
VIENNA: Austria and Greece yesterday became the
latest European nations to impose spirit-crushing curbs
to combat the coronavirus surge, with a deadly terrorist
attack in Vienna ahead of a partial lockdown com-
pounding the misery. The virus has infected over 47 mil-
lion people worldwide, with more than 1.2 million
deaths, and the acute outbreaks in Europe and America
are sparking further alarm about the state of the already
devastated global economy.

Austria’s cases in recent weeks have surged well past
the levels recorded in the spring, forcing the govern-
ment to impose a curfew between 8 pm and 6 am start-
ing Tuesday until the end of November.

Chancellor Sebastian Kurz had announced the meas-
ures on Saturday, describing them as “dramatic inter-
ventions in our social life”. No meetings will be allowed
between people from more than two households, and
there will be limited curfew exceptions for care respon-
sibilities and essential work travel. Universities and high
schools will move to distance learning, but kinder-
gartens and other schools will remain open. Just hours
before the beginning of the lockdown, with people
enjoying a final night of relative freedom, gunmen
opened fire at multiple locations across central Vienna,
killing at least two people.

A two-week lockdown came into force yesterday

in Greece’s second-biggest city Thessaloniki, with
flights suspended and everything closed except
schools. The restrictions follow localized lockdowns in
the regions of Kozani and Kastoria earlier this month.
The COVID-19 crisis has deepened in Europe in
recent weeks with health experts warning the spikes
in infections could overwhelm healthcare infrastruc-
ture across the continent.

To curb the spike in Germany, Europe’s biggest
economy, Chancellor Angela Merkel appealed to citi-
zens to help achieve a “turnaround” by respecting a
new round of shutdowns from Monday until the end of
the month. Much of Portugal also faces a lockdown from
today while France, having imposed its second shut-
down last week, is also preparing to further tighten
restrictions. England will begin a new nationwide lock-
down tomorrow, bringing it into line with other parts of
the UK and Europe.

‘Let’s hope we still get Christmas’ 
The frustration over the economic and social cost of

lockdowns has led to protests in many parts of the
world, especially Europe, with some leading to violent
skirmishes, notably in Spain and Italy as well as the
Czech capital Prague and the eastern German city of
Dresden. “I’m very much against it, quite honestly, I
think the whole situation has been blown up out of all
recognition,” said one shopper, who gave his first name
as Andrew, referring to the new curbs in Britain. “It’s
wrecking the whole economy of the country basically,”
he complained, pointing to the impact on the hospitality
and catering sectors.

And some of Germany’s top orchestras staged
protests on Monday, warning that coronavirus lock-
downs pose an existential threat to the arts and enter-
tainment industries.

Musicians from internationally-renowned ensembles

in Berlin and Munich, as well as the orchestra of the
Bavarian State Opera in Munich, staged a minute’s
silence at the start of their respective concerts, accord-
ing to video footage posted on social media.

‘This isn’t working for anybody’ 
The COVID-19 crisis is among the biggest factors in

the American presidential election yesterday, with the
United States hit harder than anywhere else in the
world. President Donald Trump, seeking a second term,
has faced intense criticism over his handling of the pan-
demic, with more than 9.2 million infections and over

231,000 deaths.
His challenger Joe Biden has stuck to socially dis-

tanced gatherings with small crowds or people segre-
gated in their cars right up to the last moment in the
campaign—in contrast to Trump’s constant, large rallies
where few supporters bother with masks. In chilly
downtown Pittsburgh, Justine Wolff said she had cast
her ballot for Biden already and was cautiously hopeful
he would carry the state. “I hope that people have seen
the writing on the wall,” said the 35-year-old nurse.
“We need some kind of change because this isn’t work-
ing for anybody.”—AFP
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PARIS: French Junior Minister of Small and Medium Entreprises Alain Griset (L) listens to a shop keeper in Paris yester-
day as nonessential businesses are closed due to the new lockdown to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus. — AFP

French airstrikes 
kill over 50 
jihadists in Mali
BAMAKO, Mali: The French government said
Monday its forces had killed more than 50 jihadists
aligned to Al-Qaeda in air strikes in central Mali. The
offensive took place on Friday in an area near the bor-
ders of Burkina Faso and Niger, where government
troops are struggling to rout an Islamic insurgency,
French Defense Minister Florence Parly said after
meeting members of Mali’s transitional government.

“On October 30 in Mali, the Barkhane force con-
ducted an operation that neutralized more than 50
jihadists and confiscated arms and material,” Parly
said, referring to the French-led anti-jihadist
Operation Barkhane. 

She added that around 30 motorcycles were
destroyed. Parly, who earlier met Niger President
Mahamadou Issoufou and her Nigerien counterpart
Issoufou Katambe before heading to Bamako, said the
operation was launched after a drone detected a “very
large” motorcycle caravan in the “three borders” area.
When the jihadists moved under trees to try and
escape surveillance, the French force sent in two
Mirage jets and a drone to launch missiles, leading to
the “neutralisation” of the insurgents, Parly said.

Military spokesman Colonel Frederic Barbry said
that “four terrorists have been captured”. Explosives
and a suicide vest had been found, he told a reporters
in a conference call, saying that the group had been
“about to attack (an army) position in the region”.

Barbry also said that another operation, this time
targeting the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara, was
also underway, with a total of 3,000 soldiers. The
results of the operation, launched about a month ago,
would be announced in the coming days, he said. 

Significant blow 
Parly said the action marked a “significant blow” to

the Ansarul Islam group which she said was linked to
Al-Qaeda via the GSIM alliance led by Iyad Ag Ghaly.
Ghaly has emerged as a top jihadist leader in the Sahel
since the death of the Qaeda commander Abdelmalek
Droukdel, who was killed by French forces in Mali in
June.   The United Nations has some 13,000 troops
deployed in Mali as part of its peacekeeping mission,
known as MINUSMA, while France has 5,100 deployed
in the Sahel region. Mali has been struggling to contain
a brutal jihadist insurgency which first emerged in the
north of the country in 2012, overtaking a rebellion by
mostly ethnic Tuareg separatists. Former colonial pow-
er France launched a military operation to drive back
the Islamists in 2013, but fighting has spread to central
Mali, and to neighboring Burkina Faso and Niger,
leaving thousands dead and hundreds of thousands
forced to flee their homes.   Vast swathes of Mali lie
outside effective government control. Frustration over
the seemingly endless conflict contributed to mass
protests against president Ibrahim Boubacar Keita
this year, culminating in his ousting in a military coup
on August 18. —AFP

This undated handout file photo released by Al-Andalus
shows Abdelmalek Droukdel, also known as Abu
Musab Abdul Wadud, a leader of Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), with his fighters in Azawad,
an unrecognized state in northern Mali.  —  AFP

US President Donald Trump addresses a campaign rally
at Cherry Capital Airport in Traverse City, Michigan on
Monday. — Reuters

PITTSBURG: Honking horns, huge American flags
and pop superstar Lady Gaga: on the eve of the presi-
dential election, Joe Biden brought an air of spectacle
to workers’ stronghold Pittsburgh as he capped a
campaign largely curtailed by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. “The power’s in your hands, Pennsylvania!” the
Democratic White House nominee thundered late
Monday to several hundred supporters gathered for a
drive-in rally in what has become the pivotal state in
Biden’s battle against President Donald Trump. “It’s
time to stand up and take back our democracy,” the
77-year-old added, prompting a crescendo of car
horns outside the stadium that is home to the
Pittsburgh Steelers American football team.

In the biting November cold, Biden took up the
clarion call of a campaign that he launched 18 months
ago: “This is a battle for the soul of America,” he said.
“We have to win this.”

Lady Gaga, clad in a white sweatshirt with “Joe”
printed on the front, listened and applauded from her
stage. Minutes earlier she had peeled off her gloves
and sat down at a white piano to give a short but
inspired musical warmup to the Biden headliner.

“Gloves off because it’s a fight—a fight for what
you believe in,” she said before launching into her hit
“Shallow.” The 34-year-old Grammy winner called on
the audience to vote for Biden because “we needed
somebody that was going to bring us all together for
this moment, for this very important moment.” “No
matter who wins tomorrow, we’re going to have to do
this together. Tomorrow’s got to be peaceful,” she
added somberly, in an allusion to the tensions that have
swelled in the United States ahead of the poll. The
singer, who once lived in Pennsylvania, has been in this

position before. In 2016, she helped close out the cam-
paign of Democrat Hillary Clinton, who lost in a shock-
er to Trump.

End of Trump era?
Dancing in the parking lot was Jamie Scafuri, a 26-

year-old hairdresser, who came with friends invited by
someone who works for the campaign. “We’re hoping
that it’s the end of the Trump era,” Scafuri told AFP.
“We’re hopeful. That’s why we’re here.”

These drive-in rallies have become a staple of the
Democrat’s mostly low-key campaign, which has
scrupulously adhered to social distancing and mask-
wearing guidelines to guard against the coronavirus,
which has already killed more than 230,000
Americans. But despite efforts to put on a show at
least partly resembling concert-infused mega-rallies
that have traditionally marked the end of a campaign,
the cars parked at distance, sparse spectators and few
journalists allowed to enter makes it clear: the pan-
demic has upset the face of American politics in 2020. 

“Stay close to your cars!” urged an announcer as
fans rushed forward for the arrival of Lady Gaga, in
scenes far removed from the massive Trump rallies that
often bring thousands of supporters packed together,
very often without wearing masks.   But here, Biden’s
supporters understand the constraints.

“I feel safe being here around our car with masks
on, but it’s a great opportunity to celebrate life for
sure,” Scafuri said. Biden is “a pro-science, pro-
healthcare candidate, so it makes sense that he would
want to protect his constituents,” added Scafuri’s
friend Katie Soulen, 32, who owns the salon where
they work.—AFP

PITTSBURGH: Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden (center) kneels as he looks on with with Lady
Gaga (3L) before a drive-in rally in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on Monday. — AFP

Superstitious Trump
ends campaign in
same city as 2016
GRAND RAPIDS,  US: Normally, Republicans don’t
win Michigan—but Donald Trump took the US state in
a shocking upset four years ago. On Monday evening
he headed back to the city of Grand Rapids—exactly
like in 2016 — for the last rally of his reelection cam-
paign, and possibly his political career.

Is it superstition? Well... yes. “We finished up there
four years ago,” the president said at a rally in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, ahead of his appearance in Grand
Rapids. “I’m a little bit superstitious. Let’s do it the
same way.” Supporters concurred. “I heard he might
be a little of that,” said Melanie Thorwall, 63, who had
been waiting since the morning so as not to miss the
grand finale of the Trump 2020 campaign.

Along with her son, an engineer like her, Thorwall
had been unable to enter the rally four years ago. Both
nostalgically recall the emotion that night, the sense of
watching a phenomenon. Trump was the first
Republican presidential candidate to take Michigan—
historically one of the sturdiest bricks in the
Democrats’ “blue wall”—since 1988. “Did you ever
think you’d be hearing a major speech like in around
close to one o’clock in the morning? Are we crazy? Is
this crazy? It’s crazy,” he said at the time. “You’ll get
up after about two hours, you’ll vote and you’ll go to
work. I know my Michigan people,” he added.

And his people came back Monday, hyped up by
the idea of dealing the world another surprise four
years on. In a field, under cold sunlight, voters young
and old waited in line, decked out in proof of their loy-
alty that has become de rigueur at Trump rallies: hats,
T-shirts, flags. In one spot, a hoodie that says
“Lesbians for Trump.”

“He’s the only man I would go straight for,” joked
the hoodie’s owner, Abigail Wall. The 27-year-old
came with her wife, and her mother Kolleen. Mother
and daughter also attended the 2016 rally. “Whether
he wins or loses, this is history,” said Kolleen. But
“when you come to one of these rallies, all you think is,
how could he not win?”

No ‘better choice’ 
2016 Democratic presidential nominee Hillary

Clinton was so sure of winning Michigan that she
barely set foot in the state. She had added a last-
minute rally in Grand Rapids on the last day—prompt-
ing Trump to schedule his own. Unlike in the American
South, there is no Michigan county that votes 90 per-
cent Trump. The electorate is more evenly divided,
more moderate. Between Democratic apathy in the
cities and the over-the-top enthusiasm of suburban
and rural Republicans, Trump beat his opponent by
10,704 votes—just 0.3 percent of the state total.

It’s a land of unions and skilled labor, where car-
makers Ford, General Motors and Chrysler cemented
Detroit’s reputation worldwide. Grand Rapids, the sec-
ond-largest city in the state, is better known for its
furniture makers, and automotive suppliers specializ-
ing in plastics and air bags, whose buildings cut into
the farmland that stretches to the shores of Lake
Michigan, an hour to the west.—AFP

Twitter, Facebook 
flag Trump post 
as ‘misleading’
WASHINGTON: Twitter and Facebook on Monday
labeled as “misleading” an election eve post by US
President Donald Trump claiming mail-in ballots in the
key state of Pennsylvania would lead to “rampant” fraud
and street violence. The US Supreme Court dealt
Trump’s reelection campaign a blow last week when it
ruled to allow mail-in ballots in the swing state to be
counted up to three days after the actual election night
on November 3.

The Republican leader has been vocal about his
opposition to mail-in ballots, often claiming without evi-
dence that the process will be rigged against him. “The
Supreme Court decision on voting in Pennsylvania is a
VERY dangerous one. It will allow rampant and

unchecked cheating and will undermine our entire sys-
tem of laws,” Trump said in a post on both Twitter and
Facebook. “It will also induce violence in the streets.
Something must be done!”

Twitter marked the post with a content warning that
said: “Some or all of the content shared in this Tweet is
disputed and might be misleading about an election or
other civic process.” Users were required to click
through the warning message to see the tweet. Twitter
had also added a link to the bottom of Trump’s post
where people could “learn how voting by mail is safe
and secure.” Facebook also added a label to Trump’s
post, which said, “Both voting by mail and voting in per-
son have a long history of trustworthiness in the US.
Voter fraud is extremely rare across voting methods.”

Twitter in recent months has marked a number of
Trump tweets as “misleading” or “glorifying violence,”
including a post on anti-racism unrest in Minneapolis in
May. Twitter has also appended fact-checks to two of
the president’s previous tweets on mail-in voting, spark-
ing a furious reaction from Trump and his right-wing
surrogates who accuse social media firms of bias against
conservatives. — AFP

Lady Gaga, car horns trumpet 
Biden’s grand campaign finale


