
Former veteran
MP leads 31
candidates on 9th day
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: As many as 31 new candidates including
five women yesterday registered to contest the forth-
coming parliamentary polls scheduled for December
5, raising the number of candidates so far to 364
including 33 women. The registration of candidates
ends today while withdrawal of candidates will contin-
ue until seven days before the elections date.

Two MPs, Mohammad Al-Mutair in the second
constituency and Ahmad Al-Fadhl in the third con-
stituency were the only lawmakers who filed their
papers hoping to get re-elected. As many as 38 of the
50 MPs in the outgoing assembly have registered as
candidates. But the major surprise yesterday was the
registration of Hasan Jawhar, a veteran former opposi-
tion lawmaker, who has boycotted all elections since
2012 when the single-vote system was introduced by
the government.

Jawhar’s registration comes amid reports that a
number of leading opposition figures, including Obaid
Al-Wasmi, were planning to end the boycott and con-
test the elections. But several leading opposition fig-
ures like Mussallam Al-Barrak, Jamaan Al-Harbash,
Faisal Al-Meslim and others remain in self-exile in
Turkey for the past two years when the top court sen-
tenced them to several years in jail over storming the
national assembly building in 2011.

A section of the opposition believes that the best
way to stop the slide in the domestic politics is to par-
ticipate in the elections and increase their presence in
the assembly, while the other section still believes that
there is no way of reforming domestic politics under
the current voting system. In the meantime, head of an
assembly panel probing the Malaysian sovereign fund
scandal MP Awdah Al-Awdah said the committee vot-
ed to approve a report on the issue and send it to the
government. The lawmaker said the panel arrived at 19
results and 11 recommendations but the investigation
is still incomplete and needs to be continued by the
next assembly. The committee was asked to investi-
gate allegations that senior Kuwaiti figures took part
in illegal money transfers linked to the Malaysian sov-
ereign fund scandal. The case was also investigated by
the public prosecution.
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Cleaning workers move dried palm leaves to a garbage container next to the fish market in Sharq yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Article 22 visa
transfer possible
‘after review’
KUWAIT: The interior ministry clarified the
categories of expats working in the govern-
ment sector who can transfer residencies to
other sectors. It said that it is possible to
transfer to article 22 (family) visas after
reviewing each individual ly, Al-Qabas
reported.  It said in an answer to an educa-
tion ministry inquiry that the applicant
should go to the residency affairs depart-
ment for transfers to article 22 (family) and
24 (self-sponsorship). Article 13 of ministeri-
al decree no 957/2019 allowed for issuing
temporary or regular residency permits to
expats born in Kuwait or those who entered
the country according to the articles men-
tioned in the decision and have a valid pass-
port during their entire stay. Residency can
be transferred from one type to another and
from one purpose to another as per the rules
of the residency affairs department. 

The residency period is linked to its pur-
pose and can end even before the residency
expiry date.  It said transfers between gov-
ernment entities (article 17) requires the
approval of the area the expat is working in
and the entity wishing to employ them, in
addition to Civi l  Service Commission’s
approval. As for transfers from the govern-
ment to the private sector (article 18), it
requires an employment permit from the
Manpower Public Authority, and the new job
should be similar to what the expat was
doing in the government sector, with the
same specialty and qualifications.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Central Blood Bank yesterday
appealed to all those recovering from COVID-19 to
donate blood in order to meet the growing demand
for immune plasma. The Director of the Department
of Blood Transfusion Services at the Ministry of
Health Dr Reem Al-Radwan said in a press state-
ment that due to the update by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) on the adoption of immune
plasma use to treat infected patients, as well as the
continuous demand for blood by hospitals, they
appeal to all COVID-19 recovered patients to take
the initiative to donate immune plasma to save
patients’ lives.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health (MoH)
announced yesterday it registered 787 additional
COVID-19 cases in a span of 24 hours, increasing
the total number of infections to 128,080, while
three new deaths were added to a death toll of 789.
Additionally, active cases amounted to 8,211, with

110 of them in intensive care units, MoH’s
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said. Health
authorities conducted 6,737 swab tests in 24 hours
to a total of 933,626, he revealed. Earlier, the min-

istry confirmed 694 fresh recovery cases, added to
a total of 119,080 recoveries thus far. Dr Sanad
urged everyone in Kuwait to adhere to precaution-

ary measures against the virus.
Radwan explained the procedures and conditions

that must be met before the plasma donation
process, including that 14 days must have passed
after the recovering person is symptom-free and
the end of the quarantine period in order to donate.
Other conditions include that the donor must be
older than 18 years of age and not suffering from
any chronic diseases. She also urged recovering
patients who wish to donate to register through the
website link (https://btas-kw.org/ccpdonation), to
find out the conditions and make an appointment to
donate at the Kuwait Central Blood Bank in Jabriya
or Sheikha Salwa Al-Sabah Stem Cell and Umbilical
Cord Center. Since the launch of the plasma dona-
tion program last April, the equivalent of 1,700
plasma bags have been collected, and 1,200 bags
have been dispensed at a rate of 200 plasma bags
per month, she pointed out. — KUNA
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Over 200 doctors
from Pakistan
arrive in Kuwait
KUWAIT: President of the Pakistan Banking and
Finance Professional in Kuwait Mohammad Bashir
released a statement, in which he commended the
cooperation between Kuwait and Pakistan in the
medical field, which culminated recently with an
agreement by which 221 doctors and other med-
ical staff have arrived from Pakistan to Kuwait to

assist in the Gulf state’s fight against COVID-19.
“The long standing strong brotherly relations
between Kuwait and Pakistan is once again
proven,” he said in a statement. “Pakistani doctors
are among the best in the world, and they are
found in mainstream health specializations in
developed countries,” he said. “The Pakistani
doctors who have arrived in Kuwait, and the rest
to come later, shall be an added value to Kuwait’s
health system.”  “We wish that the doctors who
have arrived from Pakistan would strengthen the
efforts taken by Kuwait to fight against the pan-
demic of COVID-19. We welcome the newly
arrived doctors from Pakistan, and wish them all
success on their new endeavor,” he concluded.

Kuwait’s embassies
urge citizens to adhere
to health instruction
KUWAIT: The embassy of Kuwait in Islamabad yes-
terday issued a health advisory for Kuwaiti citizens in
Pakistan amid rising coronavirus cases in the country.
The Kuwait embassy called in a statement upon
Kuwaiti citizens in Pakistan to adhere to all health and
preventive instructions and procedures issued by the
concerned authorities in Pakistan. “In case of any
required assistance, the respected citizens are advised
to communicate with the embassy on the following
number round the clock +923175555551,” it added.
The health advisory was issued a day after Pakistan
recorded over 1,100 new coronavirus cases, the high-
est daily number since July 30. 

As a number of European countries have

announced lockdowns due to a second wave of the
coronavirus, health experts have warned of a second
wave in Pakistan as well. To contain the outbreak, the
government has made wearing of masks mandatory in
public places. As a precautionary measure, the
Pakistan government has announced shutting down of
all parks, entertainment venues, markets and restau-
rants early. In May, Pakistan eased virus restrictions
and reopened businesses which were closed in March.
Prime Minister Imran Khan is scheduled to chair a
meeting of the National Coordination Committee on
Covid-19 (NCCC) yesterday to deliberate upon the
situation and options for placing further restrictions. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s embassy in Manama called on
citizens in Bahrain to abide by the health regulations in
the Kingdom which aimed at curbing spread of the
coronavirus. The embassy, in a statement, urged citi-
zens to contact the diplomatic mission in emergency
cases on: +97332200300. It said Kuwaiti citizens
should abide by the health instructions like wearing of
masks and stay away from crowded areas.  — KUNA


