
News in brief

Roma continue impressive start 

ROME: AS Roma continued their impressive
start to the season when Leonardo Spinazzola
and Pedro gave them a 2-0 win over Fiorentina
in Serie A on Sunday. Spinazzola put Roma
ahead with a ‘Route One’ goal in the 12th minute.
Goalkeeper Antonio Mirante sent a long clear-
ance upfield which flew over Fiorentina’s back
line and Spinazzola raced away, cut inside a
defender and fired a low shot into the net.
Henrikh Mkhitaryan set up the second in the
70th minute with a low cross for Pedro which
the Spaniard tapped into the net from close
range. Roma, who have 11 points from six games,
are unbeaten on the pitch in all competitions this
season although they were penalized with a 3-0
defeat by Verona-a game that ended 0-0 - for
irregularly fielding Amadou Diawara. —Reuters 

Real’s Militao tests positive 

MADRID: Real Madrid defender Eder Militao
has contracted coronavirus on the eve of the
Champions League group stage tie with Inter
Milan, the Spanish giants said yesterday.
Brazil’s 22-year-old centre-back, who has fea-
tured three times in the league and in Europe
this, returned the result after tests on Sunday.
“All the other players and the technical staff
from the first team, as well as all the employees
of the club who work directly with them, tested
negative in that same test,” Real said in a state-
ment. “The club would like to confirm once
again that everyone, with the exception of Eder
Militao, tested negative in the antigen tests
carried out that same morning.” According to
UEFA’s guidelines Militao must return a nega-
tive test at least six hours before kick-off to be
able to feature against Inter in the Spanish
capital today. —AFP 

Rublev wins fifth ATP title 

VIENNA: Andrey Rublev eased to victory over
Lorenzo Sonego on Sunday in the Vienna final
to win his fifth ATP title of the season and
secure a spot at the Tour Finals in London. The
Russian cruised to a 6-4, 6-4 win in under an
hour and a quarter and has won more ATP tour-
naments this season than any other player. “This
tournament is really special for me because my
grandma was also Austrian, so I have Austrian
blood,” Rublev, who reached both the US and
French Open quarter-finals this year, said. “It’s a
really special title for me.” He will make his
debut at the season-ending Tour Finals, which
start on November 15, being held in London for
the final time. “I’m happy that I will compete in
London for the first time. I’m really looking for-
ward (to it),” Rublev added. —AFP 

Rafael Nadal back in Paris

PARIS: Rafael Nadal said on Sunday that he
“is not worried” about his history of injury
withdrawals at the Paris Masters ahead of his
latest bid to win the event for the first time, just
three weeks after his 13th French Open title.
This will only be Nadal’s eighth appearance in
the tournament at Bercy Arena, situated less
than 14km across Paris from Roland Garros,
and he has reached the final just once. His last
two visits have ended in injury, last year before
a semi-final against Denis Shapovalov, and in
2017 ahead of a quarter-final with Fil ip
Krajinovic. “I am here to play my best and not
to think about injuries, hopefully not,” said the
34-year-old. “When I go to a tournament, I just
focus on trying to play my best tennis. Not
worry about if I got injured in the past that can
happen again. —AFP 

Crew edge Union 2-1 

LOS ANGELES: Krisztian Nemeth scored in
the 84th minute to give the Columbus Crew a 2-
1 victory on Sunday over visiting Philadelphia,
denying the Union a chance to clinch the Major
League Soccer regular-season crown. Only sec-
onds after entering the match as a substitute for
Gyasi Zardes, Hungarian forward Nemeth
tapped in a right-wing pass from Luis Diaz,
finding the net on his first touch of the game.
That proved to be the decider as the Crew
improved to third in the Eastern Conference at
11-5-5. Philadelphia’s league-best mark slid to
13-4 with five drawn. Brazilian midfielder Artur
scored in the 37th minute, firing into the lower
left corner to give Columbus a 1-0 lead. Dutch
midfielder Jamiro Monteiro hit the equalizer for
the Union from the penalty spot in the 57th
minute. That followed a foul in the area on
Philadelphia’s Sergio Santos by the Crew’s
Jonathan Mensah. — AFP 

Djokovic stays at top 

PARIS: Novak Djokovic remains top of the
world rankings despite his surprise defeat to
lucky loser Lorenzo Sonego in Vienna last week,
the ATP announced yesterday. Djokovic made
his return to the court in Austria having not
played since Roland Garros and has now spent
293 weeks as the world’s best player, edging
closer to Roger Federer’s record of 310. The
Serb 17-time Grand Slam winner is virtually
guaranteed to equal Pete Sampras’s record of
securing a year-ending top ranking for the sixth
time with second-placed Rafael Nadal unlikely
to play at Sofia this month. Italian Sonego rises
to a career-best of 32nd after inflicting on
Djokovic the worst three-set loss of his career.
This week, Nadal is in action at the Paris
Masters and said on Sunday he was not worried
about injuries which have ended his last two vis-
its to the tournament. — AFP 

DUBAI: Pat Cummins claimed four wickets and
skipper Eoin Morgan scored 68 as Kolkata Knight
Riders knocked Rajasthan Royals out of the Indian
Premier League with a 60-run win on Sunday.
Kolkata ended the league phase with their seventh
win this season to have a chance of reaching the
play-offs while Royals are set to finish bottom of the
eight-team table. 

Morgan hit his first half-century of the campaign
to propel Kolkata to 191 for seven and Cummins
then returned figures of 4-34 as Royals managed
just 131 for nine in 20 overs in Dubai. Kolkata, who
moved to fourth spot and improved their net run-
rate with a big win, now await their fate which
depends on the results of the last two league
matches in the coming two days.

“I don’t think we could have done anything more
today. So whatever happens from here is up to the
Gods,” Morgan said. Morgan led the charge for the
two-time champions with his best IPL score as he
took the attack to the opposition with five fours and
six sixes in his 35-ball knock. West Indies all round-
er Andre Russell played a crucial cameo of 25 off 11
balls. Cummins, who scored 15 with the bat, once
again justified his IPL price tag of $2.17 m-the most
expensive foreign player for the 2020 season-as he

struck crucial blows.
The Australian quick, who took 12 wickets in 14

games, got Robin Uthappa in the first over and
struck twice in his next to send in-form Ben Stokes,
for 18, and skipper Steve Smith, for four, trudging
back to the pavilion. “Earlier I put a lot of pressure
on myself after that first game when I didn’t bowl
well. The longer the tournament has gone I have
bowled better and better,” said Cummins. “The
great thing about IPL is there are so many other
games on and so many great bowlers on display so
there is a lot to learn from.”

Fast bowler Shivam Mavi and spinner Varun
Chakravarthy supported Cummins as they took two
wickets each. Holders Mumbai Indians have already
secured a play-off place with one match to go.
Royal Challengers Bangalore, Delhi Capitals,
Sunrisers Hyderabad and Kolkata are fighting it out
for the next three spots. Virat Kohli’s Bangalore
took on Delhi yesterday followed by Hyderabad
clashing with Mumbai today.

Dhoni vows return 
Meanwhile, skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni

vowed Sunday to return for Chennai Super Kings in
next year’s Indian Premier League, after his team

ended Kings XI Punjab’s play-off hopes in both
sides’ final game of the season. But the 39-year-old
said the team-which has many over-35s including
Shane Watson and Faf du Plessis-would need an
overhaul before going into next season, scheduled
for April-May.

And coach Stephen Fleming said it would be a
“great challenge” to rebuild the team-dubbed
“Dad’s army” in the media-for the upcoming season.
Three-time IPL winners Chennai were the first of
the eight teams to drop out of contention, raising
doubts about captain Dhoni’s future with the fran-
chise. But they signed off their campaign with three
successive triumphs, including this comprehensive
nine-wicket victory in Abu Dhabi.

Punjab, who had been rooted to the foot of the
table for much of the tournament, ended with back-
to-back defeats after a five-match winning streak
had got KL Rahul’s men back into contention.
Veteran wicketkeeper-batsman Dhoni, who ended
his international career in August, assured fans
ahead of the match that he would return in the yel-
low jersey. “Definitely not,” Dhoni said at the toss
when he was asked by former New Zealand pace-
man Danny Morrison if the game against Punjab
was his last for Chennai. — Agencies 
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Red Bull Skydive Team performs in Almaty, Kazakhstan. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

stc sponsors Kuwait 
Football Association 
and league 2020-2021
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications
Company - stc, a world-class digital leader pro-
viding innovative services and platforms to cus-
tomers, enabling the digital transformation in
Kuwait, announced the continuation of its spon-
sorship for the Kuwait Football Association
(KFA) and its soccer tournaments for the season
2020/2021. 

The official partnership announcement took
place at stc’s Headquarters at Olympia Tower, in
the presence of the President of KFA, Sheikh
Ahmed Youssef Al-Sabah and stc’s CEO Engineer
Maziad Bin Nasser AlHarbi, and executives from
both parties. The competitions for the upcoming

season includes the
Kuwait Premier League
(also known as stc
Premier League), the
Amir Cup, the Crown
Prince Cup, the Super
Cup and the Ranking
Cup. 

On this occasion, Al-
Sabah commented: “We
are delighted to contin-
ue this partnership with

one of the leading companies in Kuwait and the
region in telecommunications and digital solu-
tions. Our objective is to continue building the
local sports scene, while spreading the spirit of
challenge and good sportsmanship amongst all
the Kuwaiti football clubs with stc’s support.”

On his part, AlHarbi commented, “Following
the successful outcome witnessed throughout the
previous seasons and our sponsorship since
2013, stc is once again proud to continue its
cooperation with KFA by sponsoring the upcom-
ing season. Through our role, we aim to ensure
the successful outcome of the coming league by
engaging our professional team and resources
side by side with the KFA. Our support towards
the local sports community stems from our firm
belief in the added value and benefits such initia-
tives bring to the community and the younger
generation.”

For more details, customers can follow stc’s
official social media platforms, visit one of stc’s
branches, download the my stc application, visit
www.stc.com.kw or contact the customer service
center on 102 for around-the-clock assistance. 

MIAMI: Brian Gay sank a 10-foot birdie putt on the
first playoff hole Sunday to defeat fellow American
Wyndham Clark and win the Bermuda Championship
to snap a seven-year US PGA win drought. In his
602nd tour appearance, the 48-year-old world num-
ber 328 captured his first US PGA title since the 2013
Humana Challenge for his fifth triumph overall.

“This is absolutely insane,” Gay said. “I’ve been
playing awful since Covid. It has been a struggle,
working hard, coming back.” Gay fired a seven-
under par 64 and Clark shot 65 in the final round to
leave them level atop the leaderboard on 15-under
269 after 72 holes at Port Royal Golf Course in
Southampton. After a clutch tap-in birdie at 18 on the
72nd hole in tournament play to match Clark for the
lead, Gay dropped his approach in the playoff 10 feet
from the cup and sank the clutch putt.

Clark rolled his eight-foot birdie bid past the hole
moments later and Gay had the victory. “I had been
third here (last year) so I had some good feelings
coming into this,” Gay said. “I know I have the game
to compete out here. It’s easy to have doubt creep in
there. There are some great players out here. A lot of
them are my daughter’s age. “It feels really good to
win out here.” American Ollie Schniederjans, playing
on a sponsor exemption, was third on 271 followed
by compatriots Stewart Cink, Doc Redman and
Denny McCarthy and Australian Matt Jones on 272.

World number 183 Clark, 26, birdied five of the
first seven holes and seized a three-stroke lead on the
back nine before Gay charged late with seven birdies
in a 10-hole span. Gay’s other PGA titles came at the
2008 Mayakoba Classic, 2009 Heritage Classic and
2009 St. Jude Classic. Clark settled for his best-ever
PGA finish. “I’m pretty bummed. I would have liked to
have won,” Clark said. “I’m disappointed... I had
chances. I just didn’t capitalize.” — AFP 
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SOUTHAMPTON: Brian Gay of the United States cele-
brates with the trophy after winning during a playoff in
the final round of the Bermuda Championship on
November 01, 2020. — AFP 

Gay wins playoff to 
end PGA drought 


