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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A photo showing a jam-packed parking lot of the Farwaniya Hospital earlier this week. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
China praises
‘fruitful outcomes’
of ties with GCC
KUWAIT: China commended its long-
standing “solidarity and cooperation” with
Gulf Arab states, saying this has achieved
“fruitful outcomes,” particularly on trade
and energy. “China has long maintained
friendly relations with the GCC and its
members,” Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Wang Wenbin told a press conference on
the sidelines of the China-GCC ministerial
meeting on Monday. “We understand and
support each other on matters concerning
each other’s core interests and major con-
cerns and have achieved fruitful outcomes
in energy, economic, trade, people-to-
people and cultural cooperation.” The
talks, held via videoconference, were
chaired by the UAE in the attendance of
China, GCC member states and the
regional bloc’s Secretary General. “In the
face of the COVID-19 outbreak, we stood
together with mutual assistance and con-
ducted effective cooperation, writing a
new chapter of friendship with solidarity
and cooperat ion,”  said Wenbin. “We
bel ieve this  meet ing wi l l  br ing new
progress to China-GCC relations,” added
the Chinese official. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait registered 903 new coronavirus
(COVID-19) infections in the past 24 hours, raising
the total to 133,381, the Ministry of Health
announced yesterday. Deaths reached 821 with the
addition of five fatalities, it added. The ministry had
announced earlier that 842 patients have recovered
within the same period, raising total recoveries to
124,156. Official spokesperson of the Ministry of
Health Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said that there were
115 patients receiving treatment at intensive care
units, while those still receiving treatment amounted
to 8,404. Health workers conducted 7,847 swab
tests in the past 24 hours, raising the whole count to
979,336. Minister of Health Dr Sheikh Basel Al-
Sabah had briefed the Cabinet during its weekly
meeting Monday on the latest developments con-
cerning the novel coronavirus in Kuwait.

China-GCC conference
In other news, China has affirmed its continuing

support for the GCC states to safeguard their securi-

ty and stability and “rebuild” their economies post
the coronavirus crisis. Cooperation in the vaccines’
sector has become one of the most eminent coopera-
tion realms between China and the GCC countries,
said Foreign Minister Wang Yi. Minister Wang was
addressing the 10 China-GCC ministerial conference,
held virtually. First clinical tests of the third stage trial
of the vaccines, conducted by China with the UAE
and Bahrain, “are proceeding steadily and effective-
ly” by administering them on 44,000 people, Wang
revealed in his remarks, broadcast by the Chinese
news agency (Xinhua). China desires to respond
effectively to the needs of the GCC countries for
vaccinations, he said. He called on the GCC countries,
in the post-COVID stage, to resume negotiations
with Beijing on the free trade zone, boost coopera-
tion for the silk belt road ventures as well as enhance
popular interactions. The State of Kuwait delegation
at the meeting was headed by Foreign Minister and
Acting Minister of Information Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Kuwait reports 903 new
COVID cases, five deaths

China vaccine trial with UAE, Bahrain administered on 44,000 people

BEIRUT: The winter clothing
campaign, funded by the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) and dona-
tions from Kuwait’s people to the
Syrian refugees families in various
Lebanese regions, was launched
yesterday for two months. The
Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) began distributing blan-
kets and winter clothing in north-
ern Lebanon to hundreds of Syrian
refugee families, which will contin-
ue for the next two months, Head
of the Red Crescent Mission to
Lebanon Dr Musaed Al-Enzi said.

Additionally, KRCS will contin-
ue, in cooperation with the
Lebanese Red Cross (LRC) and
the Kuwaiti Embassy in Lebanon,
to distribute food, aid, cleaning
materials and bread, he pointed

out. Enzi considered that the distri-
bution of clothing at the start of
the winter season contributes to
helping refugee families in harsh
climatic conditions that many
Lebanese regions are witnessing,
especially as economic and living
conditions worsened from the
spread of COVID-19.

Also, KRCS distributed medi-

cines to Syrian refugees at LRC
centers in various Lebanese
regions, funded by KFAED, he
mentioned. With Al-Enzi, KRCS’
delegation included Adnan Haider,
Abdullah Al-Mutairi and Yousef
Al-Enzi.  KRCS has been providing
aid to Syrian refugees in various
Lebanese regions throughout the
year since the start of the 2011
Syrian crisis, distributing humani-
tarian aid through its permanent
projects such as the loaf of bread
project, water distribution and kid-
ney dialysis. — KUNA

KRCS honors AAW
Chairman for support
to local community  
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer awarded Ali
Abdulwahab Al-Mutawa Commercial Company
(AAW) Chairman and CEO Faisal Ali Al-Mutawa
with a trophy of recognition for his leading role in
supporting the local community, especially during
the spread of COVID-19 pandemic in Kuwait. 

Dr Sayer visited AAW’s headquarters recently
to award Faisal Al-Mutawa with a trophy in
appreciation for his continuous support to the
local community in Kuwait. Mutawa made sever-
al generous contributions to support KRCS’
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. The event
was attended by KRCS General Secretary Maha
Al-Barjas, KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-

Hasawi, AAW First Deputy CEO Khaled Al-
Mutawa, and AAW Deputy CEO Ali Al-Mutawa. 

Chairman and CEO of AAW, Faisal Ali Al-
Mutawa thanked KRCS for the integral role it
plays in activities and projects both inside and
outside Kuwait and said: “We, at AAW, will con-
tinue our unwavering support to our local initia-
tives and charity organizations that are at the
frontlines during this difficult time of the pan-
demic. We would like to extend our sincerest
gratitude to KRCS for this initiative that brings
together institutions and individuals to support
our local community during this precarious peri-
od in history.”

Since the beginning of the crisis and as part
of AAW’s on-going commitment to corporate
social responsibility, the company has waived all
commercial tenant rent due for two months, sup-
ported residential tenants who were terminated
or did not receive their salaries, and donated $1.2
million worth of medicine to support Kuwait’s
health-focused charities.

Kuwait distributes winter
clothes to Syrian refugees


