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NEW YORK: The first female vice president, and a
symbol of American diversity-Kamala Harris has electri-
fied many women and minority voters on the US left,
who view her as the future more than Joe Biden. As cel-
ebrations rolled on in major cities, excitement for some
has shifted from Biden’s election victory to his running
mate. “She’s a wonderful role model for young girls,”
said Theodora Egbuchulam, a New York attorney. The
55-year-old Black woman had gone to Times Square to
celebrate the news.

“Kamala represents the future, and it makes me so
proud that after everything that was done and said, we
have an African-American woman in the White House,”
Egbuchulam said. “It tells young girls and boys that
America looks more like us than just a typical white
male.” At 56, Harris brings new energy to the future
administration of Biden, who at 77 is the oldest elected
president. But her victory is even sweeter for the
women who watched four years ago as Hillary Clinton
suffered a shocking defeat to Donald Trump.

“We never had a woman in power like this. It’s amaz-
ing,” said Devi Kowlessar, a New York real estate agent
who is Indian-American, like Harris. “Hopefully she’ll
reunite Americans, and she’ll make these past four years
disappear,” Kowlessar added, referring to Trump’s time
in office. “We want her to unite people, to bring love.”

From fiction to reality 
“‘Madame Vice President’ is no longer a fictional

character,” tweeted actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus, who
played the role in the acclaimed comedy series “Veep.”
For her victory speech on Saturday night, Harris wore a
white suit in tribute to the suffragettes who fought 100

years ago to win American women the right to vote. The
California native invoked the memory of her Indian
mother, who died of cancer in 2009, and hailed “the
generations of women, Black women, Asian, white,
Latina, Native American women who throughout our
nation’s history have paved the way for this moment
tonight.”

“I still can’t believe it, that we’ll have somebody in the
White House that looks like me,” said Robin Brown, the
head of a New York NGO that helps pro-choice

Democratic female candidates get elected. But Harris
was a polarizing figure on the campaign trail: branded a
“monster” by Trump, many voices on the left also criti-
cized Biden’s vice presidential pick. Some people, such
as the former spokeswoman for Senator Bernie
Sanders’s campaign, Briahna Joy Gray, saw Harris as a
“cop”-guilty, according to them, of having made
oppressive political choices when she was district attor-
ney of San Francisco (2004-2011) that hit minority com-
munities particularly hard.—AFP

‘Kamala represents the future’: 
US women, minorities celebrate 

First female vice president - a symbol of American diversity

WILMINGTON: Vice President-elect Kamala Harris arrives to deliver remarks on Nov 7, 2020 after she
and Joe Biden were declared winners of the presidential election. — AFP 

News in brief
Donated heart survives crash 

LOS ANGELES: Talk about a brave heart - a donat-
ed heart was alive and pumping Monday after surviv-
ing the crash of the helicopter transporting the organ
to a California hospital and then falling out of the
hands of a medical worker who retrieved it. Footage
of the incident on Friday showed the aircraft lying on
its side on the roof of the University of Southern
California’s Keck Hospital in east Los Angeles. The
aircraft had flown from a hospital in southern
California with the donor heart for a transplant and
crashed for unknown reasons on the USC hospital
helipad. Video footage showed fire crews retrieving
the organ and handing it over to a medical worker in
hospital scrubs. — AFP 

Facebook pulls ‘Bannon pages’ 

SAN FRANCISCO: Following the lead of Twitter and
YouTube, Facebook on Monday removed several
pages linked to former Donald Trump adviser Steve
Bannon, whose content pushed unsubstantiated claims
of election fraud. According to the human rights group
Avaaz, the social media giant took down seven pages
directly linked to Bannon that had 2.45 million follow-
ers and that the group flagged to Facebook content
monitors on Friday. “Our team had identified some of
these pages earlier this year for repeatedly sharing
misinformation on false ‘voter fraud’ claims potentially
reaching 10 million views in the last week alone,” an
Avaaz spokesman said. — AFP 

Trio on trial over attacks

SAN FERNANDO DE HENARES: The trial opened
yesterday of three men accused of helping the jihadists
behind the 2017 attacks in Barcelona and a nearby
town that killed 16 people.  Held under tight security,
the trial began shortly after 0900 GMT at a branch of
Spain’s National Court in San Fernando de Henares
near Madrid. A total of 235 witnesses will be called
during the trial which is expected to run until
December 16. The Islamic State group claimed respon-
sibility for the double attack which also wounded 140
people on August 17 and 18 in Barcelona and Cambrils,
a resort 100 kilometers to the south. While none have
been charged with direct responsibility for the blood-
shed, the trio are in the dock for helping the attackers,
one of whom rammed a van into pedestrians on
Barcelona’s Las Ramblas boulevard, killing 14, among
them two children aged three and seven. — AFP 

End of Ethiopia conflict? 

ADDIS ABABA: The end of military operations in
Ethiopia’s northern region of Tigray is “coming within
reach”, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said yesterday, as
the African Union called for an immediate halt to the
fighting. The prime minister sent troops and air force
jets into Tigray last week in a campaign against the
regional ruling party, which has been at odds with
Abiy’s government for months. Abiy, last year’s Nobel
Peace laureate, said the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) had attacked two federal military bases,
something the regional party has denied. Tigray has
been under a communications blackout ever since,
making it difficult to weigh competing claims about
casualties and who holds what territory. — AFP 

Mali ex-president Toure dies 

BAMAKO: Mali’s former president, Amadou Toumani
Toure, who steered the Sahel nation to democracy and
led it for a decade before being ousted in a coup, has
died in Turkey aged 72, a family member and a doctor
said yesterday. Toure “died during the night of
Monday to Tuesday in Turkey,” where he had been
taken for health reasons, his nephew Oumar Toure
said. A doctor in Bamako said the former leader had
recently undergone heart surgery in the city’s
Luxembourg Hospital, which he had helped to found.
Although “everything seemed to be going well”, Toure
was later transferred to Turkey for medical reasons,
the doctor said. “He took a regular flight to Turkey
very recently. Unfortunately, he died overnight,” the
source said. Toure, a former soldier, first took charge
of the country for a year in 1991, helping to overthrow
the unpopular regime of Moussa Traore, who had
been in power since 1968.— AFP 

Falkland cleared of mines 

LONDON: The Falkland Islands have been cleared
of landmines, 38 years after the end of the conflict
between Britain and Argentina, the UK government
announced yesterday. Thousands of landmines were
laid during the 1982 war for control of the remote
archipelago in the South Atlantic Ocean, and warn-
ing signs and fences have been a feature ever since.
But the government said the islands - in British
hands since 1833 - were now “finally free” of the
ordnance after a demining program finished three
years ahead of schedule. The UK-funded program
was launched in 2009 and carried out by a team of
mostly Zimbabwean deminers. Residents will cele-
brate by playing cricket and football on a beach pre-
viously left inaccessible by the lethal unexploded
ordnance. — AFP 

Why can’t Trump 
accept his defeat?
WASHINGTON: With his defeat in the US presi-
dential election, Donald Trump finds himself fighting
against being tagged with a label he frequently
applies to rivals but which runs completely counter
to his own brand: “loser.” The Republican is pursu-
ing legal action in several battleground states,
though his lawyers have so far failed to substantiate
claims of fraud and observers see the possibility of
the courts overturning the result of the vote as van-
ishingly small.

Yet according to scholars and mental health pro-
fessionals, the same authoritarian qualities that
defined Trump’s rise to power and his presidency
make it almost impossible for him to digest a grace-
ful concession to Democratic President-elect Joe
Biden. This, they warn, could make the post-election,
pre-inauguration period a particularly unstable time
for the country.

Ruth Ben-Ghiat, a professor of history at New York
University, told AFP that Trump had tried to establish
an “authoritarian model of the presidency” based on
“arrogance, brutality, and the idea that he must be
defended from his enemies.” “It’s easier to claim the
whole election was a fraud than admit that his policies
turned his people against him in numbers sufficient to
ensure his defeat” added the author of the forthcoming
book: “Strongmen: Mussolini to the Present.”

Having claimed victimhood at the hands of ignoble
forces that coalesced against him, “we can expect him
to continue in this vein and delay the public humiliation
of a concession speech,” she said. “We should be
watchful of what he might do over the next months in a
vindictive spirit,” she argued. That conclusion was
shared by John Gartner, a Baltimore-based psycholo-
gist who is among a growing number of mental health
professionals who have publicly warned that Trump is
a “malignant narcissist.”—AFP

Suicides rise in 
Malawi as virus 
compound misery
LILONGWE: Loud sobs echoed through a suburb of
Malawi’s capital Lilongwe in the middle of the night,
jolting resident Paul Kaonga from his sleep. The cries
came from a nearby house. Kaonga hastily pulled on
some clothes and rushed over. Distraught family mem-
bers informed him that Kondwani Botha, a neighbor,
had killed himself. The 31-year-old father had strug-
gled to keep his construction business afloat when
coronavirus hit and he sunk into debt. “He was really
knee-deep in financial trouble,” Kaonga told AFP after
the funeral.  

It was the third suicide Kaonga had heard of in his
neighborhood in the space of two weeks. A few days
later, another man who was also struggling financially
took his own life. Kaonga, who works as a pastor,
blamed economic hardship brought on the pandemic.
“People have resorted to lending money from loan
sharks just so that they can get by (and) pay their
workers,” Kaonga explained. “Before you know it, you
owe so much that you cannot pay back.”

Dwindling incomes
Malawi was already one of the world’s poorest

countries when the pandemic arrived, further dampen-
ing the economy. Around half of Malawi’s 18.6 million
inhabitants live below the poverty line, and an addi-
tional 1.1 million fell into that category this year,
according to the International Food Policy Research
Institute. Most people in the landlocked southern
African country rely on day-to-day street trade and
odd jobs stifled by movement restrictions.

Coronavirus hindered “the normal ways of busi-
ness” in Malawi, said economist Betchani Tchereni,
estimating that around 2.7 million people lost income
this year. Police spokesman Peter Kalaya suspects sui-

cides have increased as a result. Deaths by suicide
recorded between January and August 2020 were
more than 50 percent higher than over the same peri-
od last year, Kalaya said. The most common reasons
were family disputes, chronic illness and inability to
pay back debt. “We are greatly troubled,” Kalaya said.
“We have taken a proactive approach by raising
awareness on how citizens can deal with stress,” he
said, adding that staff had been trained to respond to
depressive behavior.

Coronavirus anxiety 
Mental health experts have also raised alarm bells

over higher suicide risks. Psychologist Beatrice
Chiphwanya, who runs a private practice in the city of
Blantyre, said she has helped an unusually high number
of clients overcome suicidal thoughts this year. “People
are dealing with a lot of anxiety (and) uncertainty con-
cerning education, health, finances,” Chiphwanya
explained. “It is sad that therapy is not a service that
has been fully normalised in this country,” she added.
“It is not affordable, hence a lot of Malawians are still
going through with the act of suicide.”

Most public facilities in Malawi are too short-
staffed and underfunded to provide adequate mental
healthcare, particularly during a global health crisis. To
date the country has recorded more than 5,950 coron-
avirus cases, including 185 deaths. Health ministry offi-
cial Immaculate Chamangwana said psychiatric practi-
tioners in public hospitals were often asked to help out
in overwhelmed maternity and paediatric wards even
before the pandemic.

“These people are not only concentrating on mental
health,” Chamangwana told AFP, adding that all hospi-
tal workers were given basic mental healthcare training
to compensate.  Malawian expert Gerald Namwaza, a
researcher for the UK-based MentalCare charity, said
coronavirus had aggravated the suffering of patients
who already faced discrimination and stigma. “In
Malawi... people with mental health issues are often-
times ridiculed and side-lined,” Namwaza said. “They
are vulnerable and at high risk of committing suicide
when sent in isolation due to coronavirus,” he added.
“It becomes a double jeopardy for them.” — AFP 

US Attorney General 
authorizes probes into 
vote fraud claims
WASHINGTON: US Attorney General William Barr
gave federal prosecutors blanket authorization
Monday to open investigations into voting irregulari-
ties, as President Donald Trump repeated unfounded
claims he lost the presidential election due to fraud.
Barr, long a close defender of Trump, stressed that his
letter to US attorneys around the country was not an
indication that the Justice Department had evidence
yet of genuine cases of fraud in the election won by
Democratic challenger Joe Biden.

But he unleashed the prosecutors from former
restrictions on such probes, just as Republicans lev-
eled claims of illegal voting and vote counting in sever-
al states, claims that still await solid evidence. “Given
that voting in our current elections has now concluded,
I authorize you to pursue substantial allegations of
voting and vote tabulation irregularities prior to the
certification of elections in your jurisdictions in certain
cases,” Barr said in the letter.

“Such inquiries and reviews may be conducted if
there are clear and apparently-credible allegations of
irregularities that, if true, could potentially impact the
outcome of a federal election in an individual state.”
Voting fraud investigations are normally the purview
of individual states, which establish and police their
own election rules. Justice Department policy has been
to hold back any federal involvement until vote tallies
are certified, recounts completed and races concluded.

But Barr told the attorneys that “practice has never
been a hard and fast rule,” and stressed that, if they
see anything that could reverse the results of last
Tuesday’s election, they should pursue it. “While seri-
ous allegations should be handled with great care,
specious, speculative, fanciful or far-fetched claims
should not be a basis for initiating federal inquiries,” he
wrote. US media reported that the head of the Justice

Department’s Election Crimes Branch, which oversees
investigations into voter fraud, resigned following
Barr’s order.

The branch director, Richard Pilger, reportedly
handed in his resignation within hours of Barr’s author-
ization. In an email to colleagues about Barr’s order,
Pilger said, “Having familiarized myself with the new
policy and its ramifications... I must regretfully resign
from my role,” The New York Times reported. Barr’s
order came as Trump battles to reverse Biden’s narrow
wins in several key states - Pennsylvania, Nevada,
Georgia and Arizona  - that gave Barack Obama’s for-
mer vice president enough electoral votes to win the
overall presidential election.

The Trump campaign and the Republican party
have filed or threatened lawsuits in several of the
states, hoping to change the outcome with ballot dis-
qualifications and recounts. But so far, their actions
have gone nowhere, and state officials have challenged
them to provide proof of allegations. Trump had
reportedly pressured Barr to get involved on his behalf
even weeks before the election. But the attorney gen-
eral had disappeared from public view for several
weeks, until Monday when he was seen meeting with
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.— AFP 

‘Unfair surveillance’? 
Online exam software 
sparks global revolt
NEW YORK: When US law student Areeb Khan tried
to sign into the online portal to take his practice bar
exam, he was met with a strange message: “Due to poor
lighting we are unable to identify your face.” Additional
lighting did not solve the issue. The 27-year-old even
tried to sign in from the brightest room in his New York
apartment - the bathroom. Khan began to suspect that
it was his dark skin tone that rattled Examplify, a test
proctoring platform adopted by New York state’s law
exams board during the COVID-19 pandemic. It took
days of back and forth with customer service before he
could sign in. “There are so many systematic barriers
preventing people like me from obtaining these degrees
- and this is just another example of that,” he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

As COVID-19 restrictions force students to take
remote exams, universities around the world are relying
on proctoring software like Examplify. But many stu-
dents are wary of the technology, including mass data
collection and bias in facial recognition. “Students are
already under tremendous pressure because of the
global pandemic,” said Hye Jung Han, a researcher at
advocacy group Human Rights Watch who specializes
in technology and education.

“And now we have this invasive and unfair surveil-
lance pushing the envelope, invading their private lives.”
Industry leaders maintain their platforms are a critical
part of the infrastructure that allows students to contin-
ue learning. “We believe that many lives have been posi-
tively impacted by being able to continue their educa-
tion and careers,” said Nici Sandberg, spokeswoman for
ExamSoft, which makes the Examplify platform.
“ExamSoft maintains a non-biased identification and
exam delivery process to ensure that individuals of col-
or are not disproportionately affected.”—Reuters

In this file photo taken on Sept 1, 2020, US President
Donald Trump and US Attorney General William Barr step
off Air Force One upon arrival at Andrews Air Force Base
in Maryland. — AFP 


