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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Traditional teapots displayed at a store in Kuwait. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

News in brief

Kuwait condemns shooting

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry on Thursday
expressed its strong condemnation of the shooting
that targeted the Saudi embassy in the Dutch city of
The Hague. In a press statement, the ministry
stressed that the “sinful and cowardly attack” is a
violation of all international norms and laws. It point-
ed to Kuwait’s support and solidarity with the sister-
ly Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in all measures taken to
maintain its security and the safety of its citizens. 

Oil price down

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s crude oil price went down by 80
cents to $42.73 per barrel Friday as oppose to $43.53
pb the day before, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) said yesterday. Across the global markets, the
price of Brent crude decreased 75 cents to $42.78
per barrel as with the West Texas Intermediate also
down by 99 cents to close at $40.13 pb.

Helpers stuck abroad

KUWAIT: The general secretariat of the council of
ministers has asked the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation to come up with a plan for a potential
return of domestic helpers stuck abroad, Al-Qabas
reported quoting sources. A decision on that regard
still requires the health ministry’s approval, however.

Midterms postponed?

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s education ministry is consider-
ing shifting the public high school midterms to be
taken with the finals in June 2021, after the health
ministry refused a request to allow in-class exams,
Al-Qabas reported, quoting sources.

Kuwait remains
committed to
help Yemen
BRUSSELS: Kuwait has reaffirmed its strong com-
mitment to help Yemen on all humanitarian, devel-
opment, political levels and stressed the importance
of finding a political solution to the crisis. This was
expressed by Kuwait’s ambassador to the EU,
NATO and Belgium, Jasem Al-Budaiwi, at the sec-
ond Yemen Humanitarian Senior Officials Meeting
hosted virtually by the European Commission
Thursday evening. “My country will always remain
faithful to its commitment, until our brothers in
Yemen can overcome the suffering and enjoy secu-
rity and stability,” he told the meeting speaking via
videoconference. Budaiwi noted that during minis-
terial meeting on Yemen which Kuwait co-chaired
along with the UK, Sweden, and Germany in
September, Kuwait pledged $20 million in humani-
tarian aid. Since the conflict escalation in March
2015, Yemen is facing the worst humanitarian crisis
in the world as described by the UN. Now, with
COVID-19 spreading, Yemen is facing an emer-

gency within an emergency, he stated.
Kuwait has welcomed all efforts led by Saudi

Arabia to bring all parties in Yemen together to
restore unity in Yemen. Implementation of the
Riyadh agreement will represent a major step
toward lasting peace not only for the people of
Yemen, but also for regional stability, he said. He
reiterated Kuwait’s continued support for the
United Nation led efforts to advance the political
process. “I would also like to take this opportunity
to reaffirm our strong condemnation of the attacks
and violations, as well as our strong support to
Saudi Arabia and its right to defend its people and
territories,” he said. He recalled that Kuwait has
repeatedly stressed the importance of finding a
political solution as it is the only solution to the
Yemeni crisis. He underlined the importance of the
following pillars for achieving a political solution in
Yemen, the GCC Initiative , the outcomes of the
National Dialogue, Security Council Resolution
2216 and the Stockholm Agreement. Budaiwi
thanked the European Union and the government of
Sweden for “giving the opportunity to participate in
this important humanitarian meeting.”

Rehabilitation
In other news, the Humanitarian Relief Society

(HRS) concluded a vocational training program that
helped build the technical capacities of 300 Yemeni

youths, males and females, in five areas. The pro-
gram, part of the ‘Kuwait by your side’ relief cam-
paign, was meant to meet the needs of the local
labor market, Undersecretary of the Yemeni
Ministry of Technical Education and Vocational
Training Moal Al-Sha’bi said at the graduation cer-
emony in southern city of Aden. He thanked Kuwait
and the HRS for their direct contributions to the
economic development of Yemen through and
building the Yemeni workforce and reducing the
unemployment rate. He affirmed the Ministry’s
keenness on promoting private investment and
encouraging the donor agencies to contribute to
the youth empowerment initiatives.

Meanwhile, Aden Governor Mohammad Al-
Meflahi said Kuwait’s supportive role in Yemen is
held in high esteem by the local authorities of
Yemen as it helps alleviate the suffering of the citi-
zens and improve their living conditions. HRS
Deputy Director in Yemen Adel Ba’ishen said in the
meantime that the HRS-funded projects focus on
areas that have long-term impact on sustainable
development. The just-ended training project,
sponsored by the Yemeni Altwasul for Human
Development, benefited the trainees in the areas of
computer and mobile phone hardware and soft-
ware maintenance; electrical wiring; air condition-
ing and cooling systems; sewer connections; and
entrepreneurship. — KUNA

Kuwaiti official takes
part in women’s
rights webinar
BRUSSELS: Sheikha Intisar Al-Sabah, a prominent
and renowned Kuwaiti campaigner for rights of
women in the Gulf, participated in a webinar in
Brussels on how women empowerment has made
big strides in Kuwait in education, politics and
economy. During the webinar entitled “women
empowerment in the Gulf,” organized by the
European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with
the Arab Peninsula (DARP) Thursday evening,
Sheikha Intisar said, “There is a big shift in female
empowerment in Kuwait, the freedom of speech in
Kuwait makes it so progressive.” Schools for girls
and boys were established way back in 1911 and the
first group of girls to be sent abroad for study was
in 1966, she referred. 

In a videoconference, the Kuwaiti campaigner
told the MEPs that she runs three non-governmen-
tal organizations; one in Kuwait and two others in
Jordan and Lebanon to work on the mental health
of women affected by war and violence. In Kuwait,
they teach positive psychology to students to
spread positive thinking through various activities,
and in Lebanon and Jordan they use drama therapy
for women affected by war and female victims of
violence, she explained. “We cannot get to women
empowerment if women don’t realize their value, no
matter how much legislation we put,” Sheikha
Intisar Al-Sabah stressed.

Meanwhile, Hannah Neumannm, chair of
European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with
the Arab Peninsula (DARP), in her introductory
remarks said that women empowerment is an issue
“where we can learn from each other.” She noted
that during her visit to some Gulf countries, she saw
a very big step forward in women’s rights.
“Hopefully this will be a start of an engagement
leading to a conference with a physical presence,”
she said. Naumann, a German MEP, announced that
DARP is planning a visit to Kuwait in February next
year if the situation permits related with the coron-
avirus crisis. Eva Kaili, a Greek MEP, told the webi-
nar that Kuwait is “very progressive and it also has
participation of women in its political life.” “I think
we see a model for all Gulf countries,” she added.
Campaigners for women empowerment from Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE also spoke at the
webinar about the developments in their countries
on women’s rights.

In the meantime, Kuwait’s ambassador to the EU,
Belgium and NATO Jasem Al-Budaiwi expressed his
happiness that the Kuwait embassy also participated in
the webinar. “We all feel proud in Kuwait what women
have achieved so far and how women have become an
important example for others in the region,” said
Budaiwi. He expressed happiness to note such interest
by the European Parliament in this important issues for
the GCC countries and for the efforts by DARP, appre-
ciated in this regard, their efforts to inform the mem-
bers of the European Parliament of this important
movement in the Gulf region,” he noted. DARP covers
inter-parliamentary relations with Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and
Yemen as well as the Contact Group of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC). — KUNA

Kuwait briefed on
latest regarding
missing citizen 
in Romania
BUCHAREST: Inspector General  of  the
Romanian Police Major General Eduard Miritescu
affirmed yesterday the keenness of his country to
follow up on the case of the missing Kuwaiti citi-
zen Mohammad Al-Baghli since 2015. This came
during a meeting with the Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Romania Talal Al-Hajri at the headquarter of the
General Inspectorate of the Romanian Police in
the capital, Bucharest. In a statement to the
press, Ambassador Hajri said that they discussed
the latest developments regarding the case of the
Kuwaiti citizen who has been missing in Romania
since August 2015. He called for more efforts
since the case is very sensitive on both official
and popular levels in Kuwait. Ambassador Hajri
assured that the Romanian officials are keen to

follow up on this humanitarian issue and uncover
its  circumstances. Kuwait i  businessman
Muhammad Al-Baghli disappeared in mysterious
circumstances in Kiya village in Brahova district,
north of the capital Bucharest, in 2015. The
Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior previously sent secu-
rity delegations to Romania to follow up on the
issue with the Romanian police and the compe-
tent authorities. — KUNA

BUCHAREST: Inspector General of the Romanian Police
Major General Eduard Miritescu meets Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Romania Talal Al-Hajri. — KUNA


