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Buccaneers hold off Giants
NFL mulling 16-team playoff field if games lost to pandemic

EAST RUTHERFORD: Mike Evans #13 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers pulls in this touchdown reception against James Bradberry #24 of the New York Giants in the fourth quarter at MetLife Stadium on November 02, 2020. — AFP 

RUTHERFORD: Tom Brady threw two second-
half touchdown passes as the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers rallied from an early 11-point deficit to 
post a 25-23 victory over the New York Giants on 
Monday night at East Rutherford, NJ. Brady com-
pleted 28 of 40 passes for 279 yards as Tampa Bay 
(6-2) won its third straight game and moved a half-
game ahead of the New Orleans Saints in the NFC 
South. Rob Gronkowski and Mike Evans caught 
touchdown passes, and Ryan Succop booted four 
field goals. 

Daniel Jones connected on 25 of 41 passing for 
256 yards, two touchdowns and two interceptions 
for the Giants (1-7), who dropped to 1-3 at home. 
Wayne Gallman rushed for a touchdown while Dion 
Lewis and Golden Tate caught scoring passes for 
New York. The Giants pulled within 25-23 on Jones’ 
19-yard scoring pass to Tate with 28 seconds left. 
Antoine Winfield Jr broke up the two-point conver-
sion pass to Lewis, and Justin Watson covered the 
ensuing onside kick to seal the Buccaneers’ victory.  

Tampa Bay went ahead to stay on Brady’s 8-yard 
scoring pass to Evans with 9:02 left in the game. 

The diving grab in the right corner of the end zone 
gave the Buccaneers a 22-17 advantage, and 
Succop added a 38-yard field goal with 3:41 
remaining. The two touchdown passes raised 
Brady’s total to an all-time leading 561, one ahead 
of Drew Brees of the New Orleans Saints. 

Carlton Davis and Sean Murphy-Bunting 
notched interceptions for the Buccaneers, who 
were outgained 357 yards to 344. Tampa Bay 
moved ahead at 15-14 on Brady’s 3-yard touch-
down pass to Gronkowski with six minutes left in 
the third quarter. A two-point conversion pass for 
Evans was incomplete. The score marked the 93rd 
time-counting the postseason-that Brady and 
Gronkowski teamed up for a touchdown, moving 
the duo into second place on the all-time list, ahead 
of the San Francisco 49ers’ combo of Steve Young 
and Jerry Rice. 

The leaders are the Indianapolis Colts pair of 
Peyton Manning and Marvin Harrison at 114. The 
Giants went back ahead at 17-15 on Graham Gano’s 
33-yard field goal with 15 seconds left in the quar-
ter. Earlier, Jones threw a 7-yard touchdown pass to 

Lewis in the first quarter, and Gallman scored on a 
2-yard run with 1:46 left in the second as the Giants 
held a 14-3 lead. Succop connected on a 40-yard 
field goal-his second field goal of the first half-with 
seven seconds left before intermission as Tampa 
Bay cut its deficit to eight points. Succop added a 
43-yard field goal with 10 minutes left in the third 
quarter as the Buccaneers moved within 14-9. 

 
16-team playoff field  

Meanwhile, the NFL has not yet lost any sched-
uled games because of the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. But the league is constantly preparing in 
case it does. The latest evidence is a plan that 
potentially could adjust this season’s playoff format 
to a 16-team field, with eight teams in each confer-
ence qualifying for the postseason, ESPN reported 
Monday. The fall-back option was discussed on a 
conference call conducted by the NFL competition 
committee on Monday, with the purpose to soften 
some of the league’s financial blow in case multiple 
games are eventually canceled and bye weeks are 
lost due to COVID-19. 

NFL sources were cited describing the idea that 
would hypothetically increase the numbers of playoff 
teams by two to 16, with one additional team each 
from the AFC and NFC. This postseason was already 
slated for a two-team playoff spike, with one more 
wild-card team in each conference, after the league 
approved the switch in March. If approved and insti-
tuted, the seeding system would include no byes for 
division champions and instead rank each team by 
conference from No 1 through 8. In the opening 
round, the top seed-the division champion with the 
best overall record-would face the wild-card team 
with the worst record as the No 8 seed.  

Then the second seed would face the seventh 
seed, with No 3 versus No 6 and No 4 against No 5 
in the opening weekend. The league office has 
reportedly remained steadfast in its hopes to avoid 
any schedule changes that could threaten its current 
Super Bowl LV date, currently slated for Feb. 7, 2001 
in Tampa. In case of major postseason scheduling 
changes, the NFL’s likely first move would be to elim-
inate the week off scheduled between the conference 
championships and the Super Bowl. — Agencies 

LONDRES: Leicester swept into second place in the 
Premier League with an impressive 4-1 victory at 
Leeds, while Fulham beat West Bromwich Albion 2-0 to 
finally clinch their first win of the season on Monday. 
Brendan Rodgers’ side are just one point behind leaders 
Liverpool after winning five of their first seven games in 
a top-flight season for the first time in their history. 

Harvey Barnes and Youri Tielemans put Leicester 
two up before half-time at Elland Road. Stuart Dallas 
got one back for Leeds but Jamie Vardy’s eighth goal of 
the season and a late Tielemans penalty wrapped up 
Leicester’s fourth successive away league win. After the 
disappointment of missing out on a place in the 
Champions League last term, Leicester have shown they 
are capable of mounting another top four challenge. 

Even a title push might not be impossible given they 
have already thrashed Manchester City 5-2. “We were 
technically brilliant. We had the quality to play when we 
had the opportunities. I thought we were amazing right 
across the team,” Rodgers said. “This team has got an 
amazing mentality with lots of young, hungry players. 

It’s still very early and most of our games have been 
away but we’ve had brilliant performances.” Leeds boss 
Marcelo Bielsa said: “In the first 30 minutes we defend-
ed poorly and after we didn’t create enough danger. 
That is one of the main responsibilities of the manager.” 

Leicester made the perfect start in the third minute. 
A poor back-pass from Robin Koch was intercepted by 
Vardy and he rounded keeper Illan Meslier before 
squaring for Barnes to tap into the empty net. Leicester 
didn’t have to wait long to double their lead in the 21st 
minute. Marc Albrighton’s cross picked out Vardy at the 
near post and his diving header was unconvincingly 
pushed out by Meslier to Tielemans, who slotted home 
from close range. 

Dallas gave Leeds a lifeline in the 47th minute when 
his cross evaded everyone and looped past the flat-
footed Schmeichel. Leeds had the momentum and Pablo 
Hernandez almost equalized with a curling strike from 
the edge of the area. But Leicester weathered the storm 
and Vardy struck in the 76th minute with a close-range 
finish after Cengiz Under flicked James Maddison’s pass 
over Meslier. Belgian midfielder Tielemans got the 
fourth with a stoppage-time spot-kick after Mateusz 
Klich’s foul on Maddison. 

 
‘We have to wake up’  

At Craven Cottage, Fulham avoided their worst start 
to a season since 1951 thanks to first half goals from 
Bobby Decordova-Reid and Ola Aina. Scott Parker’s 

side deservedly ended a run of six games without a win 
- a dismal stretch including five defeats - since their 
promotion from the Championship last term. The 
Cottagers had lost all three of their previous home 
games this season, but their first success in west London 
lifted them out of the relegation zone.  

“We knew how important this game was. I’m pleased 
we got a result. We played very well,” Parker said. 
“Defeats are going to happen but they can’t bury us. 
Wins breed confidence.” Third bottom West Brom are 
still chasing a first win since returning to the top-flight 
last season. With just three points from their opening sev-
en league games, West Brom have made their worst start 

to a campaign since 1985-86, failing to win any of their 
opening seven games for the first time since 2004-05. 

“We have to wake up. We have to be much better 
than this. Everything starts with work rate, commitment 
and dedication,” Albion manager Slaven Bilic said. 
Fulham went ahead in the 26th minute through 
Decordova-Reid. Antonee Robinson fired in a cross 
from the left to an unmarked Aleksandar Mitrovic at the 
far post, who nodded across goal before the ball was 
turned in by Decordova-Reid. Four minutes later, 
Fulham doubled their lead when Nigerian defender Aina 
blasted his shot past Sam Johnstone from the edge of 
the area. — AFP 

Leicester power into  
2nd place; Fulham  
earn first victory

        English Premier League standings

Liverpool 7 5 1 1 17 15 16 
Leicester 7 5 0 2 17 9 15 
Tottenham 7 4 2 1 18 9 14 
Everton 7 4 1 2 15 11 13 
Southampton 7 4 1 2 14 12 13 
Wolves 7 4 1 2 8 8 13 
Chelsea 7 3 3 1 16 9 12 
Aston Villa 6 4 0 2 15 10 12 
Arsenal 7 4 0 3 9 7 12 
Man City 6 3 2 1 9 8 11 

Newcastle 7 3 2 2 10 11 11 
Leeds 7 3 1 3 13 13 10 
Crystal Palace 7 3 1 3 8 11 10 
West Ham 7 2 2 3 13 10 8 
Man Utd 6 2 1 3 9 13 7 
Brighton 7 1 2 4 11 14 5 
Fulham 7 1 1 5 7 14 4 
West Brom 7 0 3 4 6 16 3 
Sheff Utd 7 0 1 6 3 10 1 
Burnley 6 0 1 5 3 12 1

English Premier League table after Monday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):


