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Amir commends contributions 
of KDIPA to Kuwait’s economy

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday commended 
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority’s 
contributions to create a competitive economic 
environment, and attract direct investments to boost 
growth and diversify income. His Highness the Amir 
made the remarks during a reception of Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, Acting Minister of State 
for Youth Affairs and Board Chairman of KDIPA 
Khaled Al-Roudhan, KDIPA’s Director General 
Sheikh Dr Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his 
Deputy Wafa Al-Qatami. They presented KDIPA’s 
2019-2020 annual report to His Highness the Amir. 

His Highness the Amir praised the efforts exerted 
by KDIPA’s executives to create investment oppor-
tunities to push forward development in order to 

create a competitive economic environment with 
the objective of promoting the economic status of 
the State of Kuwait. He also commended KDIPA’s 
constant development of the business environment, 
wishing them success. Minister of Amiri Diwan 

Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, President of Amiri 
Diwan Sheikh Mubarak Faisal Al-Sabah and Amiri 
Diwan Protocol chief Sheikh Khaled Abdullah Al-
Sabah attended the meeting. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received minis-
ter Roudhan and the senior KDIPA officials, who 
presented to His Highness a copy of the authority’s 
annual report. His Highness Sheikh Mishal praised 
the relentless efforts exerted by all KDIPA man-
agement and staff to help boost investment and the 
country’s economy. His Highness the Crown Prince 
underlined the importance of direct investment to 
help contribute in sustained developments and 
serve the New Kuwait Vision 2035.  

Minister Roudhan and the KDIPA team also 

presented a copy of the report to His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah; who praised the authority’s contribu-
tions to create a competitive economic environ-
ment, attract direct investments, boost growth and 
diversify sources of income. His Highness also laud-
ed KDIPA executives’ efforts to push forward 
development and promoting Kuwait’s economic 
status. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah also received His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad at Bayan Palace. — KUNA

Crown Prince praises relentless efforts of KDIPA management, staff 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a copy of Kuwait Direct 
Investment Promotion Authority’s 2019-2020 annual report from KDIPA’s Director General Sheikh Dr Mishal 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, as Commerce Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan and KDIPA’s Deputy Director General 
Wafa Al-Qatami look on. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah receives a copy of Kuwait 
Direct Investment Promotion Authority’s 2019-2020 annual report.
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Bahrain’s Health Minister Faeqa bint Saeed Al-

Saleh said yesterday, in comments carried by BNA, 
that the use of the vaccine complies with the coun-
try’s regulations on exceptional licensing in emer-
gency cases. “The results of phase I and phase II 
clinical trials showed the vaccine is safe and effec-
tive,” she said, adding that phase III trials were 
going smoothly and without serious side effects. 

Around 7,770 people have so far volunteered in 
the Phase III trials in Bahrain and have received a 
second dose, the minister added. The phase III trials 
of the inactivated virus vaccine began in mid-July in 
the UAE, and were expanded to Bahrain, Egypt and 

Jordan. G42 Healthcare CEO Ashish Koshy last 
month said the vaccine had been administered to 
more than 31,000 people across those countries. 

Several ministers and senior officials have 
already received the vaccine in both the UAE and 
Bahrain. UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan and Deputy Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al-Nahyan have taken the 
experimental vaccine.  In September, Bahrain 
announced that Crown Prince Salman had taken 
part in third phase trials of the Sinopharm vaccine.  

Dozens of companies, from biotech start-ups to 
Big Pharma, are racing to develop a safe and effec-
tive COVID-19 vaccine. The World Health 
Organization has identified 42 “candidate vaccines” 
at the stage of clinical trials. Ten of them are at the 
most advanced “phase three” stage, in which a vac-
cine’s effectiveness is tested on a large scale, gener-
ally tens of thousands of people across several con-
tinents. — Agencies 
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Pennsylvania could lead to “rampant and 

unchecked cheating”. “It will also induce violence in 
the streets. Something must be done!” he tweeted. 

Biden has focused his attacks on Trump’s han-
dling of the COVID-19 pandemic which has left 
more than 231,000 people dead in the United 
States, and the divisive nature of his presidency. 
“We’re done with the chaos! We’re done with the 
tweets, the anger, the hate, the failure, the irrespon-
sibility,” Biden said at an election eve rally in 
Cleveland, Ohio. “We’re coming together for a big 
win tomorrow,” Biden said in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where he was joined by pop superstar 
Lady Gaga. “It’s time to stand up and take back our 
democracy.” 

Biden, like Hillary Clinton in 2016, is expected to 
win the popular vote but all eyes are on the 538-
member Electoral College that ultimately deter-
mines the winner of the race. A candidate needs 270 
electoral votes to win and it may come down to vot-
ers in the tossup states of Arizona, Florida, Georgia, 
Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Trump won 306 electoral votes in 2016 and he pre-
dicted yesterday he would do even better this time. 
“I think we’ll top it,” he said. 

Trump, who was briefly knocked off the cam-
paign trail in early October by a bout with Covid-
19, wrapped up his campaign with a whirlwind day 
of rallies, addressing supporters twice in Michigan 

and making stops in North Carolina, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin. He ended up in the early hours of 
yesterday in Grand Rapids, Michigan – the same 
place where he concluded his against-the-odds 
campaign in 2016. 

While yesterday was formally Election Day, in 
reality Americans have been voting for weeks. With 
a huge expansion in mail-in voting to safeguard 
against the COVID-19 pandemic, some 100 million 
people have already made their choice. Trump has 
lost ground among suburban women, who favor 
Biden by a double-digit margin, and his “law and 
order” response to protests for racial justice may 
have turned off many Black voters. 

Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic 
has also led to a potential loss of support among 
seniors. In one of US history’s great political gam-
bles, Biden stuck to socially distanced gatherings 
with small crowds while Trump held large rallies 
where few supporters wore masks. Many early 
votes are believed to have been cast by Democrats, 
and Trump’s side is hoping for a massive wave of 
Republican supporters voting in person yesterday. 

“When you come to one of these rallies, all you 
think is, how could he not win?” said Kolleen Wall, 
who turned out to cheer Trump in Grand Rapids. 
As voters went to the polls in the US, the eyes of 
the world were on the fate of a norm-breaking 
president with the campaign slogan “America 
First”. Trump’s first term featured strained rela-
tions with NATO allies, withdrawal from the Paris 
climate accord and World Health Organization and 
renunciation of the Iran nuclear deal. Relations 
with China have also become increasingly strained 
with Trump blaming Beijing for the COVID-19 
pandemic. – AFP  
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“With your smiling eyes, you have inspired new 

hope for us. Thank God. Get well soon, my lovely little 
one.” 

The rescue came a day after a four-year-old and a 
14-year-old were found alive in the same district, pro-
viding encouragement to rescue workers, despite per-
sistent fears of aftershocks. Ayda called for her mother 
as she was taken to a waiting ambulance in a gold foil 
blanket, an AFP correspondent at the scene said. The 
Milliyet daily said her mother had returned home from 

taking the girl out to the neighborhood park just 10 
minutes before disaster struck. Her father, who sur-
vived, was not at home at the time of the quake. 

“Slowly, slowly,” the rescue workers told each oth-
er as they pulled the mother’s body from the wreck-
age. Hours earlier, many of the same people were hug-
ging each other and crying tears of joy, realizing they 
had saved a l ittle girl who looked remarkably 
unharmed and completely calm. “I asked her: Are you 
okay? I was curious to see if she was alright. She 
asked for ayran,” said rescue worker Ahmet Celik, 
referring to the salty yoghurt drink. “I told her the 
ayran would come later,” he told AFP, laughing. “She 
loves ayran.” 

Rescuers said they realized someone was still alive 
at the site on Monday night, before painstakingly 
working to reach her. “It was a child’s, a female voice,” 
said fellow rescue worker Ibrahim Topal.  — AFP 
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