
New Hampshire 
hamlet casts first 
Election Day votes
DIXVILLE NOTCH,  New Hampshire: Voters
in Dixville Notch, a village of 12 residents in the
US state of New Hampshire, kicked off Election
Day at the stroke of midnight yesterday by voting
unanimously for Democratic nominee Joe Biden.
The vote and count only took a few minutes, with
five votes for Biden and none for President
Donald Trump, who is seeking a second term. The
tiny northeastern town in the middle of the forest,
near the Canadian border, has traditionally voted
“first in the nation” since 1960. 

Neighboring village Millsfield also begins vot-
ing at midnight but a third village in the area,
which typically follows the same tradition, can-
celed overnight voting due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Electoral laws in New Hampshire allow
municipalities with fewer than 100 residents to
open their polling stations at midnight and to
close them when all registered voters have ful-
filled their civic duty.  Most polling stations on the
East Coast opened at 6:00 or 7:00 am (1100 or
1200 GMT) yesterday. But with a huge expansion
in mail-in voting to safeguard against the COVID-
19 pandemic, a record of nearly 100 million peo-
ple have already cast ballots. —AFP
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KABUL: A journalist walks inside a damaged class of the National Legal Training center a day after gunmen stormed Kabul University yesterday. — AFP 

Deadly Kabul University attack kills 22 • IS claims responsibility
KABUL: Stunned Kabul University students vowed
yesterday to continue their education despite a brutal
attack on their campus by the Islamic State group that
killed 22 people. As the first funerals took place, many
students returned to see the carnage left after
Monday’s assault, staging a rally and holding banners
that read “Stop Killing Us”. Afghan security forces
have been grappling with surging violence that has
only worsened in recent months despite the govern-
ment holding peace talks with the Taleban in Qatar.

“Today, when I came here and saw these classes, I
felt like that there was no sign of a university any-
more,” Sami Ahmadi, who survived the onslaught, told
AFP. “This is the peak of terror and this is not in any
system or religion.” Officials blamed the Taleban for
the attack, saying three militants evaded security at the
central Kabul campus. One blew himself up, they said,
while the other two rampaged through the site, shoot-
ing students in their classrooms.

The Taleban denied responsibility, however, and the
attack was claimed by rival militant group Islamic
State, which said two of its fighters carried out the
assault. “Two Islamic State fighters managed to attack
a gathering set up by the Afghan government at the

Kabul University for the graduation of judges and
investigators after completing a course at the universi-
ty,” the group’s propaganda arm Amaq said.

Bullet riddled walls and burnt desks and chairs bore
testimony to the chaos that sent hundreds of students
fleeing onto the streets while others barricaded them-
selves into rooms. Two gaping holes created by explo-
sives were evidence of how Afghan special forces
dropped from the ceiling of a classroom  to save stu-
dents. “My message to the terrorists is that we will
never stop,” said 21-year-old Mohammad Baqir
Alizada, who attends a nearby university. “At any cost,
we will come again and work for a prosperous and
free Afghanistan.”

With the country holding a national day of mourn-
ing, fellow student Bashamal Sahak from Kabul
University said there was no choice but to continue his
studies and “fight them through knowledge”.  “We
know one day they will kill us too. But we will never
give up,” he wrote on Facebook. 

‘Evil elements’ 
Public administration student Mohammad Rahid,

who was killed in the attack, had found fame on cam-

pus for his motivational videos that he posted online.
“Life is full of struggle, full of pain, full of problems and
full of sorrow,” Rahid says in one of his recent clips.
“But still you see smiles on our lips. Because time will
pass anyway and we have to live,” he adds, now denied
the joy of graduating.

Monday’s attack was the second such assault on an
educational center in Kabul claimed by IS in less than
two weeks. The previous one killed 24 people. The
Taleban have said they were not involved, but Vice
President Amrullah Saleh blamed them and their sup-
porters in Pakistan. The Taleban have in turn blamed
“evil elements” that have “sought refuge” with the
Afghan government, accusing the authorities of har-
boring and assisting militants.

Zalmay Khalilzad, the US special envoy who helped
bring the warring Taleban and Kabul government
together for talks, urged the two sides to accelerate a
political settlement. “This barbaric attack is NOT an
opportunity for the government and the Taleban to
score points against each other. There is a common
enemy here,” he tweeted. “Deny ISIS or any other ter-
rorist the space to carry out these inhumane acts,” he
added, using another name for IS. — AFP 

DIXVILLE NOTCH, New Hampshire: Tom Tillotson
drops voters’ ballots into the ballot box in Hale
House at the historic Balsams Resort during mid-
night voting yesterday. – AFP 

PANADURA, Sri Lanka: People look at a dead pilot whale on a beach yesterday. — AFP 

Fearing ‘disaster’, 
Lebanon mulls new 
virus lockdown
BEIRUT: Lebanon, mired in economic turmoil deep-
ened by the Beirut port blast three months ago, is
weighing a second nationwide lockdown to stem a
surge in coronavirus cases. “Today we’re at a very
dangerous crossroads,” said caretaker health minister
Hamad Hassan, warning that hospitals are running out
of intensive care beds.   “We’re approaching a disas-
trous situation,” he was quoted as saying Sunday by
the official National News Agency.

The country of six million people has recorded
83,697 cases of COVID-19 including 652 deaths since
February. Around a third of the population are Syrian
or Palestinian refugees, many living in overcrowded
camps. A first country-wide lockdown imposed in
March was effective in stemming the spread of the
virus, and restrictions were gradually lifted as summer
beckoned people outdoors.

But then daily infections slowly ticked up again –
and they surged after the monstrous Beirut port blast
of Aug 4 ravaged swathes of the capital and over-

whelmed hospitals. Daily new cases have risen from a
few dozen in early summer to more than 1,000 now.
Hassan sounded the alarm on Sunday, warning that “in
some cases, there are no beds in intensive care. This
needs to be taken very seriously.” But, with poverty
rising amid Lebanon’s worst economic downturn since
the 1975-1990 civil war, many people are deeply fear-
ful about the country grinding to a halt for a second
time this trying year.

‘We’ll die of hunger’ 
“If we shut down for a month, we’ll die of hunger,”

said the owner of a clothes shop in Beirut’s southern

suburbs who asked to only be identified as Mike. Until
now he has managed to pay the salaries of his two
employees, but he says a new lockdown would force
him to let them go. “How will I pay them? We’ve held
up as much as we could, but we can’t much longer,”
said the 38-year-old father of two.

Lebanon has already imposed a raft of restric-
tions in recent weeks, but compliance has been
patchy and the country has largely continued to
function as usual. In early October it began imposing
targeted lockdowns on 111 towns and villages where
the virus was spreading fast. And with infections
climbing, authorities imposed a night-time curfew
from Monday across Lebanon, after ordering the
closure of bars and nightclubs. The authorities now
fear the health sector will be overwhelmed, especial-
ly as several major Beirut hospitals were badly dam-
aged in the Aug 4 explosion that killed more than
200 people and wounded thousands.

The World Health Organization said at the end of
October that 88 percent of Lebanon’s 306 intensive
care beds were occupied. On Monday, Hassan
announced that private hospitals – which make up
80 percent of all those nationwide – would have to
ready themselves within the next week to receive
COVID-19 patients. The first lockdown compounded
an already devastating economic crisis that had
caused tens of thousands to lose their jobs or take
pay cuts.—AFP

Lanka rescues 120 
whales after country’s 
largest stranding
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka has saved some 120 pilot
whales in a grueling overnight rescue involving the
navy, officials said yesterday, after the island nation’s
biggest stranding. Three pilot whales and one dolphin
died of injuries following the mass beaching on
Monday on the country’s western coast at Panadura,
some 25 km south of the capital Colombo. A handful
of whales had started beaching in the early afternoon
and their numbers swelled to more than 100 by dusk,
overwhelming local volunteers, resident Pathum
Hirushan told AFP.

“Some of the fishermen from the area tried to push
back the whales. The sea was rough and the waves
would bring them back to shore,” Hirushan said. “It
was very tiring, but later the navy came in with their

boats and worked through the night.” The navy and
the coastguard, as well as dozen of volunteers, were
able to move the other mammals into deeper waters
with the aid of small patrol craft by dawn yesterday,
navy spokesman Indika de Silva told AFP.

Volunteers had come forward to help with the res-
cue despite the region being under a days-long lock-
down to combat the spread of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Pilot whales – which can grow up to six meters
long and weigh a ton – are highly social. The causes of
mass strandings remain unknown despite scientists
studying the phenomenon for decades.

The wildlife department’s chief veterinarian
Tharaka Prasad told AFP autopsies were carried out
on the dead whales and officials were “satisfied they
were disoriented”. He hailed the rescue as one of the
most successful in the world.  Authorities had braced
for mass deaths, after some 360 out of 470 pilot
whales that beached in a remote harbor in Australia’s
southern island state of Tasmania in September were
not able to be saved. Sri Lanka’s Marine Environment
Protection Authority had said Monday that the
Panadura stranding was the South Asian country’s
largest. —AFP

BEIRUT: A woman adjusts her mask as she walks along
a street in the Lebanese capital on Monday. — AFP 


