
News in brief

Villarreal up to third 

MADRID: Villarreal climbed to third place in
La Liga on Monday with a 2-0 victory at home
to rock-bottom Real Valladolid that left Unai
Emery’s side two points off top spot. Nigeria
winger Samuel Chukwueze bagged his first
goal of the season with a classy left-foot finish
on 21 minutes and Pau Torres added a second
before half-time. Villarreal are unbeaten in sev-
en games in all competitions since a 4-0 defeat
by Barcelona on September 27. Real Sociedad
occupy first place in Spain with Real Madrid a
point back in second. Atletico Madrid are
another two points behind but have two games
in hand on the leaders. — AFP 

Okolie gets world title shot 

LONDRES: Lawrence Okolie will fight
Poland’s Krzysztof Glowacki for the vacant
WBO cruiserweight title on the undercard of
Anthony Joshua’s bout with Kubrat Pulev in
London next month, promoters announced
Monday. British boxer Okolie will bid for a
maiden world title in his home city on
December 12 when Joshua puts his WBA, IBF,
WBO and IBO heavyweight belts on the line
against Bulgaria’s Pulev at the O2 Arena. The
27-year-old Okolie, unbeaten in 14 professional
fights including 11 knockouts, won
the  European cruiserweight title with a sev-
enth-round stoppage of Yves Ngabu in
October last year. “It has been a long and hard
road to get here,” said Okolie in a statement
issued by promoters Matchroom Boxing. “I’m
very excited and blessed to have this opportu-
nity. I’ll be grabbing it with both hands.   “I will
become Britain’s next world champion on
December 12.” Okolie added former two-time
world champion Glowacki was a “great fighter”
who is going to be my “biggest test on paper as
a professional”. — AFP 

Atletico lose to Palmeiras

SAO PAULO: Atletico Mineiro missed the
chance to return to the top of Brazil’s Serie A on
Monday after losing 3-0 to Palmeiras. A first-
half opener from Raphael Veiga was followed
by goals from Roni in the 70th minute and
Wesley seven minutes later to seal the points
for the Sao Paulo side. Atletico, three points
behind joint leaders Internacional and
Flamengo, remain in third place, although they
have played a game less. Palmeiras are in sev-
enth, seven points off the lead. — Reuters

Betts eyes rare double 

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Dodgers star
Mookie Betts could become only the second
player in history to win Most Valuable Player in
both of Major League Baseball’s top leagues
after being named among the finalists for the
National League award on Monday. Betts, who
played a pivotal role in helping the Dodgers win
their first World Series since 1988 with their 4-2
series victory over the Tampa Bay Rays last
week, was named alongside the Atlanta Braves’
Freddie Freeman and the San Diego Padres’
Manny Machado. The 28-year-old Betts was
the American League’s MVP in 2018 when he
helped the Boston Red Sox to their World
Series crown. Betts was sensationally traded
away by the Red Sox to the Dodgers in
February this year, and later signed a $365 mil-
lion contract that will keep him at the Dodgers
through to the end of the 2032 season. — AFP 

Ravens star Humphrey positive 

LOS ANGELES: Baltimore Ravens defensive
star Marlon Humphrey said Monday that he has
tested positive for COVID-19. “I got the Rona
hopefully I’ll be back soon,” Humphrey wrote on
Twitter. The 24-year-old, one of the best cor-
nerbacks in the NFL, played in all 53 defensive
snaps on Sunday in Baltimore’s 28-24 defeat to
the Pittsburgh Steelers. The Ravens said in a
statement that Humphrey’s positive test was dis-
covered early Monday, and that they played had
entered self-quarantine. “In coordination with
the league, we have started the process of con-
tact tracing and are following the guidelines of
intensive protocol,” the Ravens said. The
Pittsburgh Steelers meanwhile said all tests of
its team carried out on Sunday had come back
negative. “We will follow the NFL’s intensive
protocols and take precautionary measures at
the UPMC Rooney Sports Complex to ensure
the safety of our players, coaches and staff,”
spokesman Burt Lauten said. — AFP 

Ibra flirts with international return 

STOCKHOLM: Zlatan Ibrahimovic on
Monday sent a signal that he might be consid-
ering an international comeback as he contin-
ues to produce show-stopping displays for AC
Milan that defy his advancing years.
Ibrahimovic, who turned 39 last month, posted
a picture of himself on his social media chan-
nels in a Sweden kit with the message “Long
time no see”. However when asked by Swedish
sports daily Sportbladet, Sweden’s team man-
ager Stefan Pettersson said he had no recent
contact with Ibrahimovic. Sportbladet also
reports the Swedish Football Federation has
not contacted AC Milan about the player.
Ibrahimovic, who retired from international
football after Euro 2016, has been in superb
form since the start of the new Serie A season.
His haul of seven goals in just four matches has
made him the league’s top scorer despite miss-
ing two of Milan’s six Serie A matches after
testing positive for coronavirus. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Irish raider Twilight Payment won
the coveted Aus$8.0 million (US$5.5 million)
Melbourne Cup yesterday in a race run without
spectators and marred by the death of English
Derby winner Anthony Van Dyck. With Jye McNeil
in the saddle, the eight-year-old gelding held off a
charging Tiger Moth and Prince of Arran in a
thrilling finish to the grueling 3,200-metre (two
mile) handicap, considered the ultimate test of
stamina and staying power.

But Anthony Van Dyck, one of the pre-race
favorites at Flemington, broke down with a leg
injury and was later put down—the seventh
Melbourne Cup horse to perish on race day since
2013. McNeil, one of the rising stars of the sport,
triumphed in his maiden Melbourne Cup, which
was held behind closed doors for the first time
because of the coronavirus pandemic. “There’s so
many emotions, it’s such a big moment, it’s a mira-
cle,” said McNeil.

“It’s very overwhelming. There was a lot of hard
work getting to this stage and I couldn’t be more
impressed with how everything played out today.”
“I’ve been dreaming about this since before I could
ride,” he added. “It was a very surreal feeling cross-
ing that line.” Veteran owner Lloyd Williams’ sev-
enth Melbourne Cup win came against a top-quali-
ty field heavy with overseas runners, mostly Irish

and British, despite the coronavirus pandemic.
Racing out of barrier 12, the Joseph O’Brien-trained
Twilight Payment led for much of the race with
Ireland’s Tiger Moth charging late alongside
Britain’s Prince of Arran, last year’s runner-up rid-
den on Tuesday by female jockey Jamie Kah.

‘Strange feeling’ 
First staged in 1861, the Melbourne Cup has

been run on the first Tuesday of November since
1876, and the winning horse instantly becomes a
household name in Australia.  It is the highlight of
Australia’s racing calendar and ordinarily up to
90,000 colorfully dressed and boozy punters
would be trackside. But despite Melbourne emerg-
ing from months of Covid-19 lockdown last week,
organizers decided it was too soon to allow fans
and just jockeys, trainers, security and operations
staff were on site.

It meant that instead of Flemington erupting in
cheers to the sound of popping champagne corks
on a glorious, sunny day, the only sound was the
thundering of hooves across the turf. There was
drama before the race with the Williams-owned
French gelding King of Leogrance, winner of the
Adelaide Cup this year, scratched after showing
signs of lameness, reducing the field to 23. The
death of Ireland’s Anthony Van Dyck, from the sta-

ble of trainer Aidan O’Brien, then cast a shadow
over the event. 

“The horse received immediate veterinary care,
however he was unable to be saved due to the
nature of the injury sustained,” said Racing
Victoria’s Jamie Stier. He added that research was
underway aimed at the early detection and preven-
tion of bone injuries in thoroughbred racehorses. 

Social media reacted in horror to the death and
animal rights activists, demonstrating outside
Flemington, were outraged. —AFP 
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Dani Morshead shows off her talent at Red Bull Bay Climb in San Francisco, California. —  Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Champion Kyoguchi 
catches coronavirus, 
title bout scrapped
TOKYO: Japan’s WBA light flyweight super cham-
pion Hiroto Kyoguchi has tested positive for the
coronavirus, his gym announced Monday, forcing
organisers to scrap his title defense against
Thailand’s Thanongsak Simsri. Kyoguchi, 26, who
had been due to face Thanongsak in Osaka yester-
day, tweeted simply: “I’m really sorry” without giv-
ing any further details. “We learned today that
Kyoguchi and his trainer tested positive for the
coronavirus,” a staff member at Kyoguchi’s gym told
AFP. “The title match scheduled for tomorrow is
cancelled,” she said, adding it might be rearranged
for a later date. Kyoguchi has so far shown no
symptoms, local media said.

Both Kyoguchi and Thanongsak, 20, are currently
14-0 as professionals. Kyoguchi had been due to
defend his title in May, but the bout was postponed

because of the pandemic. The Thai boxer had been
self-quarantining in Japan ahead of the bout at an
Osaka arena where organizers planned to halve the
number of spectators to around 2,000 as part of
anti-infection measures. The abrupt announcement
came just hours after the two boxers passed their
weigh-ins. It would have been the first men’s world
title match held in Japan since the pandemic began.

Kyoguchi’s local fans appeared understanding of
the cancellation, with one tweeting: “You should not
be sorry. We are looking forward to the next
match.” Japan is making a tentative return to host-
ing events with international athletes as it navigates
difficult questions over how it can stage next year’s
virus-postponed Olympics. Questions arose over a
gymnastics event featuring China, Russia, the US
and Japan when the International Gymnastics
Federation said Kohei Uchimura, the two-time men’s
all-around Olympic champion, had tested positive.

But the test was later revealed to be a false posi-
tive, with Uchimura testing negative and now sched-
uled to take part in the competition this weekend in
Tokyo. Officials are also trialling a series of sports
events with capacity crowds with an eye on next
year’s Games. On Friday, thousands of fans flooded

into a baseball stadium near Tokyo that will host
Olympic events next year as a test for coronavirus
prevention measures. — AFP 

Irish raider Twilight Payment wins 
Melbourne Cup marred by tragedy

Death of Anthony Van Dyck cast shadow over the event

OSAKA: Japan’s Hiroto Kyoguchi (right) and Thailand’s
Thanongsak Simsri pose for a photo during their weigh-in
in Osaka ahead of their World Boxing Association (WBA)
Light Flyweight Super Championship bout. — AFP 

WERRIBEE: A handout photo shows Irish horse Anthony Van
Dyck enjoying a sand roll after galloping at Werribee
Racecourse ahead of the Melbourne Cup horse race. —AFP 

Delhi seal second spot in IPL
play-offs; Bangalore qualify 
DUBAI: Pacemen Anrich Nortje and Kagiso Rabada combined to
help Delhi Capitals take second spot in the Indian Premier League
play-offs with a win over Royal Challengers Bangalore on Monday.
Virat Kohli’s Bangalore, who are chasing their maiden IPL title along
with Delhi, also made the play-offs despite their six-wicket loss in
Abu Dhabi.

“It’s a mixed bag. you come to games to try and get a result your
way,” said Kohli, whose team ended the league phase with seven
wins and seven losses. “I think we’ve played good enough cricket in
this tournament to qualify. We can be more brave in the back end,
probably be better in the powerplay (with the ball) which has been
our strength.” The South African bowling duo of Nortje and Rabada
shared five wickets between them as Delhi restricted Bangalore to
152 for seven.

Shikhar Dhawan and Ajinkya Rahane scored half-centuries as
Delhi completed their chase in 19 overs to be placed behind holders
and table-toppers Mumbai Indians. Delhi will clash with Mumbai in
the first qualifier tomorrow and the loser will get another chance in
the second qualifier to make the final on November 10. Bangalore
will meet either Sunrisers Hyderabad, who need to win this season’s
last league game against Mumbai to book their last-four spot, or
Kolkata Knight Riders in the eliminator on Friday. — AFP 

LONDON: Formula E has become a minori-
ty shareholder in Extreme E, the electric off-
road series due to start next year with six-
times Formula One world champion Lewis
Hamilton a team owner, the two sides
announced yesterday. No financial details
were provided for what was described as a
strategic investment. Formula E, a city-based
all-electric single-seater championship,
counts Liberty Global and Discovery
Communications as major shareholders. The
series were both founded by Spanish busi-
nessman Alejandro Agag, who is chairman of
Formula E and chief executive of Extreme E.
Formula E chief executive Jamie Reigle will
have a seat on the Extreme E board but the
businesses will be independent of each other.

Agag, who also owns a stake in Formula
E, told Reuters that he would be the majori-

ty shareholder in Extreme E. “What it gives
is clearly the backing of Formula E to
Extreme E and also the backing of the
Formula E shareholders, so Liberty Global
and Discovery have backed this invest-
ment,” said the Spaniard. “To have the
backing of those two companies for
Extreme E gives a very strong financial
peace of mind.” Reigle said there was a per-
ception already that the two series had
common equity, due to Agag’s involvement
in both, and the move provided clarity.

There was also an ‘industrial logic’ to
accelerate the use of electric vehicles.
“We’re an electric motorsport, we’re not a
venture capital fund,” he said. “So we’re not
making this investment because we’re
responding to shareholders. It’s really a
strategic alliance.” Extreme E aims to high-
light climate change and promote sustain-
ability with races in some of the world’s most
remote and harsh environments that are
already suffering from global warming and
pollution. Nico Rosberg, the 2016 Formula
One champion, also has a team while other
entries include US-based Ganassi Racing
and Andretti Autosport. — Reuters
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