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Amiri envoy offers condolences 
on late Bahraini prime minister

Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain mourns late official 

MANAMA: Envoy of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah conveys condolences to the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of Bahrain Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa. — KUNA

MANAMA: Envoy of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah conveyed yesterday his condolences to 
the Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Bahrain 

Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa on the passing of the 
late Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa.  

Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain Sheikh Thamer 
Al-Sabah on Friday mourned the passing of the 
Gulf state’s Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin 

Salman Al Khalifa. Speaking to reporters, the 
Kuwaiti envoy extended his deepest condolences 
to the Bahraini people over this immense loss, say-
ing the late official, who was the world’s longest-
serving prime minister, has always been fond of 

Kuwait. The late Bahraini prime minister’s legacy 
and accomplishments “will forever live in our 
hearts,” added the diplomat. Prince Khalifa passed 
away early on Wednesday at Mayo Clinic hospital 
in the United States. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Health Sheikh Dr 
Basel Al-Sabah said Friday His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Prize for 
Research in Health Care for the Elderly and in 
Health Promotion aims to encourage scientific 
research and innovation. “The prize, named after His 
Highness the late Amir of Kuwait, materializes the 
noble commitment to ensuring a better and healthy 
life for the elderly people; it is a token of our appre-
ciation of their contributions and dedication along 
their lifetime,” he said. The minister made the com-
ments in an address to the ceremony held via 
videoconference by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to deliver the 2020 prize to Prof Gunhild 

Waldemar of Denmark. Appreciating the achieve-
ments made by the Danish laureate, Dr Sheikh Basel 
said, “Prof Waldemar was able to make outstanding 
contribution to research into the health problems of 
the elderly.” 

“She devised a new technique for early diagnos-
ing and treating Alzheimer,” he said, wishing Prof 
Waldemar more success. Sheikh Dr Basel paid 
homage to the sponsor of the prize, His Highness 
the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, saying this initiative signals the strength of 
the relationship between the State of Kuwait and 
the WHO, which dates from the country’s joining of 
organization in May 1960. He also thanked the 
WHO leadership under Director-General Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus for their efforts to select the 
successful candidates for the prize. During World 
Health Assembly, held in May 2019, the WHO 
Executive Board named Prof Waldemar as winner of 
the $20,000-worth prize, based on recommenda-
tions of the selection panels and in collaboration 
with the foundation of the prize. — KUNA

Kuwait hails 
winner of Sheikh 
Sabah prize

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah attends the videoconference. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations 
said the Group of 77 and China are mak-
ing great efforts to find suitable solutions 
to the challenges in the quest for sustain-
able development while taking stock of 
the evolving changes worldwide. The 
ministerial meeting of the Group of 77 
and China takes place at a critical time 
when the world is battling against the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 

Bader Abdullah Al-Munayekh said in an 
address on behalf of Kuwait to the virtual 
meeting on Friday. 

The battle against the pandemic 
added strains on the countries of the 
world, particularly the Group of 77 and 
China, in their efforts to curb the negative 
impacts of the climate change and other 
disasters, he pointed out. “These chal-
lenges made international cooperation 
and solidarity more significant than ever 
and highlight the need of finding innova-

tive partnerships in the areas of develop-
ment and financing to address the current 
and future shocks,” Munayekh stressed. 

“The ongoing dialogue is a step in the 
right direction and expresses the extent 
of our realization and understanding of 
the new changes, and their causes and 
impacts, as well as how to address them 
effectively. These changes brought about 
both challenges and opportunities,” he 
noted. The Kuwaiti representative under-
scored the need to change the approach 
to achieving sustainable development 
and tackling climate change in a way that 
could address the shortcomings revealed 
recently amid the COVID-19 outbreak. 
He called on development partners to 
honor aid pledges and the commitments 
they made in binding treaties, notably 
those related to climate and biodiversity. 

“Only a few states met their aid 
pledges,” he regretted, noting that this 
assistance is crucial for achieving equi-
table economic recovery and realizing 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). “The State of Kuwait has always 
been one of the biggest supporters of the 
joint action against poverty that spear-
headed the relief efforts aiming to allevi-
ate debts and mitigate the impacts of cli-
mate change and natural and man-made 
disasters,” he said, citing Kuwait’s role in 
providing assistance to the conflict-hit 
countries. Realizing the unprecedented 
impacts of COVID-19 on poor communi-
ties, the State of Kuwait provided nearly 
$290 million to the efforts meant to tack-
le the various dimensions of the pandem-
ic, Al-Munayekh went on. 

The Kuwaiti funding went to various 

aid initiatives and mechanisms in coun-
tries hard-hit by the pandemic and UN 
agencies such as the World Health 
Organization, as well as the COVAX 
Facility effort to develop an anti-COVID-
19 vaccine, he revealed. Commending the 
role played by the Group of 77 over the 
last 56 years in creating a joint negotiat-
ing capacity under the UN umbrella, 
Munayekh highlighted the significance of 
continuing this role and strengthening the 
south-south cooperation. He called for 
greater collaboration with the advanced 
countries with a view to better utilizing 
the available chances in high-tech and 
scientific advancement and empowering 
the countries of the south to overcome 
the challenges on the way to SDGs 
through the perspective of collective 
responsibility.  — KUNA
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 

expressed “grave concern regarding the conse-
quences of the latest developments” that erupted 
despite UN efforts to avoid an escalation. Algeria, 
which backs the Polisario, and Mauritania have 
called for restraint and respect of the 1991 ceasefire. 

They were echoed by the African Union, France, 
Russia and Spain. 

Western Sahara, a vast swathe of desert on Africa’s 
Atlantic coast, is a disputed former Spanish colony. 
Rabat controls 80 percent of the territory, including 
its phosphate deposits and its lucrative ocean fish-
eries. Morocco, which maintains that Western Sahara 
is an integral part of the kingdom, has offered autono-
my for the territory but insists it will retain sovereign-
ty. The Polisario demands a referendum on self-deter-
mination as set out in the 1991 ceasefire. The vote has 
been repeatedly postponed due to disputes between 
Rabat and the Polisario over voter rolls and the ques-
tion to be asked.  —  Agencies

Clashes in Western 
Sahara despite...
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shot five times at them with a pistol fitted with a 

silencer, it said. 
Iran’s state news IRNA and Mehr news agency at 

the time reported a similar incident and identified 
the victims as Habib Dawoud, a 58-year-old 
Lebanese history teacher, and his daughter Maryam, 
27, without giving further details. They said the 
“individual on the motorbike shot from the sidewalk 
and fled” the scene and that police investigations 
were ongoing. There have since been no updates. 

US federal authorities have offered a $10-million 
reward for information leading to Abdullah’s capture. 
He was the “most experienced and capable opera-
tional planner not in US or allied custody”, accord-
ing to a highly classified document provided by the 

US National Counterterrorism Center in 2008, the 
Times said. The bombings of the US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 left 224 people dead 
and more than 5,000 injured. Abdullah was indicted 
by a US federal grand jury later that year for his role. 

Washington accused Iran of harboring Al-Qaeda 
members and allowing them to pass through its ter-
ritory in 2016, an accusation denied by Tehran offi-
cials at the time. Tehran, which has been subject to 
several attacks by extremists, considers Al-Qaeda a 
“terrorist group” and has taken part in the fight 
against it, mainly in Syria and Iraq. 

“Even though America has not shied away from 
making any false accusation against Iran in the past, 
this approach has become routine in the current US 
administration,” Khatibzadeh said. He accused 
President Donald Trump’s administration of pursuing 
an “Iranophobic” agenda as part of its “all-out eco-
nomic, intelligence and psychological” war against 
Tehran. “The media should not be a loudspeaker for 
the publication of the White House’s purposeful lies 
against Iran,” he said. — Agencies 

Israelis killed  
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Continued from Page 1 
 
with brightly colored hieroglyphic pictorials. 

Saqqara, home to more than a dozen pyramids, ancient 
monasteries, and animals burial sites, is a vast necrop-
olis of the ancient Egyptian capital of Memphis, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. “Saqqara has yet to 
reveal all of its contents. It is a treasure,” Antiquities 
and Tourism Minister Khaled Al-Anani said at the 
unveiling ceremony. “Excavations are still underway. 
Whenever we empty a burial shaft of sarcophagi, we 
find an entrance to another.”   

The latest find came just over a month after archae-
ologists in the area found 59 other well-preserved and 
sealed wooden coffins, also dating back more than 
2,500 years ago. More than 40 statues of ancient 
deities and funerary masks were also discovered, the 
minister said. Another two wooden statues were found 
in the tomb belonging to an ancient judge of the 6th 
dynasty, according to Mostafa Waziri, secretary gener-

al of Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities. 
It was not immediately clear if the statues depicted 

any of the judge’s family members but one statue is 
believed to depict an individual, by the name Heteb Ka, 
who was “venerated by the king”, Waziri said. “The 
beauty of the statue ... is seen in the intricacy of its 
eyebrows, moustache, and eyelashes. It is absolutely 
beautiful and wonderful,” he added. 

The sarcophagi will be distributed among several 
museums in Egypt including the yet-to-opened Grand 
Egyptian Museum (GEM) at the Giza plateau. Situated 
near the famed Giza pyramids, GEM is planned to be 
inaugurated in 2021 after multiple delays. Anani attrib-
uted the flurry of discoveries in Saqqara to extensive 
excavation works in recent years. Another discovery in 
the vast Saqqara necropolis is expected to be 
announced in December or early 2021. 

Archaeologists also hope to find an ancient work-
shop for manufacturing wooden coffins for mummies. 
Waziri explained that ancient Egyptians used to buy 
their coffins at this workshop. “We expect it to be 
somewhere close to the coffin’s burial shafts,” Waziri 
said. Egypt hopes archaeological discoveries will spur 
tourism, a sector which has suffered multiple shocks 
ever since a 2011 uprising up until today’s coronavirus 
pandemic. — AFP 
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networks - with Democrat challenger Joe Biden 

winning the former Republican stronghold of Georgia 
in an extremely close race, and Trump getting North 
Carolina. The latest tallies gave Biden a solid overall 
final win in the state-by-state Electoral College that 

decides the presidency, with 306 votes against 
Trump’s 232. Two hundred seventy votes are required 
for election. 

Trump continues to impede Biden’s ability to pre-
pare for his transition ahead of inauguration on 
January 20 and has filed numerous lawsuits - so far 
unsuccessfully - to challenge vote counts around the 
country. On Friday, a judge in Michigan issued another 
rejection of Republican claims of fraud. 

Trump said Friday that “time will tell” if he remains 
president, in a momentary slip of his unprecedented 
refusal to concede his election defeat and help Biden 
prepare to take power.  — AFP 

Trump loyalists  
gather claiming...


