
KUWAIT: Senior US and Kuwaiti officials convened 
the Education and Scientific Cooperation Working 
Group of the fourth Strategic Dialogue yesterday, to 
discuss bilateral cooperation in the fields of higher 
education, professional development exchange pro-
grams, and scientific research. 

US Assistant Secretary of State for Educational 
and Cultural Affairs Marie Royce and Undersecretary 
at Kuwait’s Ministry of Higher Education Dr Sabeeh 
Al-Mukhaizeem co-chaired the meeting with partici-
pation from Kuwait’s Ministry of Education, the 
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences, 
and the Kuwait Institution for Scientific Research, 
among others. 

Also present from the US side was Ambassador 
Alina L Romanowski, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Arabian Gulf Affairs Tim Lenderking, and Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Public Diplomacy Chris 
Hodges, among other senior US officials.  

“The Education and Scientific Working Group is a 

key opportunity for the US and Kuwait to review the 
progress we have made in academic and cultural 
exchanges, and propose new initiatives that will 
improve educational and professional development 
opportunities for Kuwaiti students and young profes-
sionals,” Ambassador Romanowski said. 

“With over one million international students, the 
United States offers an unmatched variety of colleges 

and universities to select from. Kuwaiti students who 
choose to study there can learn in a truly international 
environment and come away with a world-class edu-
cation,” Romanowski added. 

The discussion focused on how the US and Kuwait 
can work together to increase the number of Kuwaiti 
students at US education institutions, expand training 
programs for Kuwaiti English teachers, develop pro-

fessional development exchanges for Kuwaiti youth 
and young professionals, and facilitate scientific 
cooperation between US and Kuwaiti institutions. 

The US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue, first launched 
four years ago, is an annual high-level series of meet-
ings which frames the two countries’ work on issues 
of shared concern. The next working group on securi-
ty cooperation is scheduled for November 16. 
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Amir, Crown Prince meet 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah have separately received His Highness Sheikh 

Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at 
Bayan Palace yesterday. In other news, His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent a cable of congratulations to Professor 

Alpha Conde following his re-election as President 
of Guinea, wishing him good health and for bilateral 
ties to further development. His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent cables of con-
gratulations to Professor Conde on his re-election, 
and wished him best of luck. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
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Meanwhile, an informed source at the general 

directorate of residency affairs told Al-Anbaa daily 
that all expats holding a valid residency permit can 
enter the country regardless of age, but health pro-
tocols must be followed, especially for those arriv-
ing from 34 designated countries who should quar-
antine in a third country.  

He added there is no ban on elderly dependent 
visa holders from entering the country, but due to 
the current situation, it is preferable for the elderly 
not to travel for their safety. The source said resi-

dencies of all types, especially article 22 (depen-
dent) visas, can be renewed online, assuring parents 
of university students that there is no fear of their 
children’s residencies being cancelled for being 
abroad for more than six months. 

As for a timeframe of when issuance of visit visas 
will resume, the source said there have been no 
instructions so far from the Cabinet, pointing out 
that the only entity authorized to allow entry to 
those who do not have residency permits is the min-
isterial committee and not the interior ministry. 

The source said residencies are being can-
celled daily according to the law if they expire 
and are not renewed. Holders of expired residen-
cy permits should undergo new procedures when 
life returns to normal, which means a new entry 
visa must be obtained. The source added 186,176 
visas were issued online from July 21, 2016 till 
March 10, 2020. 
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coronavirus recovery funds. Dacian Ciolos, head 

of the parliament’s centrist Renew Europe Group, 
called the agreement “a game-changer” for 
Europeans facing adversity from the pandemic. 

The novel coronavirus has infected close to 51 
million people worldwide, with more than 1.2 million 
deaths. Yesterday, 6,867 new deaths were recorded 
worldwide, with the highest daily tolls in France, 
Spain and the United States. Kuwait registered 903 
new COVID-19 infections in the past 24 hours, rais-
ing the total to 133,381 cases, the health ministry 
announced yesterday. Total deaths reached 821 with 
the addition of five more fatalities, it added. 

The US remains the hardest-hit nation at more 
than 10 million cases and nearly 240,000 deaths, 
and the pandemic was one of the top issues for vot-
ers in this month’s presidential election. Joe Biden, 
who had slammed President Donald Trump’s han-
dling of the crisis, spared no time in announcing a 
COVID-19 taskforce on Monday after being 
declared president-elect. “We’re still facing a very 
dark winter,” Biden said.  

Trump had clashed repeatedly with his own gov-
ernment experts, often refusing to back restrictions or 
even wear a mask in public. After the Pfizer announce-
ment, he claimed - without evidence - that the news 
was delayed until after the election to damage him. 

There was a separate breakthrough when the US 
Food and Drug Administration on Monday granted 

emergency approval to a synthetic antibody treat-
ment developed by the pharma company Eli Lilly. 
Bamlanivimab, which was shown to reduce the risk 
of hospitalization and emergency room visits, is the 
first major drug to be approved that was designed 
specifically for the coronavirus. 

Despite encouraging news on the medical front, 
rising infection and death rates have left many gov-
ernments struggling to cope. In Italy, virus restric-
tions were increased in five of the country’s 20 
regions yesterday. Seven regions are now “orange” 
zones and four more are “red”, meaning that most 
shops, bars and restaurants are shut and residents’ 
movements are restricted. 

Hungary, one of the hardest-hit countries in terms 
of deaths in proportion to the population, has also 
announced new measures to come into force today. 
As a result, students at Hungary’s top arts university 
opposing a reform by Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s 
government said they were ending a blockade of the 
campus that has lasted more than two months. 

Elsewhere on the continent, Albania imposed a 
night-time curfew and Estonian President Kersti 
Kaljulaid went into self-isolation after coming into 
contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19. In 
Greece, the government stopped supermarkets from 
selling “non-essential goods” in order to avoid unfair 
competition against smaller shops that have been 
forced to close, following a similar move in France. 

In the Middle East, Lebanon yesterday 
announced a fresh two-week lockdown despite a 
grinding economic crisis that has already battered 
businesses. “We’ve reached a stage of critical dan-
ger as private and public hospitals don’t have the 
capacity to receive severe cases,” the country’s 
caretaker prime minister, Hassan Diab, said in a tele-
vised address. — AFP 
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mourning for Erekat, the Palestine Liberation 

Organization’s secretary general. HH the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a 
cable of condolences to Abbas, expressing sorrow over 
the death of Erekat. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent simi-
lar cables.  

Erekat, a lung transplant recipient who suffered from 
pulmonary fibrosis, contracted coronavirus and was 
admitted last month to the intensive care unit of Israel’s 
Hadassah Ein Kerem hospital in west Jerusalem. Given his 
prior respiratory conditions, his prognosis for recovery 
had been dim. “Unfortunately, his condition didn’t 
improve and remained critical, and he passed away 
amidst multiple system failure,” the hospital said. His body 
was later transported to Ramallah, in the occupied West 
Bank, where a memorial will be held at Abbas’ presiden-
tial compound today. 

Erekat was born in Jerusalem in 1955, but later lived 
in Jericho. He will be buried there following today’s 
memorial. Erekat grew up in the shadow of Israel’s 
crushing victory over its Arab neighbors in the Six-Day 
War of 1967, and dedicated much of his life to seeking 
a resolution to the conflict. But he was forced to watch 
as the prospects for the two-state solution he longed 
for grew increasingly remote, undermined by Israeli 
settlement expansion, sporadic violence and Palestinian 
divisions. 

To the dismay of Palestinians, Washington under 
US President Donald Trump in 2017 recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. When Israel and the 
United Arab Emirates agreed to normalize ties in 
recent months, Erekat charged this would kill the 
two-state solution, strengthen “extremists” and 

undermine the “possibility of peace”. 
Condolences poured in from Israel, abroad and Gaza, 

led by the Islamist group Hamas which is a rival of 
Erekat’s Fatah movement. Hamas chief Ismail Haniya 
offered “condolences” to his “brothers” in Fatah. Former 
Israeli foreign minister Tzipi Livni, who represented the 
Jewish state in peace talks with the Palestinians and 
established a personal relationship with Erekat, said the 
Palestinian negotiator had “dedicated his life to his peo-
ple”. “Reaching Peace is my destiny, (Erekat) used to 
say,” Livni wrote on Twitter. 

The US State Department in a tweet offered “condo-
lences” and said “our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family during this difficult time”. UN Middle East envoy 
Nickolay Mladenov praised Erekat as someone who 
“never gave up on negotiations”. Egypt, which in 1979 
became the first Arab state to make peace with Israel, 
praised Erekat as “a steadfast fighter... who spent his life 
diligently pursuing the rights of the Palestinian people”. 

Arab-Israeli lawmaker Ayman Odeh, who heads the 
mainly Arab Joint List coalition, said: “Saeb won’t get to 
see his people freed from the occupation. But genera-
tions of Palestinians will remember him as one of the 
giants who dedicated his life for their independence”. EU 
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell described Erekat’s 
death as a setback for the Middle East peace process, 
and praised his effort “to fulfil the legitimate aspirations 
of his people”. 

Erekat took part in the failed Camp David summit in 
July 2000, and the Sept 2010 talks in Washington, which 
stopped in a row over Israel’s settlement building. He was 
also chief negotiator in 2014 when then US President 
Barack Obama tried to restart peace efforts. Israeli anti-
occupation civil society organization Peace Now said 
“as long as people like Erekat reach out their hand to 
peace, it’s our duty to negotiate”. 

A former journalist with the independent daily Al-Quds 
in east Jerusalem, Erekat held a BA and an MA in political 
science from the University of San Francisco. He also held 
a doctorate in peace studies from the University of 
Bradford in England, and taught at An-Najah University in 
the West Bank town of Nablus from 1979 to 1991. Erekat 
is survived by his wife and four children. — Agencies 
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collectively to play their part in combating the 

spread of COVID-19,” publishers Harper Collins 
said. 

Collins registered more than a quarter of a mil-
lion usages of “lockdown” during 2020, against only 
4,000 the previous year. Because of the way the 
pandemic has affected the daily use of language, six 
of Collins’ 10 words of the year in 2020 are related 
to the global health crisis. “Coronavirus”, “social 
distancing”, “self-isolate” and “furlough” as well as 
“lockdown” and “key worker” were included in the 
longer list of 10 words of the year.  

“Key worker” alone has seen a 60-fold increase 
in usage reflecting the importance attributed this 
year to professions considered to be essential to 
society. “2020 has been dominated by the global 
pandemic,” Helen Newstead, a language consultant 
at Collins, said. “Lockdown has affected the way we 

work, study, shop, and socialize. With many coun-
tries entering a second lockdown, it is not a word of 
the year to celebrate but it is, perhaps, one that 
sums up the year for most of the world.”  

Collins defines “lockdown” as “the imposition 
of stringent restrictions on travel, social interac-
tion, and access to public spaces”. According to 
the dictionary, coronavirus is: “Any one of a group 
of RNA-containing viruses that can cause infec-
tious illnesses of the respiratory tract, including 
COVID-19.”  

Significant social and political developments 
beyond the virus have also been reflected in the list, 
which has already made its way into online editions 
of the English dictionary. A wave of Black Lives 
Matter protests, sparked by the death in US police 
custody of unarmed black man George Floyd, 
spread around the world and brought a new aware-
ness of the movement.  

The abbreviation “BLM”, often used as a hashtag 
on social media, was widely used in conversations 
and reporting following the protests, registering an 
increase in usage of 581 percent by Collins. Social 
media regularly throws up new words for the dic-
tionary. — AFP 
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