
BEIJING: China yesterday defended a ban on
non-Chinese arrivals from Britain, Belgium and
the Philippines as “reasonable and fair” as it
guards against a resurgence of the coronavirus.
COVID-19 first emerged in central China late last
year, but Beijing has largely brought its own out-
break under control through tight travel restric-
tions and stringent health measures for anyone
entering the country.

In March, as the virus ripped across the world,
China shut its borders to all foreign nationals. It
gradually eased restrictions to allow those stranded
overseas to return with special permission from its
embassies, negative COVID-19 tests and a two-
week quarantine on arrival. 

But in a sharp reversal as the outbreak once
more billows out across Europe, the Chinese
embassy in the UK on Wednesday said Beijing
had “decided to temporarily suspend entry”
from Britain by non-Chinese nationals. Em-
bassies in Belgium and the Philippines have put
out similar notices.

The Chinese foreign ministry said Thursday it
was a “reasonable and fair” measure to tackle the
pandemic. “China is drawing on the practices of
many countries and adjusting its handling of the

entry of the relevant people into China based on
the changing pandemic situation,” said ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin.

The UK-one of the world’s hardest-hit coun-
tries with nearly 48,000 deaths linked to the virus
and more than one million cases-has entered a new
nationwide lockdown to curb the contagion’s
spread. Belgium, which has the most Covid-19
cases per capita in the world, has been in lockdown
since last week, while large parts of the Philippines
went back into lockdown in October.

Beijing has recently tightened requirements for
travellers from several other countries, making
entry much more difficult. They include the pres-
entation of a health certificate from the local Chi-
nese embassy showing the results of a nucleic acid
test and an antibody test-within 48 hours of travel.

The new rules apply to travellers from countries
including France, India, Singapore, Canada, Ger-
many, Pakistan, South Africa and the US. The strict
two-test entry requirement and short time frame
have sparked complaints. The European Chamber
of Commerce in China said the measures were “a
de facto ban on anyone trying to get back to their
lives, work and families in China”. 

Meanwhile, mainland China reported 28 new

confirmed coronavirus cases on Nov 4, compared
to 17 a day earlier, the country’s health authority
said yesterday. Of the total, 20 were imported in-
fections, the National Health Commission said.
There were 24 new asymptomatic cases discov-
ered on Wednesday, down from 128 a daily earlier.
Total confirmed cases in mainland China have now
reached 86,115, with the number of deaths un-

changed at 4,634. 
Meanwhile, the Philippine health ministry yes-

terday reported 1,594 novel coronavirus infections
and 42 additional deaths. The ministry said total
confirmed cases increased to 389,725 while deaths
reached 7,409. The Philippines has Southeast
Asia’s second highest number of COVID-19 cases
and deaths after Indonesia. — Agencies
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SHANGHAI: People are seen on a ferry while crossing the Huangpu River heading to The Bund in Shanghai
yesterday. — AFP

SRINAGAR: Bicycle sellers in Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital of Indian-administered Kashmir, have
struggled to keep pace with demand as the
COVID-19 pandemic has driven surging interest in
pedal power to get around the city and keep fit.
Jamsheed Jeelani, who runs a bike shop in Lal
Chowk, the city’s commercial hub, said his cus-
tomers had been asked to pre-order and wait for
three months for deliveries of some brands.

“It was because of corona (virus) - and people
have also become health conscious now,” Jeelani
said. “A lot of people are also buying bicycles for
travel, especially labourers and skilled workers.”
The trend echoes a shift towards cycling in other
cities worldwide, as authorities try to cut traffic
congestion and air pollution and residents seek
healthier ways to travel.

Jeelani noted that demand had already risen in
the past two to three years, but during the COVID-
19 lockdown imposed from March to mid-August,
there was a huge increase in customers. “This year,
the demand was too high,” he said. His monthly
sales have doubled on average this year and would
have been even higher if enough bicycles had been
available, he added. “Because of the lockdown in
most of the world, the production suffered, and we
had to settle for limited supplies,” he said.

Hubaib Rasool, a high-school student getting
his bicycle fixed at a repair shop in Ganderbal dis-
trict, said cycling had helped him and his friends

stay active during lockdown. One of Rasool’s class-
mates at Ganderbal Public School - which like
other educational institutions has yet to reopen
since March - had managed to lose a lot of weight
after taking up cycling, he said.

Shop owner Sameer Ahmad said he had never
had as much work. “It means a lot of people are
now using bicycles,” he said. Rameez Ahmad, an-
other Srinagar bicycle seller, said the closure of the
city’s gyms had pushed residents to find new ways

to stay fit. “Many turned to cycling,” he said, adding
that his sales had risen by more than 150 percent
through the end of September.

Showkat Parra, the owner of one of several new
bicycle shops in Sumbal Bandipora, a town 22 km
(14 miles) north of Srinagar, said he had sold more
than 40 bicycles each week since June, though
sales were tailing off as winter was around the cor-
ner. “The demand was too high during corona lock-
down as people had no transport, and kids were
staying home - their parents thought ‘let them do
exercise’,” he said.

In response to growing interest in cycling for
transport and fitness, city authorities are develop-
ing Srinagar’s first network of cycling tracks. They
are also introducing other measures for the safety
and convenience of cyclists, such as new lighting,
trees for shade and bike parking areas. The work
is part of the Srinagar Master Plan 2035, which
identifies cycling as an important “non-energy
consuming and non-polluting mode of transport for
short and medium trip lengths” in a city notorious
for traffic congestion. Rizwan Khurshid, coordina-
tor of the Srinagar Smart City Mission, which aims
to make the city “green and clean” with a full set of
civic amenities and technology, welcomed the
trend. “People are getting aware about the benefits
of cycling like never before thanks to the growing
use of information technology,” including the inter-
net and social media, he said.—Reuters

SRINAGAR: Bicycle sellers in Srinagar, the summer capital
of Indian-administered Kashmir, have struggled to keep
pace with demand as the COVID-19 pandemic has driven
surging interest in pedal power to get around the city and
keep fit.—Reuters

Kashmir bike sellers outpaced by 
pandemic demand for pedal power

HK police launch 
national security 
crime hotline
HONG KONG: Hong Kong police unveiled a ded-
icated hotline yesterday for residents to report na-
tional security threats, sparking criticism that the
measure will deepen swirling distrust in the already
polarized city. China imposed a sweeping new na-
tional security law in June after last year’s huge and
often violent pro-democracy protests in the finan-
cial hub. Despite assurances that the law would
only target a “tiny minority”, its wording has out-
lawed a host of peaceful political views and helped
to stamp out mass dissent in the financial hub. The
hotline allows residents to send “national security
intelligence” via text message, email and the Chi-
nese messaging app WeChat.

Hong Kong residents can also use the line to
send pictures, audio and video files, police said in
a Facebook post yesterday. Rights groups have
voiced concerns that the hotline will deliver an-
other blow to free speech at a time when Beijing is
ramping up control over the city. “Informants may
use this hotline against people who they dislike or
are in a different political camp,” Human Rights
Watch senior researcher Maya Wang said. Oppo-
nents have drawn parallels with the Cultural Revo-
lution in mainland China, a turbulent period in the
1960s and 70s when millions were punished and
purged by authorities-often after denunciation by
family, friends and neighbors. —AFP


