing
Affordable Care Act, known as Obamacare, “instead of
starting from scratch and getting rid of private insurance.”
He wants to create a new public option for coverage like
Medicare, to lower costs associated with healthcare, while
keeping private options currently in place available.

Pre-existing conditions
Biden has warned at several rallies that Trump’s efforts

to do away with the Affordable Care Act “will take pro-

tections away from pre-existing conditions for over a
hundred million people.” A 2017 report from the
Department of Health estimated that up to 133 million
people fell into that category. A report from health con-
sulting firm Avalere found that 102 million individuals have
a pre-existing condition and are not on Medicare or
Medicaid. However, individuals with pre-existing condi-
tions whose health insurance is covered by their employ-
ers already have some protections under the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996. In
2019, 55.4 percent of Americans were covered under
their employer’s insurance, according to the Census
American Community Survey, while 5.9 percent pur-
chased private health care, according to KFF.  —AFP

Misleading claims from Trump and Biden

Inaccurate claims persist as 
US election day approaches

TAMPA: Supporters wearing Proud Boy clothing wave to the camera during a Make America Great
Again campaign rally on Oct 29, 2020. —AFP

New Zealand gets 
tattooed Maori FM
and gay deputy PM
WELLINGTON: Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
unveiled what she called an “incredibly diverse” cabinet
yesterday that includes New Zealand’s first openly gay
deputy prime minister and a foreign minister with a
Maori facial tattoo. The centre-left leader revamped her
ministerial line-up in the wake of a landslide election
victory, saying her second-term priorities were
responding to Covid-19 and promoting economic
recovery.

Ardern appointed Grant Robertson as deputy prime
minister, making him the first openly gay person to hold
the role. Women and the Maori community are also
strongly represented in the 20-member cabinet, includ-
ing new Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta, who has a
moko kauae-a traditional female Maori tattoo on the
chin. While expressing pride at her cabinet’s diversity,
Ardern also said appointments were made on merit. “It
is both a cabinet with huge merit and talent, which also
happens to be incredibly diverse,” the 40-year-old said.

“I think it’s an important point to make-these are
individuals who have been promoted for what they
bring to the cabinet, they also reflect the New
Zealand that elected them.” Robertson, 49, has long
acted as Ardern’s right-hand man-he controlled the
government’s purse strings as finance minister during
her first term and was chief strategist of her election
campaign. The deputy’s role-which he will hold along
with the finance and infrastructure portfolios-for-
malises his position and will see him become acting
prime minister when Ardern is overseas.

‘Fantastic relationships’ 
Asked about the significance of having a gay man

as her second in command, Ardern said Robertson
was selected for his leadership abilities, not how he
identified. “One of the amazing things about New
Zealand is that we are often in a space where these
questions become secondary,” she said. Mahuta, the
first woman to become New Zealand foreign minister,
was elected to parliament in 1996 but got the tradi-
tional tattoo in 2016 at the urging of her daughter.

The distinctive decoration is unique to her,
although it has design elements specific to her
iwi, or tribe. The male moko covers the entire
face. At the time, Mahuta said the tattoo was a
way to both honour her ancestors and reduce

stigma surrounding an aspect of Maori culture
that many New Zealanders have associated with
crime and gangs. “She’s someone who builds fan-
tastic relationships very, very quickly and that is
one of the key jobs in a foreign affairs role,”
Ardern said of her new chief diplomat. —AFP

SYDNEY: This file photo taken on Feb 28, 2020 shows
New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern (right)
and New Zealand’s then-Minister of Maori Development
and Local Government Nanaia Mahuta posing for pho-
tographs at Admiralty House. —AFP

Colombia’s former
rebels march over 
murders
BOGOTA: Around 2,000 former FARC guerrillas rallied
in the Colombian capital Sunday to protest the murder
of 236 ex-combatants since signing a 2016 peace
agreement. Members of the former rebel movement
turned political party arrived in Bogota after completing
a 200-kilometer march from the southern town of
Mesetas.  “We are mobilizing to demand respect for our
lives and also for compliance with the peace agree-
ment,” FARC Senator Victoria Sandino told AFP, faced
with what she called a “genocide against the signato-
ries” of the 2016 peace agreement that ended a half-
century of conflict. 

Sandino holds one of 10 Congress seats reserved for
FARC under the peace deal, when the bulk of the move-
ment laid down its weapons. The march began in
Mesetas on October 21, following the killing of two local
ex-FARC combatants days before. Two more ex-rebels

were killed on October 24 as the delegation continued
towards Bogota, in what Rodrigo Granda, one of the
negotiators of the agreement and a leader of the party,
described as “a low blow to peace.”

‘State responsibility’ 
On Sunday, the ex-rebels marched to Bolivar Square

in the historic center of Bogota, converging with two
other delegations from the south and north of the coun-
try to demand a meeting with right-wing President Ivan
Duque. Duque came to power in 2018 vowing to modify
the peace agreement made by his predecessor Juan
Manuel Santos, which he considered too lenient on for-
mer rebels accused of atrocities.  However, Congress has
rejected the move. The marchers banged drums, blew
trumpets and waved banners, including one with the slo-
gan, “Duque: we did not sign the peace deal to be killed.”
“We are asking the president to meet with us so that we
can talk about the challenges facing the Colombian state
in guaranteeing the safety of its citizens,” said Pastor
Alape, a prominent FARC party leader.

According to the FARC, 236 signatories of the
peace deal have been killed since it was signed.
“There is a state responsibility in these crimes,” said
Alape, adding that the killings have been motivated by

“intolerance in the speeches of government officials,
and the president of the republic himself.” The gov-
ernment says drug-trafficking organizations are
behind most of the killings, as they fight a turf war
over the production and export of cocaine through
Central America to the United States. —AFP

BOGOTA: Former FARC guerrilla members take part in
a demonstration demanding peace accords to be
respected in front of the Colombian Supreme Court on
Sunday. —AFP

Biden accused
of calling Black
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Record fires ravage 
Brazil’s Amazon and 
Pantanal regions
BRASILIA: A record high number of fires scorched
Brazil’s Amazon and Pantanal wetlands last month, official
data showed on Sunday, as deforestation and climate
change wreaked havoc on some of the planet’s most valu-
able ecosystems. The Amazon rainforest has been
described as the Earth’s “lungs” due to its role in produc-
ing almost 10 percent of the world’s oxygen. The Pantanal
further south is one of the world’s largest tropical wet-
lands and a biodiversity paradise that extends across
Brazil’s borders into Paraguay and Bolivia.

The number of fires typically fall in October as the
Amazon approaches the rainy season. But Brazil’s National
Institute of Space Research (INPE) on Sunday recorded
17,326 fires in the Amazon in October, more than double the
number seen in the same month in 2019. Satellite imagery
showed close to 100,000 fires in the first 10 months of 2020,
more than were seen in the whole of last year. The INPE also
detected almost 3,000 individual fires in the Pantanal, a new
monthly record since data collection began in 1998.

The region - 23 percent of which is estimated to have
gone up in smoke this year - has seen a record-breaking
21,115 fires so far this year, more than double the number
registered in all of 2019. Experts and environmental
NGOs blame the worsening fires on Brazilian president
Jair Bolsonaro, a climate change skeptic who supports
opening both regions to logging and farming. Some fires
are the result of burning to prepare the land for livestock,
despite a 120-day ban on the practice imposed in July. 

“With deforestation rates increasing in recent years,
warnings by researchers were ignored by the government:
deforestation and fire go together,” said Mariana
Napolitano, the head of the science program at World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Brazil. “After deforesting the jungle,
the offenders set fires to clean up the accumulated organ-
ic material... at the end of the month, with the arrival of the
rains, the pace of the fires seems to be slowing down, but
we can hardly depend on climate factors,” she said. “What
happened in the dry season in the Amazon and Pantanal
cannot be repeated.” Climate change has also played a
role in the fires, with a team of international researchers
warning this year that rising global temperatures posed a
“critical threat” to the Pantanal’s delicate ecosystem.
President Bolsonaro has denounced a campaign of “disin-
formation” about the Pantanal and the Amazon, even
blaming local indigenous people and activists for setting
the fires. —AFP


