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WASHINGTON: With his long-shot efforts to hang
on for a second term dwindling, US President Donald
Trump is discussing with advisers several media ven-
tures and appearances that would keep him in the
spotlight ahead of a potential 2024 White House bid.

In the near term, Trump is expected to campaign on
behalf of Republican US Senate candidates in Georgia
ahead of Jan. 5 runoff elections that will determine
whether Republicans hang on to control of the cham-
ber, the president’s aides said. He also is considering
starting a new television channel or social media com-
pany to compete with those he felt betrayed him and
stifled his ability to communicate directly with
Americans, according to several advisers.

“I think every option is on the table, for a social
media to a media company to him announcing he’s run-
ning for president the day he leaves,” said a Republican
official who has taken part in meetings with Trump
campaign advisers. Trump has not conceded the elec-
tion to Democratic rival Joe Biden, who on Nov 7
cleared the 270 Electoral College vote threshold to win
the presidency and be sworn into office on Jan 20.
Trump has claimed without evidence that the voting
was beset by widespread fraud, but election officials
report no serious irregularities or security issues.

Trump advisers said once it is clear that his legal
challenges to the 2020 results are concluded, Trump
has discussed announcing plans, possibly by the end of
the year, to run for president again in four years. “He
feels like he was cheated, and he wants to run,” said an
adviser familiar with his thinking.

Such a move would not ensure an open runway for
Trump to the Republican nomination, according to a
party strategist who asked not to be named. A long list
of Republicans are expected to line up for White House
bids in 2024, including Vice President Mike Pence, for-
mer US ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley,
current Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Senators Ted
Cruz and Tom Cotton, and a pair of governors, Ron
DeSantis of Florida and Kristi Noem of South Dakota,
among others.

“It isn’t going to freeze the rest of the field,” the
strategist said. “Everybody respects Trump, but they
think it’s time for a new chapter.”

Back to business
Trump has been considering whether to start a new

television news channel to rival Fox News after the
president became disenchanted with the conservative
network. Trump has complained its programming
lacked a universal pro-Trump perspective. He was
described by aides as upset at Fox over its decision to
call the election in Arizona for Biden last week when
the result was far from clear.

Christopher Ruddy, a Trump friend who is CEO of
Newsmax, a conservative TV news channel and web-
site, said launching a rival news channel or streaming
service would be difficult.

“I’m not sure the people around him appreciate the
challenge that might involve,” Ruddy said, adding his
company was open to talking to Trump about a show
on Newsmax. “The president is an incredible draw,”
Ruddy said. “He has a huge fan base unlike any other
political figure in American history.”

Trump has repeatedly discussed with his advisers a

plan to start a social media company to compete with
Twitter, whose policies have led to content warnings
posted on some of his tweets.

At a meeting with his campaign advisers a couple
of months ago, Trump talked about the technology
that would be needed for a conservative version of
Twitter, and how the actual platform behind Twitter
would be easy to mimic, a Republican official at the
meeting said. Trump prefers platforms that allow him
to present an unfiltered message. He previously mused
about broadcasting a daily radio program from the
White House, and the idea advanced to the point
where officials were talking about how to pull it off,
according to an official familiar with the discussions.
Ultimately, the idea was set aside because of logistical
concerns, the official said, such as the difficulty of
blocking off an hour of the president’s schedule every
day for the program. — Reuters
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ATLANTA, GA:  Signs supporting President-elect Joe Biden are seen on a fence outside the Georgia State Capitol on
Saturday in Atlanta, Georgia. President-elect Joe Biden has been declared the winner in Georgia, becoming the first
Democratic nominee to win the state since 1992.  — AFP

Judge rejects 
Trump limits on 
‘Dreamer’ program
WASHINGTON: A judge on Saturday rejected
the White House’s limitations on a program pro-
tecting 700,000 so-called “Dreamers,” undocu-
mented migrants brought to the United States as
children.

The federal judge in New York ruled that
President Donald Trump’s acting Homeland
Security Secretary Chad Wolf was not lawfully
serving in his role when he issued the new rules
for the DACA program in July. The ruling is anoth-
er victory for proponents of the Barack Obama-
era program after the US Supreme Court in June
rejected Trump’s cancellation of it.

President-elect Joe Biden, who defeated
Trump in the November 3 polls, had pledged to
reinstate the program when he takes office on
January 20. Wolf, who has not been confirmed in
his role by the US Senate, issued new restrictions
on the program in response to the Supreme Court
ruling.

Saturday’s court decision said his restrictions
“effectively suspended” DACA, or Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, while the Trump
administration reviewed how to proceed.

Wolf’s rules said new applications would not
be accepted and renewals would be limited to one
year instead of two. They are now invalid because
“the court holds that Mr. Wolf was not lawfully
serving as Acting Secretary of Homeland Security
under the Homeland Security Act” when he issued
them, the ruling said.

Judge Nicholas Garaufis said the correct
order of succession had not been followed for the
acting secretary appointment. It was not the first
time Wolf has seen the legality of his appointment
as acting secretary in 2019 drawn into question.
Trump entered office promising to halt almost all
immigration and to expel the more than 10 million
people estimated living in the country, many for
decades, without legal immigration documents.

The Obama administration sought to address
the issue in 2012, with the DACA policy offering
protection at renewable two-year periods, includ-
ing authorization to work, to people brought into
the United States illegally as children and then
growing up here. DACA, and the subsequent
DAPA program-Deferred Action for Parents of
Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents-were
executive actions by Obama to eliminate the con-
stant threat of deportation for more than four mil-
lion undocumented migrants. Trump canceled
DAPA just after coming to office and then went
after the more established DACA, but immediately
faced a series of court battles over it. — AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: A supporter of US President Donald
Trump lying on the floor is kicked as he is attacked
by anti-Trump demonstrators in Black Lives Matter
Plaza in Washington, DC on Saturday. — AFP

Sigh of relief as 
global organizations 
await Biden
GENEVA: After years of US disengagement and con-
frontation, international organizations in Geneva
appeared to breathe a collective sigh of relief at Joe
Biden’s presidential election win-but the anticipated
honeymoon could be short. “I think everyone is basi-
cally waiting with open arms for the US government to
come back,” said Manfred Elsig, an international rela-
tions professor at the World Trade Institute of Bern
University. Republican President Donald Trump’s
administration has been a traumatic experience for
international organizations that in many cases were
created by the United States and accustomed to
strong US support and leadership. In Geneva alone,
the United States has, under Trump, cut its ties to the
UN’s top rights body, hamstrung the World Trade
Organization and begun withdrawing from the World
Health Organization even as the body strives to coor-
dinate the global response to Covid-19.

After the election was called for Democratic Party
candidate Biden last weekend, “there was a huge sigh
of relief” within the international organizations, a
Geneva trade official told AFP, asking not to be named.
Observers expect Washington under Biden to re-
engage with the international community and its insti-
tutions, and to resume discussions on a number of
issues blocked by his predecessor.

Celebration time 
“I think there will be a bit of a honeymoon,” Elsig

said, warning though that the blissful period could be
“short”. The narrative pushed hard for four years that
international organizations are taking advantage of the
US remains deeply engrained, especially among
Republicans, he said.

“Every step that the Biden administration will take
towards engaging with the world and international
organizations will be critically monitored in the United
States.” While plenty of stumbling blocks remain, there
is optimism in Geneva that discussions within interna-
tional forums will become more constructive.—AFP

SpaceX launches 4
astronauts to ISS 
WASHINGTON: Four astronauts were poised to
launch on the SpaceX Crew Dragon “Resilience” to the
International Space Station yesterday, the first of what
the US hopes will be many routine missions following a
successful test flight in late spring.

Three Americans-Michael Hopkins, Victor Glover
and Shannon Walker-and Japan’s Soichi Noguchi will
blast off at 7:27 pm Sunday (0027 GMT today) from
the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. In May, SpaceX
completed a demonstration mission showing it could
take astronauts to the ISS and bring them back safely,
thus ending almost a decade of reliance on Russia for
rides on its Soyuz rockets.

“The history being made this time is we’re launching
what we call an operational flight to the International
Space Station,” NASA administrator Jim Bridenstine

told reporters Friday. The launch will be attended by
Vice President Mike Pence and second lady Karen
Pence. The crew will dock at their destination at around
11 pm tonight (0400 GMT Tuesday), joining two
Russians and one American onboard the station, and
stay for six months. The Crew Dragon earlier this week
became the first spacecraft to be certified by NASA
since the Space Shuttle nearly 40 years ago.

It is a capsule, similar in shape to the spacecraft
which preceded Space Shuttle, and its launch vehicle is
a reusable SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.  At the end of its
missions, the Crew Dragon deploys parachutes then
splashes down in water, just as in the Apollo era.

NASA turned to SpaceX and Boeing after shuttering
the checkered Space Shuttle program in 2011, which
failed in its main objectives of making space travel
affordable and safe.

The agency will have spent more than $8 billion on
the Commercial Crew program by 2024, with the hope
that the private sector can take care of NASA’s needs in
“low Earth orbit” so it is freed up to focus on return
missions to the Moon and then on to Mars. — AFP

Biden heralds shift 
in US strategy 
toward Venezuela
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump’s election
defeat marks the end of a hardline pressure policy
designed to oust Venezuela’s leftist president Nicolas
Maduro, and the arrival of Joe Biden in the White
House in January could pave the way for a political
solution to the crisis in that country.

Acute tension marked the Trump administration’s
ties with Maduro, whose second term as president is
not recognized by some 50 countries, led by the US.
They consider opposition leader Juan Guaido to be
the legitimate leader of oil-rich Venezuela. Trump’s
strategy of sanctions to strangle the Venezuelan econ-
omy included a veiled threat of military force to topple
Maduro-he warned often that “all options are on the
table.” But it failed, and Maduro remains in power in
the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas.

The economy, meanwhile, is a basket case, with

Venezuelans enduring hyperinflation and shortages of
food, medicine and just about everything-including
such basics as soap and toilet paper.

Once relatively comfortable middle-class people
now report going hungry and losing weight. Millions of
people have fled the country. With Biden in power,
however, a shift in strategy can be expected.

Juan Gonzalez, who has advised Biden on Latin
American issues, wrote in Americas Quarterly in July
that a Biden administration would take “serious meas-
ures” to address Venezuela’s humanitarian mess.

It will also apply “intelligent sanctions” as part of a
broad international strategy to restore democracy, he
wrote. “The overriding goal of the United States in
both countries must be to press for a democratic
change,” Gonzalez wrote. Diego Area, associate direc-
tor of the Washington-based Atlantic Council, said
Biden “now has an historic opportunity to lead an
international coalition to promote a political solution
for Venezuela.”

But this will not be easy and Biden will need bipar-
tisan support in Washington, Area said. “I think it is
achievable. It takes time. We won’t see a regime
change or a democratic transition happening in the
short term,” Area predicted. Christopher Sabatini, a
Latin America researcher at Chatham House, a

London-based think tank, said US policy will not
change with Biden, the goals still being to ensure a
peaceful democratic transition and address the
humanitarian crisis.

Rather, Sabatini said, “the change will be in using
the administration’s sanction policy as more of a flexi-
ble tool rather than a blunt instrument to promote con-
structive, effective negotiation for Maduro’s exit.”
“This will also provide an opportunity for international
collaboration and collection action, which until now
has been lacking,” he said.

Another analyst, Michael Camilleri of the Inter-
American Dialogue, said, “Biden’s policy toward
Venezuela will be grounded in reality rather than the
wishful thinking that we’ve seen under the Trump
administration.” The reality, he said, is that Maduro
presides over a dictatorship that systematically vio-
lates people’s human rights, and the country is mired in
a worsening humanitarian crisis.

“But also the reality that the bombast and vague
threats of military action that we’ve seen from Trump
will not solve the crisis in Venezuela,” said Camilleri.
Benjamin Gedan, an adviser to the Latin America pro-
gram at the Wilson Center in Washington, said it is
hard to be optimistic about prospects for change in
Venezuela. —AFP

This handout photo released by NASA shows a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket with the company’s Crew Dragon spacecraft
onboard illuminated by spotlights on the launch pad at Launch Complex 39A as preparations continue for the Crew-1
mission, on Saturday at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida. — AFP

In this file photo taken on February 07, 2015, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and US Vice President Joe Biden
pose for photographers prior to their trilateral talks during
the 51st Munich Security Conference (MSC) in Munich,
southern Germany.  — AFP


