
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopian lawmakers yesterday endorsed a six-
month state of emergency in the northern region of Tigray, a day
after Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed ordered military operations
there in an escalation of a long-running feud.  The move is part of
an attempt by Abiy, winner of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize, to as-
sert federal control over a region whose ruling party has openly
defied him for months and brands him as illegitimate. The lower
house of parliament “unanimously approved” the state of emer-
gency in a session Thursday morning, state-affiliated Fana Broad-
casting Corporate said.

According to the country’s constitution, under a state of emer-
gency the government has “all necessary power to protect the
country’s peace and sovereignty” and can suspend some “political
and democratic rights”.  A senior government official told AFP that
in Tigray this could lead to a curfew, searches without warrants,
transportation and communications restrictions and the detention
of “any person that [officials] suspect is taking part in illegal ac-
tivities that threaten the constitutional order”.

The state of emergency could also be extended beyond Tigray
if needed, the official said. Abiy announced military operations in
Tigray Wednesday morning. He said the move came in response

to an “attack” by the region’s ruling party, the Tigray People’s Lib-
eration Front (TPLF), on a military camp there.  Speaking on state
television Wednesday night, Abiy said there would be further op-
erations in the “coming days”. “In general, when the operations
are finished we will disclose them to the public,” he said. 

The government has not revealed a timeline or a clear military
objective for the campaign, though a spokesman for a newly-
formed crisis committee said Wednesday the goal was to “liber-
ate” the region from the TPLF.  Abiy said the initial attack
produced “many martyrs”, but officials have not provided much
information on subsequent military operations.

Fighting so far appears to have been largely concentrated in
western Tigray, diplomats and aid workers said. The TPLF domi-
nated politics in Ethiopia for nearly three decades before Abiy
came to power in 2018 on the strength of anti-government
protests. 

Under Abiy, Tigrayan leaders have complained of being un-
fairly targeted in corruption prosecutions, removed from top po-
sitions and broadly scapegoated for the country’s woes.  In
previous weeks, tensions had been rising over control of military
assets in the region. —AFP

Doctor’s self-funded 
test lab leads way in 
Somalia’s COVID fight
MOGADISHU: Having scraped money together following medical
studies abroad, Somali doctor Abdullahi Sheikdon Dini opened
Mogadishu’s first advanced diagnostic laboratory in January.

Its arrival could hardly have been better timed because, just
two months later, the coronavirus epidemic reached the Horn of
Africa country. Since then Medipark Diagnostics, which he runs
with five other doctors who pooled $1 million to buy equipment,
has become a linchpin of the country’s creaking, donor-supported
health infrastructure. Hospitals in the battle-scarred city that once
had to wait weeks for blood test results now use the lab to test
for conditions including HIV and hepatitis.

But, as the Somali government has acknowledged, it is in the
fight against COVID-19 that Medipark has made its most visible
mark. “We had the supplies and our molecular pathologists were
in touch with other pathologists doing COVID-19 tests in other
countries,” said Dini, 37, whose studies took him to India and
China.

Until July, Medipark was the only private lab in the city testing
for the virus, but since then its technicians have trained govern-
ment health workers to conduct tests.

“We were needed ... and we were appreciated,” he said. Medi-
park has arranged import pipelines of reagents needed for tests,
including the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test used for
COVID-19. It employs staff from Kenya, Lebanon and India to
operate and maintain equipment imported from Europe, Asia and
the United States. Somalia has been plagued by conflict since
1991, and outbreaks of diseases such as cholera are common.

More than 2 million people do not have enough food. Many
live in crowded, unsanitary camps, creating fears COVID-19 could
scythe through a vulnerable population. So far, that hasn’t hap-

pened. The health ministry has recorded 4,229 infections and 107
deaths in the pandemic though, with large swathes of the country
are off limits due to the fighting, that is likely to be an undercount.

Medipark lab is next to Hotel Shamo, where a 2009 bombing
killed 19 people during a medical student graduation. Dini was there
and the memories are still raw, but he and his fellow doctors are proud
to be back home. “I am glad to help my community and make a dif-
ference,” said Ali Muse, who practiced in Rwanda and South Sudan
before returning two years ago to help open the lab. — Reuters
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Ethiopia MPs back emergency in 
Tigray amid military campaign

PM orders military operations amid escalation of a long-running feud 

Somali doctor Abdullahi Shekhdon, the managing director of Medipark Di-
agnostics lab that runs tests for the coronavirus disease (COVID-19),
checks on a patient at the laboratory in Mogadishu. — Reuters

EU calls for halt to 
Israeli demolition of 
Palestinian buildings
BRUSSELS: The EU yesterday called on Israel to cease de-
molishing Palestinian homes in the occupied West Bank and
lift a threat to demolish Palestinian schools, calling them “an
impediment towards the two-state solution”. The statement,
issued by the spokesman for EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell, came two days after Israeli bulldozers razed a
Bedouin village near Tubas in the Jordan Valley, leaving its
nearly 80 inhabitants homeless. Israel’s army stated the
homes were “built illegally” in an area used for military train-
ing.  The EU statement said that half the Palestinians made
homeless in the demolition were children.

“This large-scale demolition confirms once again the re-
grettable trend of confiscations and demolitions since the be-
ginning of the year,” it said. It added that Israel has also
threatened to raze 52 Palestinian schools, including one in
Ras Al-Teen in the West Bank that was co-funded by the EU
and EU member states.

“The EU calls for the protection of children, including en-
suring their right to education in a safe and secure school en-
vironment,” the statement said, noting that education is a
basic human right.

“The EU reiterates its call on Israel to halt all such demo-
litions, including of EU-funded structures, in particular in
light of the humanitarian impact of the current coronavirus
pandemic,” it said. — AFP

ADDIS ABABA: This frame grab from a video obtained from the Ethiopian
Public Broadcaster (EBC) on Wednesday shows Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed saying that he is ordering a military response to a deadly at-
tack by the ruling party of Tigray. — AFP


