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KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, the first to introduce
innovative digital services in Kuwait, announced its
5-year partnership agreement with Tamdeen Pearl,
a subsidiary of Tamdeen Group, Kuwait’s leading
mixed-use property developer. As per this agree-
ment, Ooredoo will provide innovative services and
integrated digital communication solutions support-
ed by the high-speed 5G technology for phase one
of Al-Khiran project, the ‘’Hybrid Outlet Mall’’,
located in the heart of Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City,
and the region’s first hybrid outlet, leisure and
lifestyle destination. Ooredoo will also support the
project with state-of-the-art cyber security techni-
cal services with its highest international standards
and specifications. 

The signing ceremony took place last Thursday,
at Ooredoo Kuwait’s headquarters in Kuwait City,
with the presence of Ooredoo Kuwait’s top manage-
ment which included Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-Babtain -
Chief Executive Officer; Fadi Kawar - Chief
Operating Officer; Mijbil Alayoub - Senior Director,
Corporate Communications; and Thamer Al-Tahous
-Head of Government Relations and Public Entities
of Ooredoo Kuwait, Ahmed Abdulaziz Al-Sarawi -
Chief Executive Officer of Tamdeen Shopping
Centers; Nabil Fares - General Manager of
Information Technology; Muath Al Roumi - General
Manager, Tamdeen Group Marketing; and Shabnam
Sharif, Senior Project Manager.

Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-Babtain, Chief Executive
Officer of Ooredoo Kuwait said; “Today, we take
pride of this partnership between us and one of

the largest real estate developer company in the
country, Tamdeen Group, through one of its sub-
sidiaries, Tamdeen Pearl, which is establishing and
constructing the latest innovative shopping malls in
the State of Kuwait that combine premium “outlet”
shopping with various entertainment options for a
modern lifestyle. In fact, this partnership is a
reflection of Ooredoo’s pioneering role as a major
partner in supporting the construction of smart
shopping malls with the highest international spec-
ifications and standards, through providing them
with the best innovative digital solutions and the
latest smart communication systems.”

Al-Babtain added: “For the past few years, we
have been evolving to achieve the company’s
strategic goals and vision which aim to enrich peo-
ple’s digital lives and support digital transforma-
tion for all sectors in the State of Kuwait. Indeed,
we align our strategies and values with the “New

Kuwait 2035” vision, and this partnership is yet
another step towards this path.” 

Al-Babtain concluded by saying: “Designing a
full integrated 5G network infrastructure based on
the best international standards, along with build-
ing a comprehensive cybersecurity system and the
best and most advanced digital solutions, enabling
Al Khiran Outlet Mall project to be a prominent
mark in the real estate sector is our promise.”

From his side, Ahmed Abdulaziz Al-Sarawi,
Chief Executive Officer, Tamdeen Shopping
Centers Company said: “Al-Khiran will undoubt-
edly be one of the most favorable shopping and
entertainment destinations in the State of Kuwait.
The project affirms our definite commitment to
continuously position the country at the frontline
of pioneering and innovative regional destinations
for visitors from around the world who strives to
experience exceptional shopping, entertainment,

and conservative tourism.”
“Through our partnership with Ooredoo

Kuwait, we are confident that we will embody the
ultimate meaning of digitalization, secured infra-
structure, and artificial intelligence which will
benefit all business sectors and individuals,” Al-
Sarawi added. 

Located in the South Kuwait, in the heart of
Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City, the Al-Khiran project
spreads across 350,000 m2, phase 1 is underway
of construction with at 70,000 m2 of GLA of retail
space to include many unique features which will
position the project as favorable shopping and
entertainment destination. Visitors will enjoy spec-
tacular sea views when visiting the Kuwait’s
largest marina with 1.25 km of beautifully land-
scaped park and boardwalk, and the Water
Gardens with their captivating water features. 

Al-Khiran project will strengthen Tamdeen
Group’s position in the retail, entertainment and
leisure sector, and goes in line with the group’s
strategy that contributes to the economic devel-
opment of the State of Kuwait. The project will
meet the changing demands of today’s customers
with its premium outlet shopping, exceptional
dining options, cutting-edge entertainment, large
format events, exhibitions and recreational leisure
experiences.

With the signing of this agreement, Ooredoo
Kuwait and Tamdeen Group will be frontrunners in
the race for digitalization among all other compa-
nies in the country.

Discount offer for ABK 
MasterCard holders 
KUWAIT: ABK MasterCard cardholders can
now redeem discounts up to 10 percent in more
than 325,000 hotels across 19,000 locations list-
ed on Hotels.com and a cashback on
Booking.com.  To be eligible to receive the 10
percent discount on hotels.com, cardholders are
required to make reservations via the dedicated
website - www.hotels.com/mastercardmea. This
offer is valid from 9th November 2020.

When using Booking.com, ABK MasterCard
cardholders will be able to avail up to 10 per cent
cash back on room rates in over 2 million proper-
ties globally, which will be credited to the cus-
tomer’s account after completion of the stay.
Effective from 9th November 2020, ABK
MasterCard holders can make reservations on
www.booking.com/mastercardea to benefit from
the cash back.  

The recent promotions have been initiated as
a response to the influx in the ease of travel-
restrictions and corresponding rise within the
staycation market. ABK continuously aims to
broaden its range of partnerships, by offering
clients an array of ways to seamlessly and conve-
niently benefit from its various reward programs
with the convenience of using online services.
Through these strategic partnerships, ABK offers
its customers flexible and affordable options to
explore accommodation options across the
globe, while safeguarding their wellness via con-
tactless transactions. 

To provide Al-Khiran Hybrid Outlet Mall with latest digital solutions

Ooredoo and Tamdeen Group 
sign partnership agreement  

KUWAIT: Abdulaziz Al-Babtain and Ahmed Al-Sarawi during the signing of the partnership agreement.
KUWAIT: (From right), Thamer Al-Tahous, Fatima Dashti, Mijbil Alayoub, Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-Babtain,
Ahmed Abdulaziz Al-Sarawi, Muath Al-Roumi, Nabil Fares, Fadi Kawar and Shabnam Sharif.

iPhone12 available 
for pre-orders at 
Ooredoo Kuwait
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce
innova t ive  d i g i t a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  Ku wa i t ,  i s
bringing the latest iPhone12 lineup; iPhone12
mini, iPhone12, iPhone12 Pro, and iPhone Pro
max into your hands with amazing offers start-
ing at KD25 through its eShop https://www.oore-

doo.com.kw/portal/en/ip12_preorder. 
With a beautiful all-new design, iPhone12

devices are 5G enabled, feature unparalleled new
camera systems, edge-to-edge Super Retina XDR
displays for a more immersive viewing experience,
the biggest jump in durability with the Ceramic
Shield front cover, and Apple-designed A14 Bionic
chip, the fastest chip in a smartphone.   Senior
Director of Corporate Communications at Ooredoo
Kuwait, Mijbil Al-Ayoub highlighted the strategic
and distinctive relationship with Apple and said,
“Through our special relationship with Apple, we
seek to provide the latest innovations in the world
of communications and provide the best experi-
ence in the world of communications with the best

offers in Kuwait at com-
petitive prices.”

Pre-orders of the all-
new iPhone12 mini,
iPhone12, iPhone12 Pro,
and iPhone12 Pro max
started from November
13, 2020. Tech-enthusiasts
will be beyond excited to
pre-order their preferred
iPhone12 with the special
deals Ooredoo is offer-
ing allowing them to pay
on installments starting
from KD 25.

Nissan’s $95m suit 
against Ghosn 
begins in Japan
TOKYO: Proceedings in a $95 million law-
suit brought by Japanese car giant Nissan
against its former chairman Carlos Ghosn
began Friday in a court near Tokyo. Nissan
filed the suit against Ghosn in February
and is seeking 10 billion yen over what it
said were “years of his misconduct and
fraudulent activity”. Ghosn is an interna-
tional fugitive after jumping bail last year
and fleeing Japan, where he was awaiting
trial on charges of financial misconduct,
which he denies.

Nissan says the suit is aimed at “hold-
ing Ghosn accountable for the harm and
financial losses incurred by the company
due to the misconduct”. In a statement,
Ghosn said the civil lawsuit was an exten-

sion of “the extremely unreasonable inter-
nal investigation with sinister intent by a
portion of Nissan’s senior management
and the unreasonable arrests and indict-
ments by the public prosecutors”.

He said his Japanese defense team, which
is representing him in his absence, “will
show that the suspicions of wrongfulness
and charges... have absolutely no founda-
tion”. Ghosn spent more than 100 days in
detention in Japan after his sudden
November 2018 arrest, but launched an
audacious escape while out on bail in Tokyo,
arriving in Lebanon apparently undetected.

He alleges Nissan turned on him over
concerns he wanted to more closely inte-
grate the automaker with French partner
Renault. Renault has also filed a civil claim
for damages against Ghosn over alleged
financial misconduct. Ghosn’s former aide
Greg Kelly remains in Japan and pleaded
not guilty to allegations of financial mis-
conduct at his first court hearing in Tokyo
in September. —AFP

l Al-Babtain: This partnership is yet another step we take towards
supporting the establishment of smart shopping malls in the State
of Kuwait through our best digital solutions and latest smart com-
munication systems

l Al-Sarawi: Al-Khiran Hybrid Outlet Mall will provide visitors a
unique integrated shopping experience and will be one of the
exceptional shopping destinations in the State of Kuwait

Mijbil Alayoub

Mezzan Holding 
celebrates 75th 
anniversary 
KUWAIT:  Mezzan Holding KSC, one of the Gulf region’s
largest manufacturers and distributors of food and beverage,
healthcare, and consumer products is proud to celebrate its
75th Year Anniversary this year. “This anniversary marks a sig-
nificant milestone for Mezzan Holding whose origins date back
to the 1940s before Kuwait’s ‘golden era’ and the end of the
British protectorate. Starting out with a small shop and a single
employee, today Mezzan is proud to be recognized as one of
the largest companies in the GCC with over 8,500 employees
across 7 countries.” said Abdel Rahman Jassim Mohammad Al-
Wazzan, Chairman at Mezzan Holding. “On this special occa-
sion, we would like to thank our customers and shareholders
for their loyalty and continued support, our partners for instill-
ing their trust in us to ensure their brands have an extensive
regional reach, and our employees for their hard work and
unwavering commitment to bring Mezzan Holding to this
important milestone.”

“Over the last decades we’ve played a significant role in the

development of the food and beverage, consumer goods, and
healthcare sectors in Kuwait. We are proud to distribute many
of the world’s most renowned brands such as Johnson &
Johnson, Reckitt Benckiser, Medtronic and Hartmann, and man-
ufacture products that are beloved staples in every household
including Khazan, KITCO and Aqua Gulf. With the acquisition
of a majority stake in KSPICO in 2019, we now manufacture
pharmaceutical products to treat diabetes, cough and cold,
allergy, and other medications that treat many more therapeutic
areas.” said Garry Walsh, CEO at Mezzan Holding. “At Mezzan,
we are dedicated to the commitments we’ve made to our part-
ners, families, and the environment in the last 75 years, and look
forward to further strengthening our presence as one of the
region’s most reputable and trusted groups in the decades to
come.”

Mezzan Holding KSC’s started in the 1940s when the late
Jassim Mohammed Ali Al Wazzan, an ambitious Kuwaiti entre-
preneur, opened the company’s first retail store in Kuwait selling
consumer-ready imported products such as rice, sugar and oth-
er food staples from neighboring Gulf countries, and later from
Europe, the USA, and Asia. Today, the 8,500+ employee com-
pany distributes over 34,000 SKUs from over 1,200 local and
international brands in the consumer goods, healthcare and
services sectors, selling over 2.9 million items daily. Mezzan
manufactures various products from food to pharmaceuticals in
over 190,000m2 of manufacturing facility space.

Mezzan Holding KSC was listed in Boursa Kuwait in June
2015 and operates under strict corporate governance standards
and regulations. The company is currently managed by an exec-
utive management team that works together hand-in-hand with
the Al Wazzan family’s second and third generation who are
actively involved in the business. This systematic process has
enabled Mezzan to adhere to its core values and principles and
develop a long-term operating model and strategy that posi-
tions the company for future success.

Remaining true to the founder’s vision and generationally
instilled principles and values, Mezzan continues to evolve and
contribute to the wellbeing and satisfaction of its consumers
across the region through food and healthcare security. As a
food and beverage manufacturer and distributor, Mezzan pro-
vides high-quality food to customers from popular brands
such as General Mills, Red Bull, Rice Growers, Beyond Meat,
Volvic, Acqua Panna, and San Pellegrino, and world-renowned
consumer goods from brands such as Johnson & Johnson,
Reckitt Benckiser, Kimberly Clark, and more. As a healthcare
manufacturer and distributor, Mezzan has a majority stake in
Kuwait Saudi Pharmaceutical Industries Company (KSPI-
CO), Kuwait’s only pharmaceutical manufacturing facility.
The company’s pharmaceutical business division, now a
major pillar in the Mezzan strategy, provides medicinal, well-
ness, and healthcare products to local and regional customer
homes and markets from popular brands such as Fludrex,

Pandrex, Dramylin, Medtronics,
Chiesi, and many more.

Mezzan’s significant role in
the development of the local
economy demonstrates the
company’s key influence in
Kuwait’s private sector over the
decades. As an advocate for the
diversification of sources of
income that move away from an
oil-based economy, the compa-
ny supports the growth of small
local businesses and contributes
to the creation of job opportuni-
ties. Mezzan continues to strive
towards achieving its goal for economic diversification and
maintain its investments in strengthening its partnerships, distri-
bution network, and storage, industrial, and production facilities.

With the capability to respond to a range of needs, keep up
with the growing population, and ensure food and healthcare
security in the Gulf, Mezzan continues to play a pivotal role in
the development of the food and beverage, healthcare, and con-
sumer goods industries across the region. Over the last 75 years
the company has earned the trust of the people in the communi-
ties they serve as the Mezzan legacy lives on through every
household with the presence of its products.

Mezzan Holding 
CEO Garry Walsh


