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City, Liverpool share spoils 
Kane joins 150 club as Spurs, Leicester play Premier League leapfrog 

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus (center) scores the equalizing goal past Liverpool’s Brazilian goalkeeper Alisson Becker (2nd right) during the English Premier League football match between 
Manchester City and Liverpool at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester yesterday. —AFP 

LONDON: Kevin De Bruyne missed a penalty as 
Manchester City squandered the chance to close 
the gap on Liverpool yesterday while Tottenham’s 
Harry Kane celebrated joining the Premier League’s 
150 club. A win at the Etihad would have taken the 
Reds to the summit but they were forced to settle 
for a 1-1 draw in a battle between the two dominant 
powers over the past two seasons.  

That meant Leicester clung onto top spot after 
leapfrogging Spurs with a 1-0 win at home to 
Wolves. Jurgen Klopp’s champions made an aggres-
sive start against City, with Sadio Mane, Mohamed 
Salah, Roberto Firmino and Diogo Jota all in a fear-
some-looking starting line-up. The visitors went 
ahead in the 13th minute when Salah converted a 
penalty after Kyle Walker clipped Mane in the box. 

City drew level just after the half-hour mark 
when De Bruyne picked out Gabriel Jesus in the 
area with his back to goal. The City striker cleverly 
turned past Trent Alexander-Arnold and poked past 

Alisson Becker. City were awarded a penalty them-
selves just before the interval after a VAR check 
when Joe Gomez was unable to get his arm out of 
the way of a De Bruyne cross but the Belgian 
skewed wide. The draw left Liverpool in third place 
on 17 points after eight games, one behind Leicester 
and five clear of City, who have a game in hand. 

 
Kane reaches 150 goals     

Earlier, Kane headed in a late winner in a 1-0 
victory against struggling West Brom to briefly lift 
Jose Mourinho’s side to the top of the table after 
their fourth win in five league games. Only Alan 
Shearer and Sergio Aguero have scored 150 
Premier League goals in fewer appearances than 
Kane, who reached the landmark in his 218th match. 

Mourinho was effusive in his praise for his star 
striker, who also has 10 assists in all competitions 
this season. “Harry Kane, you have to say has this 
many goals, this many assists, this number of balls 

recovered, this number of duels won, this number of 
balls that he saved his team in a defensive set-
piece,” he said. “This is Harry Kane. It’s goals plus 
this and this and this and that.” 

The landmark effort for Kane, who scored his 
200th Tottenham goal in all competitions against 
Ludogorets on Thursday, was perfectly timed 
after they had labored to break down stubborn 
Albion. Mourinho started with Kane, Gareth Bale 
and Son Heung-min in his front three for the first 
time, and while the latter two were quiet, Kane 
was on hand to clinch Tottenham’s third succes-
sive league victory. 

Spurs are now unbeaten in their past seven 
league games but were below their best for long 
periods against a West Brom team still without a 
league win this term. Son wasted an early chance 
but the home side had opportunities of their own 
through Karlan Grant, Kyle Bartley and Jake 
Livermore. Kane finally broke Albion’s resistance in 

the 88th minute when Matt Doherty’s cross caused 
indecision from Johnstone and the England captain 
arrived to flick a header into the far corner. But 
Spurs’ stay at the top of the Premier League table 
was short-lived as Jamie Vardy netted his eighth 
Premier League goal of the season for Leicester. 

Vardy scored the decisive goal from the penal-
ty spot in the 15th minute-fol lowing a VAR 
check-after Max Kilman handled Dennis Praet’s 
cross in the area. But he blew a chance to make it 
2-0 when he was denied by Rui Patricio late in 
the first half after James Justin was brought down 
in the box but Brendan Rodgers’ team held on to 
win all three points. “I think we had a real chal-
lenge in this first part of the season with the play-
ers we had out... the team have been fantastic,” 
Rodgers told Sky Sports.  “We had to show dif-
ferent sides to our game today and thankfully 
we’ve come through.” Arsenal hosted Aston Villa 
in the late kick-off. —  AFP 

MADRID: Real Sociedad regained top spot in 
La Liga yesterday after winning 2-0 against a 
depleted Granada, who could face punishment 
for fielding fewer than the required number of 
first-team players. Nacho Monreal scored in the 
22nd minute and Mikel Oyarzabal converted a 
penalty in the 27th at Anoeta to send la Real 
back above Atletico Madrid, who had briefly 
taken first place after thrashing Cadiz on 
Saturday. 

Atletico are three points behind but have two 
games in hand. Defeat means Granada drop to 
fifth, with the club currently hit by an outbreak 
of coronavirus. Granada had only seven first-
team players available and finished with only 
four on the pitch, which is contrary to La Liga’s 
minimum of five. The rest of the squad was 
made up of players from the youth team. It 
remains to be seen if La Liga take action, having 
already rejected Granada’s request on Saturday 
for the game to be postponed. Unai Emery’s 
Villarreal move up to second in the table after 
they won 3-1 against Getafe. — AFP 

Real Sociedad go  
top after beating  
virus-hit Granada

MILAN: Ecuador’s Felipe Caicedo again came off 
the bench to rescue Lazio as he claimed a late 
equalizer in yesterday’s 1-1 draw with Juventus after 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s early goal for the visitors in 
Rome. Ronaldo had opened the scoring after a 
quarter of an hour but the Serie A champions let the 
game slip when the Portugal star limped off with an 
ankle sprain and Caicedo fired in five minutes into 
injury time. 

“I’m speechless, a goal like this leaves me 
speechless,” said Caicedo, who also scored for in 
the midweek 1-1 Champions League draw at Zenit 
Saint-Petersburg and clinched the winner in last 
weekend’s 4-3 victory at Torino. Juve missed the 
chance to move second behind Serie A leaders AC 
Milan. They trail their northern rivals, who hosted 
Hellas Verona later, by three points. Elsewhere, 
Roma moved into third place, one point ahead of 
fourth-placed Juventus, after a Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
hat-trick in a 3-1 win for the capital side at Genoa. 

Inter Milan and Atalanta also dropped points 
with a 1-1 draw in Bergamo after Aleksey 
Miranchuk struck on his first Serie A start to cancel 
out Lautaro Martinez’s header. “We had a good 
match, there were no signs of danger,” said Juve 

coach Andrea Pirlo. “But championships are won on 
details, too bad only for those last ten seconds.” 
Simone Inzaghi’s hosts, embroiled in coronavirus 
chaos, are ninth, five points off the leaders. The 
home side were without striker Ciro Immobile, mid-
fielder Lucas Leiva and goalkeeper Thomas 
Strakosha, who remain in isolation. 

The Roman club are being investigated by the 
Italian football federation for possible Covid viola-
tions after UEFA blocked some players from playing 
Champions League games at Club Brugge and Zenit 
after testing positive. However, the players including 
Immobile were included against Torino, following 
negative tests carried out in a lab used by the club. 
They were again left out again this weekend after a 
further round of tests. “This team has heart, difficul-
ties are part of our DNA,” said Inzaghi, adding he 
was “calm” despite the current crisis. “In such a 
moment, today’s match against Juve is a great 
match.” 

 
Ronaldo ‘crucial’     

Pirlo’s men were again without captain Giorgio 
Chiellini with Leonardo Bonucci, making his 400th 
start for the club, producing an early block to 
thwart Vedat Muriqi. But it was again Ronaldo who 
proved decisive as he finished off a Juan Cuadrado 
cross after the Colombia attacker shook off defend-
ers Luis Alberto and Mohamed Fares. The 35-year-
old scored his sixth goal in four league games. 
Ronaldo had two further chances for a second in the 
first half, rattling the post before Pepe Reina tipped 
a free-kick over the bar. The Lazio keeper also 

denied Adrien Rabiot just before the hour mark. 
But with Pirlo’s side looking in control, Ronaldo 

went off with 15 minutes to go after taking a knock 
to his right ankle, and his absence once again hit the 
champions. Caicedo, who came on early in the sec-
ond half, once again had the final word. He picked 
up a Correa cross and swiveled to fire in the equal-
izer as Juventus drew for the fourth time in seven 
league games. “Ronaldo is a crucial player,” said 
Pirlo. “They are the ones who make you win games. 
When you want to take it home you have to give 
something more, and today we couldn’t do it.”  Inter 
and Atalanta settled for a point, days after 
Champions League defeats to Real Madrid and 
Liverpool respectively. — AFP 

Caicedo frustrates  
Juventus; Inter held  
1-1; Roma win 3-1

ROME: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo 
controls the ball during the Italian Serie A football 
match between Lazio (SSL) and Juventus (JFC), at the 
Olympic stadium in Rome yesterday. —AFP 


