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A woman walks past the “Corona Sandwich” restaurant in the occupied West Bank town
of Bethlehem, owned by a former Palestinian tourist guide.— AFP photos

An employee of the “Corona Sandwich” restaurant in the occupied West Bank town of
Bethlehem, owned by a former Palestinian tourist guide, prepares an order.

This handout picture shows a white shoe that
once belonged to Queen Marie-Antoinette,
made of silk and goatskin, that will be auc-
tioned today on Versailles. — AFP 

Raed Bannura, a former Palestinian tourist guide is pic-
tured at his restaurant the “Corona Sandwich”.

Prince Charles

In this file photo a sign warns of a road closure on the route to the prehistoric monument at
Stonehenge in southern England. — AFP 

W
hen the coronavirus pandemic
left Bethlehem without its
hordes of visitors, tour guide

Raed Bannura needed a new source of
income. His plan, a sandwich shop, was
hardly revolutionary and the ingredients
of his signature dish-meat with onions
and spices wrapped in a tortilla-were
certainly not groundbreaking. But, when
it came to marketing, Bannura has
grabbed attention. “I have a special
sandwich,” he told AFP. “I call it ‘Corona
sandwich.’” Bethlehem, in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, hosts the majestic
Church of the Nativity, built on the site
where Christians believe Jesus was
born. Before the pandemic, dozens of
buses carrying pilgrims and other visi-
tors would converge on the city each
day from nearby Jerusalem through the
towering Israeli-built grey concrete wall
that encircles the West Bank. Now
Bethlehem guides chase after the few
remaining visitors, while craft stores and

hotels have mostly closed.

‘Genius’ vs ‘stupidity’ 
While tourism revenue was evaporat-

ing, Bannura said he had a brain-flash
one day at “six o’clock in the morning.”
“I woke up my wife; I told her listen, I
know what I’m gonna call this restau-
rant... Corona.” Her first response was to
call him crazy. “I told her, ‘this name will
spread as fast as the virus,’” Bannura
said. Located in the shadow of the basil-
ica, the small cafeteria is easily spotted
by its huge red and yellow “Corona
Sandwich” sign.

Also on the menu is the “Covid-19
hot-dog”, with a beef and lamb
sausage. As to whether the name lacks
sensitivity towards the devastation coro-
navirus has wrought, Bannura said: “I
know that people die, that corona is a
disease. “But there are people who also
die from sugar or tobacco and we do
not ban those words from our vocabu-

lary,” he said. “A philosopher once said
that there is a hair’s breadth between
genius and stupidity...I still don’t know
on which side I am.”

Quiet Christmas? 
Christmas is typically peak season for

Bethlehem businesses, but many have

lost hope of the traditional holiday boost.
Ashraf Kawazba, frying falafel at the Abu
Daoud restaurant, said that normally
during Christmas holidays “everything is
full and we work non-stop, but here it is
dead.” Bethlehem mayor Anton Salman
told AFP he was “not expecting any-
thing,” this Christmas season. “We have

never known anything like this,” he said,
including the Palestinian uprisings, or
intifadas, of 1987-93 and 2000-2005.

“During the First and the Second
Intifada it was difficult, but there were
still tourism opportunities,” he added.
“This year there is no tourism, no
transportation, everything is frozen.”
Salman said that since the outbreak of
coronavirus unemployment in his city
of around 30,000 people had more
than doubled-to 37 percent from
around 15 percent. Bannura dreams
of holding out until the tourists return,
but does not intend to rename his
restaurant even then. “I will keep the
name,” he said. “Because people will
come here, they will say, ‘I survived. I
am proud, I am eating-and I am bury-
ing that ‘corona’.”— AFP

The “Corona Sandwich” restaurant in the occupied West Bank town of Bethlehem.

A
n elegant white shoe made of silk
and goat leather that belonged to
Marie-Antoinette, France’s last

queen before the 1789 revolution, goes
up for auction today, the auctioneers
said. The 22.5 centimeter-long (8.8 inch-
es) shoe, adorned with four ribbons near
its tip, is in good condition apart from
slight wear of the silk, the Osenat auc-
tion house said. The reserve price is
8,000 to 10,000 euros ($9,450 to
$11,800).  In the throes of the French
Revolution the shoe ended up in the
possession of Marie-Emilie Leschevin, a
close friend of the queen’s head cham-
bermaid, and whose husband later died
by the guillotine during the French
Revolution.

Her family held on to it for generations
before it came to auction 227 years after
her death. Marie-Antoinette, who was
born an Austrian archduchess, was the
wife of Louis XVI, who was deposed by
the French Revolution of 1789. “Let them
eat cake,” she is sometimes said to have
responded when told that peasants
were starving because there was no
bread. The royal couple was executed
by guillotine in 1793 but France contin-
ues to be fascinated by Marie-
Antoinette.

Last year an exhibition at the
Conciergerie, the former Paris prison
where she was incarcerated before her
execution, retraced changes in the rep-
resentation of the last French queen
through paintings, mangas, films and
even Barbie dolls. —AFP

B
ritain has approved a controver-
sial plan to build a road tunnel
close to the prehistoric site of

Stonehenge to rel ieve congestion,
despite strong opposition from archae-
ologists and druids. The 5,000-year-old
ring of stones in Wiltshire in southwest
England is a UNESCO World Heritage
site and one of Britain’s most popular
tourist attractions, with 1.6 million visi-
tors last year. Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps on Thursday approved a
plan to bore a tunnel to replace a busy
road that passes within 165 meters of
the stones, allowing drivers to see the
site but making it a noisy experience
for visitors.

Tom Holland, the head of the
Stonehenge Alliance which includes
archaeologists and non-governmental
organizations, condemned what he
called a “shocking and shameful deci-
sion”. The writer said the tunnel would
“inject a great gash of concrete and
tarmac into Britain’s most precious pre-
historic landscape”. Opponents criti-
cize the fact that while the tunnel won’t
go directly under the stones, i ts
entrances will be built within the broad-
er World Heritage Site which could
damage prehistoric areas. They say
that if built, the tunnel should be much
longer. Druids have held protests

against the tunnel at a site they consid-
er sacred and where they celebrate the
summer and winter solstice-the longest
and shortest days of the year.

But English Heritage, the charity
that manages the Neolithic site, hailed
a “landmark” decision, tweeting that
“Stonehenge will finally be reconnect-
ed with the prehistoric landscape in
which it sits” without a noisy road near-
by. Officials say the existing road is
too narrow for the current level of traf-
fic, with the government roads agency,
Highways England, calling it a “daily
struggle for many.” The tunnel will be
around two miles (3.2 kilometers) long.
At i ts closest point, i t  wi l l  be 200
meters from Stonehenge, slightly fur-
ther than the current road, Highways
England said.

The government first approved the
plan in 2017. Its budget is now given as
£1.7 billion (1.9 billion euros, $2.2 bil-
lion). Stonehenge is currently closed to
visitors due to coronavirus restrictions
across England. Work is expected to
start next year, Highways England said.
It said it had appointed archaeology
specialists to excavate the site and pre-
serve any finds. — AFP

Princess Diana
makes dramatic
debut in 
‘The Crown’

M
ore than two decades after her
death, princess Diana’s ill-fated
entry into the British royal family is

the main storyline in the long-awaited
fourth season of the hit Netflix drama
“The Crown”. Emma Corrin, a 24-year-
old actress little known until now,
immerses herself in the role of the young
Diana, capturing her soft voice and timid
gaze from under a heavy fringe. But the
actress admitted in an interview with The
Sunday Times that she felt a “huge
amount of pressure” to pull off the role in
the new season, which starts today.
Diana is shown as a naive teenager who
quickly becomes lonely in the role of
Prince Charles’ fiancee and rollerskates
around Buckingham Palace to pass the
time. 

Even before their unhappy marriage,
she begins cycles of bulimia: binge-eat-
ing and then purging herself of food.
Diana Spencer had just turned 20 when
the couple married in 1981, while
Charles was 32. As heir to the throne,
since reaching his 30s, he had faced
pressure to marry to ensure succession.
Despite having doubts, he agreed to
propose to Diana but did not sever ties
with his long-time lover, Camilla Parker-
Bowles. Diana was killed in a car crash in

Paris in 1997 and Charles subsequently
married Parker-Bowles in 2005. While
previous series depicted Charles as a
sensitive and misunderstood boy, as
Diana’s husband he is seen as cold and
unfaithful, complaining to Camilla that
she is “so weak, so fragile”.

Feeling powerless to help Diana,
Charles “probably became a bit callous,”
Penny Junor, a royal expert and biogra-
pher whose books include “Charles:
Victim or Villain?”, told AFP. “But I don’t
think that he has ever been arrogant or
uncaring. And I think he genuinely tried
to make his marriage work.”

‘Terrible mismatch’ 
Diana had been “damaged” by her

childhood, as she was just six when her
mother walked out on the family and “she
grew up feeling unloved and unwanted,”
Junor said. Charles and Diana’s mar-
riage was a “terrible mismatch”, she
added. The breakup of their marriage
due to infidelities and Diana’s confes-
sional television interview was scan-
dalous at the time and is making head-
lines even today. The BBC has pledged
to hold an independent investigation into
how its journalist Martin Bashir persuad-
ed Diana to take part in the sensational
interview in 1995.

Diana’s brother, Charles Spencer,
claims Bashir showed faked documents
to persuade Diana to take part in the
interview, where she famously com-
plained “there were three of us in this
marriage so it was a bit crowded.” “She
wanted to hurt and damage Charles. But
I think she was a very fragile woman, her
mental health was very fragile,” said
Junor. “I think that a lot of people exploit-
ed her... for their own ends and the BBC
was amongst them.”

Strong female roles 
The love triangle is one of the main

storylines in the fourth season, which
covers the late 1970s and the 1980s. The
period was marked by deadly violence
over British rule in Northern Ireland,
which included the assassination of
Charles’ great-uncle and confidant, Louis
Mountbatten, by the IRA in 1979. It also
included the Falklands War with
Argentina in 1982 during which Charles’
younger brother, Andrew, served as a
Royal Navy helicopter pilot. The
scriptwriters also dramatize a notorious
incident that year in which a 33-year-old
man, Michael Hagan-frustrated at being
unemployed and separated from his
wife-broke into Buckingham Palace and
entered the queen’s bedroom.—ÅFP

G
lobal online fashion retailer Yoox
Net-A-Porter on Thursday
launched a new sustainable

menswear and womenswear range,
supported by Prince Charles’ charita-
ble foundation. Queen Elizabeth II’s
eldest son and heir, who has long been
known for his strong views on the envi-
ronment, said he was “extremely
impressed” by the 18-piece ready-to-
wear collection. The Yoox Net-A-Porter
For The Prince’s Foundation collabora-
tion gave students from Britain and

Italy the chance to design and make
the limited-edition line. The clothes-in
natural fibres including cashmere, wool
and organic silk-were inspired by the
designs of Leonardo da Vinci and cost
from £395 to £1,295 ($520-$1705, 440-
1,444 euros).

They are designed to last a lifetime,
with profits going to the foundation to
support its training program and help
preserve traditional skills. “The key it
seems to me is to rediscover the impor-
tance that nature plays in all this and

where the natural materials come
from,” said Charles. “It seems utter
madness to have this approach which
takes, makes and throws away.”
Charles, 71, earlier this week said he
believed that achieving a sustainable
future was “the growth story of our
time” and could help economies recov-
er from the coronavirus pandemic. He
has set up a Sustainable Markets
Initiative with the World Economic
Forum to help businesses to put green
initiatives into practice.

The prince is well-known for wear-
ing timeless double-breasted suits
and was once voted GQ magazine’s
Best Dressed Man. He said in an inter-
view in the December issue of British
Vogue magazine: “I happen to be one
of those people who’d get shoes-or
any item of clothing-repaired if I can,
rather than just throw it away.” On his
own sense of style, he said he was
“like a stopped clock-I’m right twice
every 24 hours”. — AFP

In this file photo taken on January 27, 1988
Princess of Wales Diana waves to the crowd
during her visit to the Footscray Park in suburb
of Melbourne. — AFP 


