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PARIS: From warnings to good wishes and
mockery, governments around the world have
reacted very differently to the hotly-contested
US election race between US President Donald
Trump and challenger Joe Biden as votes con-
tinue to be counted. 

Here is a selection:  

Russian red rag? 
“Everything that concerns our country is

seen in the United States like a red rag to a
bull,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitri Peskov told re-
porters yesterday. “That’s why we won’t make
any comment. Americans probably need to put
some order in their own affairs themselves.” He
added, however, that the uncertainty linked to
the election results in the world’s biggest
economy “could potentially have negative con-
sequences for the world, above all for the
global economy”.

Iranian irony 
“What a spectacle!” Iranian supreme leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei tweeted Wednesday.
“One says this is the most fraudulent election in
US history. Who says that? The president who
is currently in office.” 

Observers offended  
The head of an international observer mis-

sion to the US elections accused Trump of a
“gross abuse of office” after the US president
called the polls a fraud and demanded that vote
counting be halted. “The most disturbing thing
was that with presidential fanfare of the White
House, that is, with all the insignia of power, the
American commander-in-chief called for an end
to the count because of his purported victory,”
Michael Link from the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe told the German
daily Stuttgarter Zeitung.

Brazilian bias 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro said he

hoped Trump would win. The far-right leader,
who has been dubbed a “Tropical Trump,” has
cultivated a close relationship with the Repub-
lican president. “You know where I stand, I’ve
been clear. I have a good relationship with
Trump. I hope he’ll be reelected,” Bolsonaro
told supporters on Wednesday.

Balanced Britain 
Britain insisted its close partnership with the

United States was in safe hands whoever came
out on top-Trump or Democrat challenger
Biden. Prime Minister Boris Johnson, a populist
ally of Trump, refused to be drawn in parliament
when grilled about the Republican’s premature
claim of victory.

But Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:
“I’m not worried about the relationship.”

EU worries
Spain’s Foreign Minister Arancha Gonzalez

Laya underlined the importance of respecting
institutions. “There are many populists who
don’t like institutions,” she said Thursday. “I’m
not speaking here about the United States, but
populists in general around the world. That’s
why it is so important to protect our institu-
tions... because ultimately they are the guaran-
tors of our democracy.” 

German Defense Minister Annegret Kramp-
Karrenbauer said Wednesday the United States
was facing a “very explosive situation” and a
possible systemic crisis. 

French agenda  
France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le

Drian reinforced recent statements from Paris
that the nature of US-EU relations had perma-
nently changed under Trump. Europe needs to
build a “new transatlantic relationship, which is
a new partnership” irrespective of who wins, he
said Thursday.

France under President Emmanuel Macron
is keen for Europe to move away from its re-
liance on American military might for defense
in particular. 

Melania admirer 
Ignoring the caution of his EU colleagues,

the prime minister of Melania Trump’s home-
land-Slovenia-went out on a limb Wednesday
to congratulate Trump for winning re-election.
“It’s pretty clear that American people have
elected Donald Trump and Mike Pence for four
more years,” Janez Jansa wrote on Twitter.
Jansa, along with Hungary’s Prime Minister
Victor Orban, was one of the few EU leaders to
endorse Trump’s candidacy, and said Biden
would be “one of the weakest US presidents in
history”. —AFP
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Africans amused 
but alarmed by 
election aftermath
ABIDJAN/CONAKRY: For plenty of
Africans, President Donald Trump’s ac-
tions in the aftermath of the US election
have been a cause for dark humor, but
others have reacted with dismay or dis-
belief. In countries whose own recent
elections were marred by accusations of
cheating and violence, some expressed
alarm about the signal that Trump’s pre-
mature declaration of victory, allegations
of fraud and flurry of lawsuits might send
to their own leaders. “Trump is setting a
bad example for Africa and a country like
ours. You cannot proclaim yourself in an
election where you are a candidate when
justice exists,” said Mory KeÔta, a car
parts dealer in Guinea.

Dozens were killed in protests before
and after the West African country’s pres-
ident won a controversial third term last
month. “It’s a total disgrace,” said Bachir
Diallo, a Guinean mining executive. “Such
a mess is worthy of a banana republic.”

As the vote count pointed towards a
victory for Democrat Joe Biden, others
felt a sharp sense of irony seeing events
play out in a developed nation whose au-
thorities regularly admonish African
leaders for not respecting democratic
norms. When the US Embassy in Guinea’s
neighbor Ivory Coast called on Wednes-
day for dialogue and commitment to the
rule of law following another disputed
presidential election, it triggered an av-
alanche of reactions.

“I believe the playground response is
‘why you talking about yourself?’” one
Twitter user retorted.

“What we are seeing from Trump is not
different from what we have been seeing
in African politics. However, it is terrifying
to see this in America,” said Tito Kisiya, a
sales executive in Tanzania, whose presi-
dential election last week drew criticism
from US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

Even so, some who followed the US
election found positives to take away. “It’s
calm, and there is no violence,” said Vi-
viane Asseke, a schoolteacher in Ivory
Coast, where more than 10 people have
died in clashes since the president won a
third term that opponents consider uncon-
stitutional.  —Reuters

Harris’s ancestral
village in India 
gets festive 
THULASENDRAPURAM, India: Villagers in
the Indian ancestral home of Kamala Harris
painted slogans on roads wishing her victory
yesterday, as Joe Biden, her Democrat running
mate in the US presidential election, moved
closer to the White House.

Thulasendrapuram, located about 320 km
(200 miles) south of Chennai, is where Harris’s
maternal grandfather was born more than a
century ago. “From yesterday, we are excited
about the final result,” said Abirami, a resident
of the village. “Now, we are hearing positive
news. We are waiting to celebrate her victory.”
Many of her neighbors watched updates from
the count on their mobile phones. The lush,
green village in the south of the country has
also been decked out in posters of Harris, with
prayers offered at the local Hindu temple.

Biden leads the count and has predicted he
will win but closely contested states - includ-
ing Arizona, Georgia, Nevada and North Car-
olina - were still tallying votes, leaving the
election outcome uncertain. Harris’s grandfa-

ther P V Gopalan and his family moved to
Chennai nearly 90 years ago. He retired there
as a high-ranking government official. Harris,
who was born to an Indian mother and a Ja-
maican father who both immigrated to the
United States to study, visited Thulasendrapu-
ram when she was five and has repeatedly re-
called walks with her grandfather on the
beaches of Chennai.  —Reuters

WASHINGTON, DC: US President Donald Trump gestures after
speaking during election night in the East Room of the White
House in Washington, DC, early Wednesday. —AFP

CHENNAI: Women and children sit next to a message for US
Democratic vice presidential nominee Kamala Harris in
Painganadu near the village of Thulasendrapuram where
Harris’ maternal grandfather was born and grew up, in Tamil
Nadu state, India, yesterday. —AFP


