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Adventure movie “Death on the Nile” was taken
off the holiday movie calendar on Thursday,
further jeopardizing the chances for a revival

this year of the industry. Walt Disney Co said the
release of the mystery adventure, based on an Agatha
Christie novel and with a star cast that includes Gal
Gadot and Kenneth Branagh, had been delayed indef-
initely. It had been due to open in North America and
much of the world on Dec. 18 and was the latest film
to be pushed back as the industry struggles to get
back to business amid the coronavirus pandemic.
“Wonder Woman 1984,” from Warner Bros., is now
the last potential Hollywood blockbuster still on the
calendar for 2020, with a Dec. 25 release date.

The only remaining Disney-owned movie to be
released this year is the independent Oscar hopeful
“Nomadland,” starring Frances McDormand as
woman who loses everything in a recession.
Hollywood studios have pushed a string of movies,
including the new James Bond film “No Time To Die”
and action movie “Black Widow,” into 2021.
Thursday’s move comes after several European coun-
tries, including the U.K., Italy and France, reimposed
tough lockdowns to combat a surge in coronavirus
cases. Movie theaters in the biggest U.S. markets -
New York City and Los Angeles - remain shut. Efforts
to get Americans back into theaters after the pan-
demic shuttered cinemas worldwide in March have
proved disappointing given the dearth of new films to
attract audiences. —AFP

Disney pulls ‘Death on the Nile’ 
movie off holiday calendar

The popular Fortnite videogame could be restored
to Apple mobile devices through a gaming pro-
gram that runs on a browser, allowing it to evade

a ban by Apple amid a dispute over fees, the BBC
reported. Apple pulled Fortnite from its App Store on
August 13 after Fortnite developer Epic Games released
an update that dodges revenue sharing with the iPhone
maker, and the companies are now locked in a legal
battle Now Silicon Valley tech firm Nvidia has devel-
oped a version of its GEForce Now cloud gaming serv-
ice that runs on Apple’s Safari browser, which could
offer Fortnite to Apple users, the BBC said.

Nvidia could announce the Fortnite offering on the
platform before the winter holidays, the report said,
adding that it was possible the game could still be

excluded from Apple devices. Epic and Apple are
fighting over whether Apple’s tight control of the App
Store, and its 30 percent cut of revenue, counts as
monopolistic behavior. A trial to resolve the dispute is
not expected until next year. Nvidia declined to con-
firm whether Fortnite would soon be available on
Apple mobile devices. The game already is available on
Apple laptops through Nvidia’s system. “Nvidia is not
commenting on any new clients coming to the service,
or on the availability of any game on unannounced or
unreleased platforms,” a spokesperson said.  “Fortnite
is not confirmed for GeForce NOW on platforms
beyond PC, Mac and Android.” Epic Games also
declined comment, while Apple did not immediately
respond to a request for comment. —AFP

Fortnite could soon return to Apple iPhones

ABritish couple have thanked their lucky
stars after a garage full of bin bags they
inherited from a dead neighbor yielded

a trove of Star Wars toys worth £400,000
($525,000).  The couple, from Stourbridge in
central England, were initially unsure what to
make of the jumble of dolls and spacecraft
their neighbor had spent decades collecting,
The Times newspaper reported Thursday.
Their son called in an auctioneer, who found a
treasure trove of Star Wars memorabilia
including action figures still pristine in their
sealed packaging.

“A lot of them were a bit damp because of

how they’ve been stored but generally it’s the
best Star Wars collection I’ve ever seen,” Chris
Aston of Aston’s Auctioneers, told The Times.
“We had a huge amount of interest from all
over the world and were always expecting the
sale to do very well,” Aston said of the auction.
Going under the hammer was a Star Destroyer
Commander, one of only two known examples
still to be in its original packaging, which sold
for £32,500 ($42,000) including fees, the
Times said. A Palitoy Jawa still in its packag-
ing-and believed to be one of only 10 in exis-
tence-fetched £27,280 with fees. A set of eight
figures from “Return of the Jedi” that cost only

£1.59 each when they were bought new in the
1980s, went for £1,400.

From Storm Trooper helmets to R2D2’s
eye, memorabilia from one of the world’s
biggest movie franchises can fetch eye-
watering sums at auctions. In 2015, a Luke
Skywalker doll, which hit the market in 1978
as a children’s toy, sold for $25,000 at an
auction organized by Sotheby’s and eBay.
Aston said the Stourbridge couple would be
“thrilled” with the unexpected windfall. “I
don’t know if they have any specific plans but
it must feel like they’ve won the lottery,” he
said. —AFP

Star Wars toys discovered in bin bags net £400,000 for UK couple

The Philippines boasts one of the world’s longest
Christmas seasons, kicking off in September with fairy
lights and artificial trees decorating malls, festive tunes

on the radio and party-packed calendars. But the coronavirus
pandemic looks set to be the grinch that spoils the four-month-
long celebration this year. Gatherings are banned, night-time
curfews are in force, church attendance is limited, and many are
broke after measures to contain the virus devastated the econ-
omy and left millions jobless.  Philippine crooner Jose Mari
Chan, whose song “Christmas In Our Hearts” heralds the start
of the festivities when it hits the airwaves on September 1,
summed it up: “Sadness surrounds us.”

Family get-togethers, karaoke parties and lavish spend-
ing on gifts, which usually mark the countdown to
Christmas, have been upended. But despite the bleak condi-
tions, fiesta-loving Filipinos say they are determined to stop
the virus from stealing all their Christmas cheer. “With or
without Covid we have to celebrate Christmas whatever it
takes, this is a Filipino tradition,” said Cecilia Moore, wear-
ing a mandatory mask as she paid 2,500 pesos ($52) for
festive lights to decorate her home. Her husband temporari-
ly lost his job on an oil tanker when the country went into
lockdown in March, hurting the family’s finances. But Moore
said she needed something colorful to dispel the gloom
hanging over her family. “Even though times are hard, we

still buy lanterns to make us happy,” the 32-year-old said. It
is not clear why Filipinos start celebrating Christmas in
September-months before most other countries-but sociolo-
gist Yellowbelle Duaqui said it could be cultural: they love to
party. “Filipino hospitality is known to be the best in the
world... we love to entertain,” she said. Jeffrey Lopez, who
makes festive lights in San Fernando near Manila, said he has
been flat out since reopening in August after a two-month
shutdown. Sales reach 40,000 pesos a day and more than
twice that on weekends-similar to pre-pandemic levels. “It
feels as though Covid has not hit us,” Lopez told AFP at his
workshop, where colorful lights in the shape of reindeer,
Santa Claus and his sleigh, and even the Eiffel Tower are lined
up outside.   “Nothing, not even the pandemic, can stop the
coming of Christmas.” 

‘Generosity and kindness’ 
But many retailers are suffering this season.  Normally

packed shopping malls-the center of community life-are
quieter than usual as people stay home for fear of catching a
virus that has infected nearly 400,000 in the country.  Some
shops are boarded up and many of those that are open offer
steep discounts of 50-70 percent. “A lot of people lost a lot
of money and it’s not that easy to recover that,” said
Roehlano Briones, a senior research fellow at the state-run

Philippine Institute for Development Studies.
Christmas festivities during the so-called “Ber months”-

which refers to the September-December months ending in
-ber-normally drive up consumer spending by about 12-18
percent in the fourth quarter compared with other quarters,
Briones said. The trend will continue this year “but it will be
subdued”, he added. Many household budgets have also
been drained by the loss of monthly remittances from rela-

tives working abroad after they lost their jobs due to the
global health crisis.  The crooner Chan, describing himself as
a “little drummer boy who heralds the advent of the
Christmas season”, said the pandemic served as a reminder
to Filipinos of “what really matters”.  “There are a lot of our
brothers who are out of work, who are hungry,” he told AFP.
“These Ber months should awaken in us that sense of gen-
erosity and kindness towards them.” —AFP

Festive Filipinos trying to save
Christmas from coronavirus

This photo shows shoppers watching the lighting ceremony of a 60-foot (18.29
meter) tall Christmas tree at the Mall of Asia in Manila.

—AFP photos

This photo shows lanterns and lit ornaments for sale during the festive season
at a shop in San Fernando town in Pampanga province.

This photo shows a worker standing beside lanterns and lit ornaments, including
several shaped in the likeness of the Eiffel Tower, for sale during the festive season
at a shop in San Fernando town in Pampanga province.

This photo shows customers walking away with newly-purchased lanterns for
the festive season in San Fernando town in Pampanga province.

This photo shows a woman wearing a mask to protect herself from the COVID-
19, stands next to giant lanterns for sale for the festive season at a roadside
shop in Manila.

This photo shows a worker making lanterns to be sold for the festive season at a
shop in San Fernando town in Pampanga province.

This photo shows a shopper watching the lighting ceremony
of a 60-foot (18.29 meter) tall Christmas tree at the Mall of
Asia in Manila.

This photo shows shoppers sitting with physical distancing
near a 60-foot (18.29 meter) tall Christmas tree (back-
ground) at the Mall of Asia in Manila.


