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Yellowstone stinks. And it has no manners
at all. The rotten-egg whiff taunts your

nostrils; your ears are assaulted by a vulgar-
ity of belches, burps and farts. But then,
what do you expect when you’re exploring
the largest geothermal area in the world?
More than 500 active geysers spout in
Yellowstone’s enormous, steaming land-
scape - Old Faithful being the most famous.
And there are hot springs to visit - from the
bloodshot eyeball of Grand Prismatic to the
travertine shelves at Mammoth. The wildlife

is perhaps an even bigger draw. This is like
North America’s answer to an African safari,
although here the Big Five creatures are
bison, bighorn sheep, elk, bear and wolf.
Watching shaggy bison warming up by a
thermal pool, catching sight of a grizzly bear
across a meadow, or visiting in winter to
glimpse wolf prints in the snow - all are quin-
tessential Yellowstone experiences.

It started with the pilgrims from afar who
came to worship at the photogenic island

church, it continued with the lakeside
sojourns of 19th-century royalty and then of
former Yugoslav President Tito who had a
villa on the shores - and today, tourism to

Slovenia’s Lake Bled shows no signs of
slowing. This blue-green body of water with
a white church on a green island, abutted
by a terracotta-roofed castle and backed by
snow-daubed Julian Alps, is Slovenia’s pre-
mier crowd-puller. The lake measures just

1.2 by 0.9 miles (2km by 1.4km), so walking
or cycling around it is an easy 4 miles
(6km). Hire a pletna (gondola), dive
beneath the glass-like surface and stay
over in one of many beautiful shoreside
properties. Slovenia has won praise for eco-

initiatives like ecologically designed Garden
Village Bled, where a stream snakes
through a collection of tree houses and
glamping tents.

Marking the boundary between
Argentina and Brazil, the Rio

Iguazu flows languidly through the jun-
gle before plunging over a basalt ledge
with such sudden, furious force that the
planet’s most awe-inspiring waterfalls
are the result. On the Argentinian side,
a boardwalk leads through jungle vege-
tation replete with butterflies and
squawking parrots, passing a series of
increasingly impressive falls until finally
the Garganta del Diablo (Devil’s Throat)
comes into view. A visit is a jaw-drop-

ping, visceral experience, and the pow-
er and noise of the cascades - a chain
of hundreds of waterfalls nearly 2 miles
(3km) in extension - live forever in the
memory. Sunlight shines through the
spray, creating multiple rainbows as the
falling water ricochets up off the river
below. The exhilarating cool mist, the
high decibel roar and the thundering
vibrations of crashing water remind you
in no uncertain terms of the power and
splendor of nature.USA
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Grand Prismatic is one of the most photographed features at the park. — Getty Images

The stunning chain of waterfalls that make up Iguazu Falls.—Shutterstock

Lake Bled’s beauty has attracted travelers for over a thousand years. — Lonely Planet


