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Kuwait Amir accepts Sisi’s 
invitation to visit Egypt

Sheikh Nawaf receives visiting Egyptian Foreign Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at 
Bayan Palace Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sameh Shoukry, who handed him a letter from 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi on the 
strong bilateral relations between the two countries, 
and ways to improve them in all arenas. Sisi also 
extended an invitation in the letter to His Highness 
the Amir to visit Egypt, which His Highness has 

accepted. Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and Acting 
Minister of Information Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah attended the meeting. His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah also received the visiting Egyptian official 
at Bayan Palace yesterday, in presence of Kuwait’s 
foreign minister. 

Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad held a meeting with his Egyptian coun-
terpart on the occasion of his official visit to the 
country. During the meeting, the two sides dis-
cussed the bilateral ties between the two countries 
and the two brotherly peoples, as well as the most 
prominent current regional and global develop-
ments. Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador 
Khaled Al-Jarallah and other senior officials attend-

ed the meeting. Shoukry had arrived in Kuwait on 
Saturday, and was received at Kuwait International 
Airport by Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad, Assistant Foreign Minister for 
Protocols Dhari Al-Ajran, Assistant Foreign Minister 
for Arab Affairs Fahad Al-Awadhi, Egyptian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Tariq Al-Qouni and other 
senior officials from Kuwait’s Foreign ministry and 
the Egyptian Embassy. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah reads a letter from 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, as he meets Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sameh 
Shoukry. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Egyptian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sameh Shoukry.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Egyptian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Sameh Shoukry.

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets his Egyptian coun-
terpart Sameh Shoukry.
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The plan to resume air links with some banned 

countries will be for the return of domestic helpers 
to meet Kuwaiti families’ needs, according to the 
unnamed sources. They added Kuwait Airways and 
Jazeera will present a detailed plan for the return of 
all domestic helpers from some banned countries 
and the cost of local PCR tests and the 14-day insti-

tutional quarantine.  
They added that expenses related to the return 

of domestic helpers will be borne by the employers, 
as the government is ready to allow the return of 
domestic helpers provided that sponsors bear the 
cost. The sources said employers should register 
and pay on a platform that will be set up. The 
advance payment includes the cost of airline tickets, 
PCR tests and the 14-day institutional quarantine.  

The sources said the two carriers previously told 
the government they are ready to bring back all 
domestic helpers provided that the institutional 
quarantine should be in Kuwait. The airlines will 
propose a quarantine plan.

Plans to allow  
domestic workers...
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With Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 

whom Trump derided over Twitter following a sum-
mit as “very dishonest & weak,” a Biden statement 
after a congratulatory phone call said the pair “reaf-
firmed the close bonds between the United States 
and Canada” and pledged cooperation against 
COVID-19 and future biological threats. After his 
conversation with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
whom Trump had openly criticized for her welcome 
to migrants, Biden “noted his interest in working 
closely” to address the pandemic, climate change and 

other issues and “praised her leadership”. 
The lack of drama in Biden’s approach is, well, no 

surprise. Biden, with nearly 50 years of experience in 
Washington, ran on promises to return to normalcy, 
bringing back the time-honored decision-making 
process involving expert consultations rather than 
impulsive tweets. In a campaign speech on foreign 
policy, Biden pointed to the sharp decline in global 
respect of the United States under Trump and prom-
ised to turn the page on “the chest-thumping, the 
self-inflicted setbacks and the manufactured crises of 
this administration.” 

Biden’s return to a more traditional diplomacy is 
about more than a less brash personal style. He is 
also signaling that he places a greater value on work-
ing with the world, said Monica Duffy Toft, a profes-
sor of international politics at The Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. “Trump likes 
to do things bilaterally and unilaterally.  — AFP 

Biden makes  
diplomacy...
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The pact should help shrink costs and make life 

easier for companies by letting them export prod-
ucts anywhere within the bloc without meeting sep-
arate requirements for each country. 

The agreement touches on intellectual property, 
but environmental protections and labor rights are 
not part of the pact. The deal is also seen as a way 
for China to draft the rules of trade in the region, 
after years of US retreat under President Donald 
Trump which have seen Washington pull out of a 

trade pact of its own, the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP). Though US multinationals will be able to 
benefit from RCEP through subsidiaries within 
member countries, analysts said the deal may cause 
President-elect Joe Biden to rethink Washington’s 
engagement in the region. 

This could see the US eye the potential bene-
fits of joining the TPP’s successor deal, the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), said Rajiv 
Biswas, APAC chief economist at IHS Markit. 
“However, this is not expected to be an immedi-
ate priority issue... given the considerable nega-
tive response to the TPP negotiations from many 
segments of the US electorate due to concerns 
about US job losses to Asian countries,” he 
added. — Agencies  

Asia-Pacific nations 
form world’s...
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executives, scientists and outstanding students. 

The emirate of Dubai, a Middle East trade and 
tourism hub, in September said it would grant visas 
renewable every five years to wealthy foreign 
retirees. An oil and gas producer, the UAE’s econo-
my has been hit by the coronavirus pandemic and 
low oil prices, prompting many expatriates to leave.  

The scheme last year drew in some 6,800 
investors, in a windfall worth $27 billion for the 

economy. Foreigners account for 90 percent of the 
population of some 10 million in the oil-rich UAE, 
the Arab world’s second-largest economy. The 
“golden visa” was the first such scheme in the Gulf, 
which keeps tight control on residency. Similar pro-
grams have been launched in other countries that 
seek to diversify their economies such as Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar.  

Riyadh said in June 2019 that it will offer perma-
nent residency for 800,000 riyals ($213,000) and a 
one-year renewable residency costing 100,000 
riyals ($27,000), allowing expats to do business and 
buy property without a Saudi sponsor. Meanwhile, 
Doha has recently flung open its property market to 
foreigners, with a scheme giving those purchasing 
homes or stores the right to longer-term or perma-
nent residency permits.  — Agencies 

UAE widens  
‘golden’ visa...
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 rival protesters. At least 20 people were arrested, 

reports said, including four for firearm violations and 
one for assault on a police officer. Trump himself 
made a drive-past of the rally in his armored motor-
cade, on his way to play golf, smiling through his lim-
ousine window to wild cheers and signs saying “Best 
prez ever” and “Trump 2020: Keep America Great.” 

Many of Trump’s tweets over the weekend alleg-

ing the election was rigged against him have been 
tagged by Twitter as containing “disputed” informa-
tion. John Bolton, Trump’s former national security 
advisor, told CNN’s “State of the Union” show yes-
terday that “as every day goes by, it’s clearer there 
isn’t any evidence” of fraud. “Donald Trump lost... by 
a free and valid election,” Bolton said, adding “I don’t 
expect him to go graciously. I do expect him to go.” 

On Saturday, at least 10,000 people - few 
wear ing  masks  -  massed  i n  Wash ing ton ’s 
Freedom P laza  be fo re  march ing  to  the 
Supreme Court in a raucous atmosphere remi-
niscent of a Trump campaign rally. After dark, 
groups of Trump supporters and counter-pro-
testers clashed on the streets, scuffling and 
throwing punches.  

Trump: Biden  
‘won because...
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they are serious enough to investigate. 

Candidates are continuing their campaigns through 
social media and television interviews, highlighting 
problems they will focus on if they win seats in the 
50-member Assembly. 

Former minister, MP and candidate from the first 
constituency Yousef Zalzalah criticized the govern-
ment for not being serious enough on implementing 
decisions aimed at reducing the number of expats in 

the country. He said that dealing with the issue 
requires a decisive decision and “we can expel as 
many as two million expats within one year” if the 
decisions are implemented. Zalzalah said he 
believes the country does not require the current 
3.3 million expats and should do with a much small-
er number, who along with citizens can enjoy 
improved services. 

Islamist candidate Fahad Al-Masaud, running 
from the second constituency, insisted that the key 
to resolving most of the country’s problems is by 
combating corruption. Candidate Hamad Matar, 
also contesting from the second constituency, said 
corruption is present in the National Assembly itself 
and the key to reforms is through establishing a fair 
election system.

Court hearing  
cases of barred...


