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The world’s biggest salt lake transforms into a vast mirror after rain. — Getty Images

Buddhist monks enter the Bayon temple at Angkor Wat.— Shutterstock

Prayer flags along the Annapurna Circuit. — ShutterStock

Nepal offers golden temples, charming hill
villages, jungle wildlife watching, and

the incredible walk around Nepal’s
Annapurna massif, which has long been
considered one of the world’s great treks.
The scenery is mesmerizing and the sense

of journey is psychologically satisfying, start-
ing in rice paddies and climbing through
yak pastures before crossing the mighty
snow-bound Thorung La pass. It’s every-
thing a good trek should be - challenging,
majestic and inspirational. And at the end of

the day some of Nepal’s best lodges offer
hot meals, apple pie and pots of milky tea.
However, it’s the side trips that make this a
truly great trek, notably up to high-altitude
Tilicho Lake or to the village of Ngawal,
where terraces offer views of snowcapped

peaks just across the valley. Build in a cou-
ple of extra days, shake off the crowds, and
take your time - this is not scenery to rush
through.
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Imagine this: you’re standing in the middle
of the sky. Clouds above. Clouds below.

Blue all around. That’s what it’s like at Salar
de Uyuni, the world’s biggest salt lake, after
rain. The thin layer of water turns the utterly
flat salt surface into a vast mirror. The hori-
zon disappears and you seem to float. That’s
only one of the brain-bending experiences
you’ll have visiting these 4085 sq miles
(10,582 sq km) of salt, high in the Bolivian
altiplano. When the lake’s dry, the white
cracked immensity feels like a desolate, sun-

scorched post-apocalyptic landscape. In the
dry season you can visit the lake’s two
islands - Isla Incahuasi and Isla del Pescado
- craggy husks of land sprouting with cacti.
See too the geyser fields with boiling mud
and sulfur steam. Several of the eerie high-
altitude lakes, turned aquamarine from high
mineral content, are home to flocks of flamin-
gos. — www.lonelyplanet.com

Amonument to human ingenuity and
devotion, the temples of Angkor have

an ability to inspire awe that rivals many of
nature’s contributions to this list’s top 10.
And so they should - Angkor Wat, the most
famous of Angkor’s sites, is a representa-
tion of Mt Meru, center of the universe and
abode of Hindu gods. Imagine the wonder-
ment of the ancient Khmer as they entered
Angkor Wat for the first time: crossing the
vast moat, peering up at the 180ft (55m)

central tower, gazing at intricately carved
bas-reliefs. Beyond Angkor Wat are more
than 1000 temples and shrines, including
Ta Prohm, its towers gripped by the jungle,
and Bayon with its giant stone faces. The
temples are the perfect fusion of creative
ambition and spiritual devotion, and a point
of pilgrimage for all Cambodians. Avoid the
crowds with a visit in the wet season for
(hopefully) that perfect Angkor sunrise.


