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KUWAIT: The governments of the US 
and Kuwait are scheduled to launch their 
fourth Strategic Dialogue talks today 
through a series of virtual, bilateral work-
ing groups, the US Embassy said yester-
day. The working groups will run for the 
next two weeks in the lead up to a closing 
ceremony in Washington DC on 
November 24. The closing ceremony will 
be co-chaired by US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah. 

The different working groups serve to 
strengthen cooperation between the two 
countries across various fields including 
political, human rights and development; 

education and scientific cooperation; 
security; consular services, customs, and 
border protection; trade and investment; 

and defense. “The bilateral working 
groups have to take on a mostly virtual 
dimension this year because of the pan-
demic,” US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina 
Romanowski said. “If anything, however, 
going virtual is a testament to our com-
mitment and resolve to expand coopera-
tion between our two countries despite 

the limitations imposed by COVID-19,” 
Romanowski added. 

The US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue, 

first launched four years ago, is the over-
arching framework of efforts to shape the 
two countries’ work on shared issues. The 
2020 dialogue will build on the successes 
from previous years, including past agree-
ments and MOUs on counter-terrorism 
training, higher education, cybersecurity, 
counter-narcotics, and customs security. 
As part of this year’s Strategic Dialogue, 
the two countries are expected to sign the 
first MOU on health cooperation. “The 
Strategic Dialogue has become the cen-
terpiece of our enduring relationship and 
it will continue to serve as a long-term 
framework for our common vision of con-
tinuously expanding cooperation,” 
Ambassador Romanowski said. — KUNA
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yesterday, protesters along some streets held 

signs hostile to him. 
In a victory speech in Wilmington on Saturday, 

Biden promised “not to divide but unify”, and 
reached out directly to Trump supporters, declaring 
“they’re not our enemies, they’re Americans”. “Let’s 
give each other a chance,” he said, urging the coun-
try to “lower the temperature”. Biden made an 
explicit call for cooperation between America’s two 
major political parties as he faces political dysfunc-
tion and partisan gridlock in Washington. “Let this 
grim era of demonization in America begin to end, 
here and now,” Biden said. 

He also thanked black voters, saying that even at 
his campaign’s lowest moments, the African-
American community had stood up for him. “They 
always have my back, and I’ll have yours,” he said. 
Casting his eye further, Biden said he would “make 
America respected around the world again” - a ref-
erence to Trump’s tearing up of traditional diplomatic 
ties. “Tonight, the whole world is watching America 
and I believe that at our best America is a beacon for 
the globe,” he said.  

The celebratory event, which featured confetti, 
fireworks and a soundtrack including Springsteen 

and Tina Turner, also gave Americans a closer look 
at Biden’s running mate Harris. In her speech, 
cheered every few seconds by the ecstatic crowd, 
Harris lauded the record turnout and said that after 
so much division, “Joe is a healer”. “When our very 
democracy was on the ballot in this election, with 
the very soul of America at stake, and the world 
watching, you ushered in a new day for America,” 
she said.  

In Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Washington and 
other majority-Democratic cities, people poured 
into the streets to celebrate and car horns honked. 
An excited crowd of several thousand gathered on 
Black Lives Matter Plaza next to the White House, 
giving a hostile reception to Trump as his motor-
cade passed nearby on return from the golf course. 
“It’s been so many years waiting for this day to 
happen,” said Jack Nugent, a 24-year-old software 
engineer. 

There were similar scenes in New York, Trump’s 
birthplace. However, in Arizona, where the race was 
close, a group of almost 1,000 Trump supporters 
gathered in Phoenix to protest what they said was a 
stolen election. “There’s a lot of fraud here. It needs 
to be either redone totally or recounted,” Donna 
McCollum, 77, said.  

On Saturday, Trump fired off tweets saying he had 
won the election “by a lot” and he continued to make 
unsubstantiated claims of voter fraud on Twitter yes-
terday. In one tweet, he cited an ally, former 
Republican House speaker Newt Gingrich, as saying 
the “best pollster in Britain wrote this morning that 
this clearly was a stolen election”.  — Agencies 
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up and help us preserve the integrity of this 

democracy,” Clyburn said on CNN’s “State of 
the Union”. 

Romney, who voted to convict Trump at his 
impeachment trial, said the president has “has 
every right to call for recounts” but he should be 
careful with his “choice of words”. “I’m con-
vinced that once all remedies have been exhaust-
ed, if those are exhausted in a way that’s not 
favorable to him, he will accept the inevitable,” 
Romney said. The Utah senator added that he 
“would prefer to see the world watching a more 
graceful departure, but that’s just not in the 
nature of the man.” 

Speaking on ABC’s “This Week,” another 
Republican senator, Roy Blunt of Missouri said 
“it’s time for the president’s lawyers to present the 
facts and it’s time for those facts to speak for 
themselves.” But Trump ally Senator Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina said the president 
should keep fighting. “We will work with Biden if 
he wins, but Trump has not lost,” Graham said on 
the Fox News show “Sunday Morning Futures”. 
“Do not concede, Mr President. Fight hard.” 

Another Trump ally, House minority leader 
Kevin McCarthy, told the same show it was too 
early to call the election. “What we need in the 
presidential race is to make sure every legal vote 
is counted, every recount is completed, and every 
legal challenge should be heard,” McCarthy said.  

Republicans worried that Trump could tarnish 

his legacy if he does not eventually make a grace-
ful exit, eroding his future political power. “It will 
be impossible for him to run again in 2024 if he’s 
seen as a sore loser,” a congressional Republican 
source said.  

Fox News host Laura Ingraham, a staunch 
Trump defender, on Friday urged the president, if 
and when the time came, to accept an unfavorable 
outcome with “grace and composure,” and the 
Wall Street Journal’s conservative editorial board 
wrote that Trump “needs evidence to prove voter 
fraud”. “If Mr Biden has 270 Electoral College 
votes at the end of the counting and litigation, 
President Trump will have a decision to make. We 
hope in that event he would concede gracefully,” 
it said. 

Biden crossed that crucial  threshold on 
Saturday by winning the battleground state of 
Pennsylvania. One Trump adviser said White 
House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows would likely 
be the aide who would raise with Trump the idea 
of conceding. Meadows came down with the 
coronavirus this week and is under quarantine. 
Another former adviser said Vice President Mike 
Pence or senior adviser and Trump son-in-law 
Jared Kushner would have the job of telling the 
president when it was time to concede. 

Indeed, CNN reported late on Saturday that 
Kushner had approached Trump about conceding. 
A White House spokesman did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. “President 
Trump is entitled to take the time he wants to 
absorb this. It was close and it’s not productive to 
demand an immediate concession,” said Ari 
Fleischer, who was a White House press secretary 
in the George W Bush administration. “The best 
thing to keep this country together is to give the 
president a reasonable period of time to accept 
the results.” — Agencies 

Trump does not  
plan to concede...

Continued from Page 1 
 
second term. Biden’s ties with Israel run deep, 

and he has been a vocal supporter of the Jewish 
state for decades. He visited Israel in 1973, months 
after he was first elected to the Senate.  

In a 2015 speech, while serving as Barack 
Obama’s vice president, Biden said the United 
States was wedded to a “sacred promise to protect 
the homeland of the Jewish people”. During the 
2012 vice-presidential debate, when Biden was fac-
ing criticism over the Obama administration’s treat-
ment of Israel from Republican Paul Ryan, Biden 
asserted that he and Netanyahu had “been friends 
for 39 years”. Netanyahu yesterday praised Biden 
as “a great friend of Israel” with whom he has had 
“a long and warm personal relationship”.  

Biden supported recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital two decades before Trump triggered 
global outcry by doing so. Biden backed a 1995 
Senate bill to establish a US embassy in Jerusalem 
by 1999. Biden’s 2020 campaign said he would not 
reverse Trump’s embassy move, but would reopen a 
consulate in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem “to 
engage the Palestinians”. 

But Biden is expected to walk-back parts of 
Trump’s record, notably by opposing Jewish settle-
ment construction in the occupied West Bank, 
which the president-elect has described as an 
obstacle to peace. Biden also said he would restore 
“humanitarian aid for the Palestinian people,” after 
Trump cut US support - more than $300 million 
annually - to the UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees (UNRWA).   

Israel’s former envoy to Washington Michael 
Oren told AFP that tensions will spike if Biden seeks 
to revive the Iran nuclear deal, a prospect he said 
had a “very high” likelihood. The UAE, Bahrain and 
especially Saudi Arabia are bitter rivals of Iran. 
Experts have said that the normalization deals, as 
well as warming ties between Israel and Saudi 
Arabia under Trump, were partly driven by a desire 
to forge a united front against Iran.  

Israeli officials are also concerned that Israel 
critics in the Democratic Party will influence Biden’s 
administration. Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, 
tipped for a possible cabinet post, has called 
Netanyahu a “reactionary racist”. Israel has mean-
while accused two Democratic congresswomen, 
Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar, of supporting the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement 
against Israel over its treatment of the Palestinians.  

The Palestinian Authority cut ties with Trump’s 
administration, accusing it of being flagrantly pro-
Israel. In a statement congratulating Biden and 
Harris, Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas urged 
the incoming administration “to enhance the 
Palestinian-American relations”. Abbas said he 
wanted to work with the new administration “to 
achieve freedom, independence, justice and dignity 
for (the Palestinian) people”, indicating he will drop 
his three-year political boycott of the White House.  

Abbas’ boycott was popular among Palestinians, 
who celebrated Trump’s defeat yesterday on the 
streets. But, even as security contacts with 
Washington continued behind the scenes, the 
Palestinian leadership felt increasingly isolated, 
especially after Israel signed agreements with Gulf 
Arab states to normalize ties. In the days before the 
election Abbas’s inner circle met to discuss whether 
they should resume political contacts with the 
White House if Biden won, a Palestinian official told 
Reuters. 

Biden has said he would restore funding to the 
West Bank and Gaza that Trump had cut, including 
assistance delivered through the US Agency for 
International Development and UN agencies. He has 
also in the past opposed Israeli settlement con-
struction in the occupied West Bank, and voiced 
support for a two-state solution to the conflict, a 
formula that would see a future state of Palestine 
co-existing alongside Israel. 

 “Trump’s losing is a gain for us, for the 
Palestinian people, because he had sold out the 
Palestinian cause,” said Anwar Abu Amira, 38, a 
refugee in Gaza’s Beach Camp. “Since he took office 
until he lost, he has been trying to wipe out the 
Palestinian identity,” Abu Amira said. Gaza political 
analyst Hani Habib said the Biden win would 
encourage Abbas to re-engage in negotiations with 
Israel, a move the international community has long 
called for. — Agencies 
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 authoritarian leaders, Biden has promised to take 

a tough line on human rights. 
Talk show hosts on Egypt’s tightly controlled TV 

channels have tried to play down the impact of a 
Biden victory, arguing that Egypt will adjust and 
adapt. Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi was 
quick to congratulate Biden. The leaders of Iraq, 
United Arab Emirates and Jordan also congratulated 
Biden. Among the six Gulf countries, only Saudi 
Arabia has not yet reacted.  

“This is a region where a... Biden administration is 
expected to both refocus US policy on issues such 
as Iran and push for respect of normative values 
across the region,” the European Council on Foreign 
Relations (ECFR) said in a report. “Biden has made 
clear he intends to re-enter the JCPOA (Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action) if Iran also comes 
back into full compliance and to pursue diplomacy 
with Tehran on wider issues.” 

Trump’s warm ties with regional regimes, espe-
cially in the Gulf, contrasted with those of his pred-
ecessor Barack Obama, whose deal-making with 
Iran appalled archrival Saudi Arabia and its neigh-
bors. In a regional game-changer, the United States 
agreed just days ago to sell more than $10 billion 
worth of top-of-the-line F-35 fighter jets to the 
United Arab Emirates, to reward its diplomatic 
recognition of Israel. 

Trump’s policies generally played well in the 
Gulf and beyond, especially in Saudi Arabia, 
despite a lack of action on major incidents like the 
unprecedented attacks last year against energy 
giant Aramco, blamed on Iran. “Saudi officials 
favored a second Trump presidency,” said Elham 
Fakhro, International Crisis Group’s Senior Analyst 
for Gulf States.  

“They view Trump as having acted to protect 
their most important regional interests, by imposing 
a maximum pressure campaign of sanctions against 
Iran... and by pushing through arms sales to the 

kingdom.” Now they worry “that a Biden administra-
tion will abandon these core interests, by rolling 
back sanctions against Iran, returning to the JCPOA, 
and limiting arms sales.” 

Biden’s regional strategy will have to grapple with 
a series of thorny issues where Trump is accused of 
either neglect or mismanagement, from taking a 
decisive role in ending the war in Libya, to contain-
ing a rising Turkey and facing the threat of attacks in 
Iraq. Analysts say that one of the administration’s 
first moves will be to restore contact with the 
Palestinians, who are angered over the Jerusalem 
embassy issue and also by the US push for the Arab 
world to normalize ties with Israel. 

Biden heartily endorsed the decision by several 
Arab nations to forge ties with Israel, and he is very 
unlikely to shutter the new embassy. However, he is 
expected to “row back the most negative conse-
quences of the Trump era” with a renewal of US aid 
to the Palestinians, reopening the Palestinian mission 
in Washington, and returning to the traditional two-
state position, the EFCR said. “Still, there is unlikely 
to be a full return to the status quo.” 

Lebanese President Michel Aoun congratulated 
Biden and voiced hope for a “return to balance in 
American-Lebanese relations” during his term. 
Nabil Boumonsef, deputy editor-in-chief of An-
Nahar newspaper, told Reuters that the timing of the 
announcement of US sanctions on Friday on Aoun’s 
son-in-law Gebran Bassil, a prominent Christian 
politician, sent a message that Washington would 
continue to go after Lebanese politicians over accu-
sations of corruption and aiding Hezbollah.  

Ibrahim Matraz, a Yemeni journalist, was also 
pessimistic about prospects for a shift in US policy 
after years of conflict that have ravaged his country. 
“We shouldn’t forget that Biden was vice president 
in Obama’s administration when the war began.” 
Trump’s allegations of fraud in the election without 
providing evidence prompted some Arabs to say 
Washington had no right to preach about democra-
cy in their countries, where leaders often win 99 
percent of the vote in rigged elections. 

“These elections show the real face of America, a 
country where elections are a farce with the loser not 
conceding defeat and claiming he won,” said Adel Al-
Natour, an industrialist in war-torn Syria, whose 
leaders face stringent US sanctions. — Agencies 
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entire womenfolk,” housewife Arul Mozhi Sudhakar 

told AFP. Harris’ uncle, academic Balachandran Gopalan, 
said his late sister would have been proud of her daugh-
ter and that the family would converge in Washington 
from across the United States and from India, Canada 
and Mexico to witness her historic inauguration. “Her 
mother would have been very happy. She would have 
asked Kamala to continue what she’s doing,” the 79-
year-old academic told AFP in the capital New Delhi as 
a huge media contingent crowded outside his home. 

“Can you think of any other country where a first-
generation immigrant would go to the highest office... 
It’s a lot of firsts. And at a major time in US history. And 
that she’s there as VP means a lot.” His niece’s lifetime of 
accomplishments - she was also California’s first Black 
attorney general and the first woman of South Asian 
heritage elected to the US Senate - would be an inspira-
tion to other Indian-American immigrants, he added. 

“Lots of (Indian-American) children who earlier were 

interested in the annual Spelling Bee contest are now 
going to be interested in US politics,” he quipped. “I 
think young children, especially young girls, are more 
motivated and enthused. That’s a good thing.” Gopalan 
said he had further hopes for his trailblazing niece - 
including a presidential run. In Delhi, people cheered the 
Harris family’s Indian origins. Yash Iyer, 25, told AFP: 
“It’s a proud moment for us too as Indians since she 
traces her roots here.”  

“Kamala Harris being the US VP is a monumental 
accomplishment not only for the US and Indians but for 
women across the globe,” Smitashree Mishra, who 
works in international health and development, told AFP. 
“What I take away from this victory is a ray of hope, 
hope to stand strong in a society that constantly judges 
you on archaic notions of gender, race and ethnicity... I 
am proud as a woman to see another woman represent 
our perspective in the politics of the world’s most pow-
erful country.” 

Shopkeeper Murlidhar Aggarwal said Harris’ success 
showed that people from minority backgrounds could 
“reach the highest offices” in the US. “Even in India, it 
should be like that - the only thing that should matter is 
if the person is qualified for the job.” — AFP 
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