
LONDON: The Vietnamese Grand Prix was
absent from a draft 2021 calendar published by
Formula One yesterday that featured a record 23
rounds, with a debut in Saudi Arabia and Brazil
returning despite fears for that race’s future.
Vietnam was due to host a street race in Hanoi for
the first time last April, but that was cancelled due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The absence of the grand prix on next year’s
calendar has been attributed to local issues,
although Formula One did not give a reason or
mention Vietnam in a statement setting out the
planned season. The BBC reported the decision
not to host the race followed the arrest in August
of Hanoi People’s Committee chairman Nguyen
Duc Chung. The April 25 slot was left vacant, with
various circuits in the frame. Formula One has nev-
er before had more than 21 races in a season.

The sport said it expected fans to be back at
races after a 17-round 2020 season conducted
either behind closed doors or with very limited
attendances and mainly in Europe due to the new
coronavirus. “We are planning for 2021 events with
fans that provide an experience close to normal
and expect our agreements to be honored,” said

chairman and outgoing chief executive Chase
Carey. “We have proven that we can safely travel
and operate our races, and our promoters increas-
ingly recognize the need to move forward and
manage the virus.

“We are delighted to see Saudi Arabia become
part of the schedule and are equally excited to
return to the venues we hoped to race at in
2020.” The season will start with the Australian
Grand Prix in Melbourne on March 21, with
Bahrain following a weekend later. It will end in
Abu Dhabi on Dec 5. Saudi Arabia, with a Nov. 28
night race along the Red Sea corniche in Jeddah,
will become the 33rd country to host a Formula
One race. Brazil’s race at Sao Paulo’s Interlagos
circuit on Nov. 14 was subject to a new contract
being agreed, as was Spain’s round in Barcelona
on May 9.

Formula One had planned to move to a new cir-
cuit in Rio but that has proved controversial for
environmental reasons and work has yet to start.
The Dutch Grand Prix, at Zandvoort, returns for
the first time since 1985 with a race on Sept. 5 and
immediately after the Aug. 29 Belgian Grand Prix
at Spa-Francorchamps. It forms part of a triple

header with Italy on Sept. 12. Russia, Singapore
and Japan will also form a first long-haul triple
header on Sept. 26, Oct. 3 and Oct. 10. McLaren

boss Zak Brown said the planned 23 races repre-
sented “extremely positive news” for the sport’s
teams and partners after a tough 2020. — Reuters
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Ski industry faces 
steep slope with 
COVID, warming 

PARIS: The Alps have long made Europe
the world’s top skiing destination but the
industry finds itself having to duck and
weave through the daunting obstacles of
the coronavirus pandemic and climate
change. The European ski industry gener-
ates 34 billion euros in revenue, half the
world’s total, according to Laurent Vanat,
a Swiss expert who has for the past
decade written an annual report that is the
reference resource on the industry.

The Alps 
The soaring mountain range which

stretches from France, along Italy,
Switzerland, Germany, Liechtenstein,
Austria and into Slovenia helps make
Europe the leader in the ski industry. The
Alps alone hold “more than a third of the
ski areas” of the whole world, says Vanat,
and attract 43 percent of the world’s
skiers, more than double the 21 percent of
the United States. The European leaders
are France and Austria which each boast
more than 10 ski areas that attract more
than a million visitors each per year,
according to Vanat.

Big areas dominate 
The industry is heavily concentrated in

big ski areas. Resorts which receive more

than 100,000 skiers per year represent
“only 20 percent of ski areas but they
account for 80 percent of skiers,” said the
Swiss expert. Skiing is the most popular
recreation in Liechtenstein, Switzerland
and Austria, where more than 30 percent
of the population strap on skis. But by
absolute numbers, it is the Germans.

Ski season 
Skiing is a seasonal sport as few areas

are high enough to boast summer snow,
and few resorts have found the holy grail
of year-round activities. That makes the
industry heavily reliant on seasonal labour,
both for the slopes themselves and for the
other businesses such as hotels and

restaurants. The trade association for
French ski areas, Domaines Skiables de
France, estimates that more than 120,000
jobs in the country are dependent upon
the slopes opening.

Heavy lockdown bill 
The ski industry has not escaped the

coronavirus pandemic-an Austrian resort
was an early superspreader site-and
restrictions meant to slow its spread. Vanat
estimates that lockdowns that shut nearly
all ski stations in mid-March resulted a
drop of about 20 percent in terms of visi-
tors on average. That meant between 1.5
and 2.0 billion euros in missed revenue for
France and Austria. — AFP 

ADELBODEN: In this file photo, France’s Clement Noel clears a gate during the first run of the
Men’s slalom race at the FIS Alpine Skiing World Cup in Adelboden. Clement Noel has to wait until
the end of December to compete in his favorite discipline again, more than two months after
resuming alpine skiing in Solden (Austria). —AFP 

F1 drops Vietnam from record 
23-race 2021; Saudi to debut 

Three triple headers, including long-haul stretch 

ISTANBUL: Scuderia AlphaTauri Honda French Formula One driver Pierre Gasly drives his car crossing the Galata
Bridge during a Formula One promotional movie shooting in Istanbul, Turkey, yesterday. The Formula One Grand
Prix of Turkey will take place on 15 November, 2020 at Intercity Istanbul Park. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Salwa’s Hessa Al-Essa (left) competes for the ball with Al-Qadeseyya’s Shorouq Salem, during the 3rd women’s futsal league, at the Kuwait Sports Club in Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Finland coach
remains focused
on Euro 2020
dream despite wait

HELSINKI: The postponement of
Euro 2020 put Finland’s major tourna-
ment debut on ice but, when the finals
do come around, the Nordic nation
have their sights set on emulating the
remarkable recent achievements of
Iceland. One of the enduring memo-
ries of the last European
Championship in France in 2016 is that
of Iceland - roared on by a huge sup-
port and their “Viking Thunder Clap”
- knocking out England on their way
to the quarter-finals.

Iceland reached the last World Cup
too, and still hope to go to the next
Euro along with Finland, who will be
there when it finally goes ahead a year
behind schedule. “In a way it’s already
a dream for us to play in the finals, but
we are not going there just to partici-
pate, we want to achieve something
more,” Finland coach Markku
Kanerva told AFP in an interview
ahead of his team’s latest get-together
and a friendly against world champi-
ons France on Wednesday in Paris.

“It’s the same with Sweden in the
World Cup, they did very well,” said
Kanerva, with a nod to Finland’s
neighbors who reached the quarter-

finals in Russia in 2018. “I believe they
are examples for us because they are
from the Nordic countries as well and
there are some strengths in all our
Nordic countries, mentally and, as I
mentioned, we are organized teams
and we can also learn what have been
the key factors behind their success.”

In a nation of 5.5 million people
where football plays a distant second
fiddle to ice hockey, Finland had never
really come close to reaching a major
tournament before, even in the days of
the great Jari Litmanen, a Champions
League winner with Ajax in 1995. But
Kanerva was appointed in 2016 and
led them to Euro 2020 as they finished
second in qualifying behind Italy. “We
weren’t the favorites in our group
because Italy was the favorite, then
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Greece
as well, they were the main candidates
to qualify. And we managed to sur-
prise them,” said Kanerva, whose side
are 55th in the FIFA rankings.

He was grateful for the goals of
Norwich City striker Teemu Pukki, a
“huge figure in Finnish football”
according to Kanerva, and who con-
tributed 10 in the qualifying cam-
paign as the team did their bit to
raise the sport’s profile at home.
“People are talking more about foot-
ball and congratulate us, me and all
the players as well, and there are
many people who said, ‘I never
believed the Finnish national team
could qualify for a major international
tournament,’ and they’re very proud
of that, and we are as well. — AFP 


