
WASHINGTON: Americans voted yesterday 
under the shadow of a surging coronavirus pan-
demic to decide whether to reelect Republican 
Donald Trump, one of the most polarizing presi-
dents in US history, or send Democrat Joe Biden to 
the White House. A record-breaking number of ear-
ly votes – some 100 million – had already been cast 
in an election that had the country on edge and was 
being closely watched in capitals around the world. 

The 77-year-old Biden served for eight years as 
vice president to Barack Obama. The former sena-
tor from Delaware, who is making his third bid for 
the presidency, began his day with a visit to the 
church in Wilmington, Delaware, where his son, 
Beau Biden, and first wife and daughter are buried. 

Trump, 74, who is seeking to become the first US 
president to win reelection after being impeached, 
dismissed the polls showing him trailing Biden. “I 
think we have a very solid chance of winning,” he 

said yesterday morning on “Fox and Friends.” “We 
think we’re doing very well everywhere. The crowds 
have been incredible. Our country can never be the 
same country if they win,” Trump said,  adding that 
America would become a “socialist” nation.  

At the same time, Trump has cast doubt on the 
integrity of the election and threatened legal chal-
lenges, claiming the only way he can lose is if the 
results are “rigged”. Casting her vote in New York, 
Megan Byrnes-Borderan, 35, said Trump’s threats 
were “part of why it is so scary”. “I believe that 
Trump will go through all odds to try to win the 
election,” she said. 

Trump has waged a campaign against mail-in vot-
ing for months, claiming it could lead to fraud and all 
ballots should be tabulated on Election Day. Several 
states, including battlegrounds Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin, do not begin counting mail-in ballots 
until Election Day itself. Besides the White House, all 
435 seats in the House of Representatives are at stake, 
and Democrats are expected to hold and possibly 
expand their majority in the chamber. Roughly one-
third of the Senate is up for grabs and Republicans 
risk losing their 53-47 majority. 

The bitter divisions and passions sparked by the 
bruising election campaign are sure to leave one 
side disappointed and have sparked fears of 
unrest. In Washington and many other cities, stores 
have been boarding up and law enforcement is on 
high alert. In a tweet flagged with a warning label 
by Twitter, Trump said a slow vote count in crucial  
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Dubai’s Sheikh Mohammed  
receives trial COVID vaccine

Bahrain allows experimental vaccine use on frontline workers
DUBAI: Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al-Maktoum said yesterday he had received an 
experimental coronavirus vaccine, becoming the 
latest United Arab Emirates official to take part in 
the trials. Two vaccines are undergoing third-phase 
trials in the UAE, one produced by Chinese drug 
giant Sinopharm, and Russia’s Sputnik-V, named 
after the Soviet-era satellite. 

“While receiving the COVID-19 vaccine today,” 
Sheikh Mohammed captioned a photograph of him-
self he posted on Twitter with his sleeve rolled up, 
as a healthcare worker in full protective equipment 
administered the injection. “We wish everyone safe-
ty and great health, and we are proud of ouar teams 
who have worked relentlessly to make the vaccine 
available in the UAE,” he said, without specifying 
which vaccine he took. 

Chinese drug giant Sinopharm began the third 
phase of trials for a COVID-19 vaccine in the UAE 
in July and Emirati officials say the results have been 
positive. Last month, authorities announced the 
UAE had also approved clinical trials of Russia’s 
Sputnik V, becoming the first Middle East country 
to do so. Sheikh Mohammed is also vice-president 
and prime minister of the UAE, a collection of seven 
emirates which has so far recorded more than 
136,000 coronavirus cases, 503 of them fatal. 

Meanwhile, Bahrain has granted emergency 
approval for the use of Sinopharm’s vaccine candi-
date currently in phase III trials on frontline work-

ers from yesterday, state news agency BNA said. 
The vaccine candidate, nearing the end of phase III 
trials in the UAE, Egypt, Bahrain and Jordan, is a 
partnership between Sinopharm’s China National 
Biotec Group (CNBG) and Abu Dhabi-based artifi-
cial intelligence and cloud computing company 
Group 42 (G42). 

The UAE in September authorized similar emer-
gency use of the same vaccine for frontline workers 
at high risk of infection with the new coronavirus.  
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DUBAI: A handout image provided yesterday shows 
Dubai Ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum 
receiving an injection of a COVID-19 vaccine. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Zain Group, the lead-
ing telecom innovator in eight 
markets across the Middle East 
and Africa, announced its consol-
idated financial results for the 
third-quarter (Q3) and nine-
month periods (9M) ended Sept 
30, 2020. The company ended 
the period with a stable customer 
base of 48.9 million customers. 

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain 
Vice-Chairman and Group CEO 
commented: “The telecom sector 
is not immune to the current pan-
demic facing the global commu-
nity that will continue to play 
havoc across all aspects of socio-
economic life for the foreseeable 
future. Nevertheless, we continue 
our resolve and commitment to 
ensuring meaningful connectivity 
and implementing more digitali-
zation initiatives to better serve 

businesses, governments, and 
societies, aiming to lessen the 
impact of COVID-19 on society.” 

Regarding key operations, 
Kharafi noted Zain Kuwait 
remains the company’s most 

profitable operation with its 5G 
network driving digital innova-
tion across the country as well 
as focusing on profitable oppor-
tunities in the country’s B2B 
segment. (See Page 9)

Zain Group records resilient revenues  
of $3.9 billion for 9 months of 2020

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi 

News in brief
Amir condemns Vienna attack 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah strongly condemned 
yesterday a terrorist attack in the Austrian capi-
tal Vienna that killed four people and injured 15. 
This criminal act, which targets innocent civil-
ians, is contrary to humanitarian principles and 
morals, the Amir said in a cable to Austrian 
President Alexander Van der Bellen. He reiterat-
ed Kuwait’s rejection of all forms of terrorism 
and extremism regardless of their motives. HH 
the Amir expressed condolences to the presi-
dent and families of the victims, and wished 
speedy recovery to the wounded. — KUNA 

Qatar sets first election  
 
DOHA: Qatar’s ruler said yesterday that a long 
delayed vote for the country’s policy reviewing 
chamber, the Shura Council, will be held in Oct 
2021, marking the Gulf emirate’s first national 
election. “We are taking an important step in 
strengthening the Qatari consultative traditions 
and developing the legislative process with the 
participation of a wider range of citizens,” Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani said. “We have 
our solid system rooted in the structure of our 
society and... it is not a multi-party system, but 
rather an emirate system based on established 
traditions of fair and rational governance.” – AFP 

Ant Group postpones IPO  
 
SHANGHAI: China’s Ant Group yesterday sus-
pended its record-breaking IPO in both Hong 
Kong and Shanghai as the fintech giant faces 
growing pressure from Chinese regulators over 
potential risks. Ant will suspend both legs of its 
$34 billion listing – originally set to take place this 
week –after being ordered by Chinese regulators 
to postpone its Shanghai offering over concerns it 
would not meet listing requirements, the company 
said in a filing yesterday. The move comes after 
co-founder Jack Ma, Ant Group chairman Eric 
Jing, and chief executive Simon Hu were sum-
moned to an unusual meeting with regulators on 
Monday. — AFP 

PHOENIX: An ‘I voted’ sticker is placed on the shirt of a 
voter at Burton Barr Central Library yesterday. – AFP 

America on edge 
as nation decides 

BAYRAKLI, Turkey: A three-year-
old girl was pulled from rubble yes-
terday, 91 hours after a powerful 
earthquake hit western Turkey, offer-
ing a ray of hope for grieving families 
as the death toll soared past 100. But 
only hours after Ayda Gezgin was 
miraculously recovered in the hard-hit 
town of Bayrakli, rescuers found the 
lifeless body of her mother Fidan, 38, 
in the same room of their destroyed 
apartment, Turkey’s IHH Islamic chari-
ty told AFP. 

Rescuers and families have been 
riding waves of emotion, from pro-
found grief to elated relief, depending 
on whether bodies or survivors are 
extracted from the broken slabs of 

high-rise buildings leveled by Friday’s 
7.0-magnitude quake. The quake, felt 
as far away as Athens, killed two 
teenagers on their way home from 
school on the Greek island of Samos, 
where some homes collapsed. 

But most of the damage struck in 
and around Turkey’s Aegean resort 
city of Izmir, where the death toll 
reached 107 yesterday. None of the 
Turkish coastal towns were hit harder 
than Bayrakli, a residential district 
dotted with seven- and eight-floor 
apartment buildings, dozens of which 
were either damaged or completely 
destroyed. 

The tragedy and sheer joy felt by 
the Gezgin family within a matter of 
hours encapsulates the emotions tear-
ing apart Izmir and the entire country 
as Turkey recovers from its biggest 
disaster in years. Rescuers, exhausted 
but determined on their fourth day of 
round-the-clock work, were zeroing 
in on four buildings where they felt 
they still could find someone alive. 

They broke out in applause and 
shouts of “Allahu Akbar”, or “God is 
Greatest”, the moment they realized 
they had rescued Ayda. “We have wit-
nessed a miracle in the 91st hour,” 

Izmir mayor Tunc Soyer tweeted. “The 
miracle’s name is Ayda,” President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan tweeted 
moments later.  
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‘Miracle’ girl  
rescued 4 days 
after quake

IZMIR: This handout picture shows rescue workers carrying 3-year-old Ayla 
Gezgin out of the rubble of a collapsed building yesterday.—AFP 


