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News in brief

Revelers defy cracker ban in Delhi

NEW DELHI: Toxic smog blanketed India’s capital
early yesterday after firecrackers were set off
throughout the night to mark the country’s biggest
annual festival Diwali despite a ban, further wors-
ening the city’s air quality levels. India’s environ-
mental court had imposed a ban to stop millions of
the explosives being lighted up to mark the Hindu
Festival of Light, stressing that residents were
already reeling from the impact of the coronavirus
pandemic and the pollution crisis that arises every
winter. But the sound of firecrackers regularly was
heard in the city of 20 million people late Saturday,
and sporadically on Sunday.  —AFP

Mexico surpasses 1m COVID cases

MEXICO CITY: Mexico surpassed one million
COVID-19 cases on Saturday, registering 5,860
new infections over the previous day in a country
with one of the world’s highest death tolls from the
virus, the government said. A total of 1,003,253
people have now tested positive for the virus in
Mexico, said health ministry official Ricardo
Cortes. The death toll meanwhile reached 98,259,
including 635 registered over the past day, he
added. Mexico has the world’s fourth-highest
death toll from the virus behind the United States,
Brazil and India, according to an AFP tally based
on official figures. It also has the 11th highest num-
ber of infections. Cases have been spiking in a
number of areas of the country.  —AFP

Belarus police arrest dozens 

MOSCOW: Police in Belarus yesterday arrested
dozens of people in Minsk demonstrating against
Alexander Lukashenko, leader of the ex-Soviet
country, a witness said and several media outlets
reported. The witness said police used rubber bul-
lets against the protesters. Interfax news agency
said police had used tear gas to disperse the
crowd near the Pushkinskaya metro station.
Mobile internet has been also down across the
city, according to the witness. Belarus is in a
political crisis as tens of thousands of Belarusians
have taken to the streets each week since an
election in August, calling for Lukashenko to
resign after 26 years in power. Lukashenko has
rejected opposition accusations that the election
was rigged in his favor.  —Reuters 

Greece bans gatherings 

ATHENS: Greek police yesterday announced a
ban on public gatherings of four or more people as
hospitals were overwhelmed with coronavirus cas-
es, ahead of the annual anniversary of a 1973 anti-
junta uprising. Greece on Saturday said it would
shut primary schools, kindergartens and daycare
centers as coronavirus deaths crossed a thousand.
The anti-junta demonstration is a treasured
anniversary for many Greeks, and more than
30,000 people demonstrated in Athens and other
major cities last year under a heavy police pres-
ence. At least 24 people were killed in the 1973
crackdown, an event generally considered to have
broken the junta’s grip on power and helped the
restoration of democracy. —AFP

WASHINGTON: With Kamala Harris poised to
become the first female vice president of the United
States, and with a record number of women elected
to Congress-including more Republicans than ever-
considerable history will be made when they all take
office in January.

The 56-year-old Harris, a senator, former prose-
cutor and the running mate of President-elect Joe
Biden, will notch a slew of firsts when she is sworn
in on January 20: as the first US female vice presi-
dent and the first Black in that position, as well as
the first person of South Asian descent. 

“Together, we showed little girls across the
country what’s possible,” she said Friday on Twitter.
It was the latest echo of a speech Hillary Clinton
delivered in 2016 in recognizing her defeat by
Donald Trump. “I know we have still not shattered
that highest and hardest glass ceiling”-that of the
White House-”but someday someone will, and
hopefully sooner than we might think,” the defeated
Democratic candidate said.

Clinton then directed these words of encourage-
ment to the country’s “little girls”:   “Never doubt
that you are valuable and powerful and deserving of
every chance and opportunity in the world to pur-
sue and achieve your own dreams.”  Since Clinton
pronounced those words four years ago, women
have transformed the face of American politics-both
in Congress and, soon, in the White House. 

“With Kamala Harris, a lot of glass ceilings were
shattered in one day,” said Amy Dacey, a former
chief executive of the Democratic National
Committee now at American University. Ron Klain,
whom Biden has named as his chief of staff, has said
Harris will play a “significant” role, Dacey noted.
“And I think (Biden will) bring in a lot of women at
all levels of the administration.”

Analysts expect Biden to appoint either progres-
sive senator Elizabeth Warren or Federal Reserve

official Lael Brainard, a former Treasury undersec-
retary, to head the Treasury-a position never filled
by a woman. The United States might also see its
first woman secretary of defense. Michele Flournoy,
a former Pentagon number three, has been fre-
quently mentioned. 

There are only two women in the Trump cabinet:
transportation secretary Elaine Chao and education
secretary Betsy DeVos. Several women have served
Trump as senior advisors or as White House
spokesperson. But the Republican billionaire has
also frequently sparked controversy with insulting
or sexist comments about women. In October, he
referred to Harris as a “monster.” 

‘A substantive impact’  
Americans in 2018 had already elected a record

number of women. On November 3, they broke that
record. “This election shows continued progress for
women in America,” said Kelly Dittmar, director of
Rutgers University’s Center for American Women
and Politics (CAWP).

“It importantly will have a substantive impact on
American politics,” she told AFP, “because in addi-
tion to literally bringing themselves to government,
they bring their lived experiences and distinct per-
spectives that are still under-represented.” While
some results of the November 3 election are not yet
final, at least 140 women will take seats in Congress
when it returns on January 3, according to CAWP.

There are currently 127 women in Congress, or
23.7 percent of the 435 seats in the House of
Representatives and the 100 in the Senate.  While
that percentage will rise to 26 percent in January,
women still have far to go-they represent half the
US population.

Democratic women will claim 105 seats in
Congress (89 in the House and 16 in the Senate).
Republican women, for their part, will occupy 35

seats (27 in the House and eight in the Senate) —
considerably fewer than their Democratic counter-
parts but still a big increase from the current 22.
Women Republican candidates “performed better
than expected,” Dittmar said.

“They would still be significantly under-repre-
sented, but this should send a message about both
their electability, and hopefully increase their influ-
ence within the party to ensure that more women

get elected in the future.”    Asked on Friday about
the record number of Republican women elected,
House speaker Nancy Pelosi-the first woman to
occupy that position-said she would “congratulate
and welcome each and every one of them.”

But then the Democratic speaker, rounding the
House total upward, quickly emphasized that her
party was still doing better by women, casually
adding: “Of course, we have 90.” —AFP
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Harris leads record wave of elected 
women changing face of US politics

PHILADELPHIA, PA: A display of books about President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris is displayed for sale at the University of Pennsylvania book store, where the Biden Center for
Diplomacy and Global Engagement was named after him in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. —AFP

Ethiopians fleeing 
fighting return to 
Sudan camps
HAMDAYIT, Sudan: Two decades since Burhan
Yussef left the Um Raquba camp where he had
sought refuge from devastating famine in his home-
land of Ethiopia, the 77-year-old is returning.

Yussef this week arrived in eastern Sudan, after
fleeing Ethiopia’s northern Tigray region for a sec-
ond time to save his life, joining long columns of
thousands of others to escape intense fighting, air-
strikes, rocket attacks and artillery barrages.
“Returning is not a good feeling,” Yussef said.

He trekked out of Ethiopia in plastic sandals and
leaning on a stick for support, crossing the river
that marks the frontier by squeezing precariously
into a small boat, crammed with other exhausted
and terrified Ethiopians seeking safety. Yussef is
supported by his daughter, who grew up as a
refugee in Sudan in the wake of the Ethiopia’s
1984-5 famine.

Many recount similar stories of suffering. “The
war made me come back,” said Gabriel, a 40-year-

old farmer who has also become a refugee again,
asking to be identified by his first name because he
feared for his safety. He too grew up as a child as a
refugee in Sudan, before building a new life at
home in Ethiopia. Now he has been forced to flee
once again.

“I am filled with immeasurable sadness, because
when I left, 20 years ago, I never thought that I
would come back as a miserable refugee,” Gabriel
said, standing dejectedly as he waited for a hand-
out portion of kisra, a Sudanese pancake made
from sorghum grain. “I don’t know how long I will
have to relive the terrible situation that has been
mine since I was born.”

Refugee numbers grow 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, the win-

ner of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize, announced last
week he had ordered military operations in Tigray,
saying the move came in response to attacks on
federal military camps by the regional ruling party,
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). On
Saturday, Tigrayan leaders said they had ordered
rocket attacks on two airports and threatened to
strike neighbouring Eritrea, raising fears that the
escalating conflict could spread.

The escalation of violence has sparked deep
concerns that a conflict Abiy Ahmed vowed

would be quick and contained could destabilise
the broader Horn of Africa region. The United
Nations r ights chief  Michel le Bachelet  has
warned of possible war crimes in Tigray, while aid
workers fear a the region faces a major humani-
tarian crisis. —AFP

Ethiopians fleeing intense fighting in their homeland
of Tigray, cook a meal as they gather in the bordering
Sudanese village 8, east of the town of Gadaref, on
November 13, 2020. Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed, winner of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize,
ordered military operations in Tigray last week,
shocking the international community which fears the
start of a long and bloody civil war.

Peru president faces 
calls to resign after 
3 protesters killed
LIMA: The head of Peru’s Congress has called for
the “immediate resignation” of interim president
Manuel Merino after a violent crackdown on
protests against his new government left at least
three dead and more than 60 injured. Thousands
have taken to the streets in days of protests against
Merino following the ouster of his popular prede-
cessor Martin Vizcarra, who was impeached on cor-
ruption allegations on Monday.

“I ask Mr. Merino to evaluate his immediate res-
ignation,” Congress head Luis Valdez said in a
statement Saturday night to Channel N television.
Lawmakers will meet in an emergency session to
discuss Merino’s resignation, a statement released
later on the Congress Twitter account said. The ulti-
matum came after news of the death of three pro-
testers during a massive and peaceful march in
Lima, which was violently repressed by police firing
shotgun pellets and tear gas.

Lima mayor Jorge Munoz, from the same center-

right Popular Action party as Merino, also demand-
ed the resignation of the president. “I just found out
about the third death” in the protests, said the
Archbishop of Lima, Carlos Castillo, deploring the
police crackdown in a statement to state television.

Police reported two deaths, while the National
Human Rights Coordinator indicated it was investi-
gating whether there were four. The Ombudsman’s
Office said the first fatality, a 25-year-old man, was
killed by pellet shots to the head and face. At least
63 protesters were injured, the health ministry said.
The police tactics have been criticized by the UN
and rights organizations such as Amnesty
International since the protests began on Tuesday.

Ministers resign 
Seven of the 18 ministers in Merino’s cabinet

announced their resignation Saturday night after
the police crackdown, according to local media. The
political crisis appeared to be heading towards the
resignation of Merino, whose whereabouts were
unknown early Sunday.

“I’m calling him and I can’t get through, I have no
idea if he has resigned. I’m not a fortune teller,”
Prime Minister Antero Flores Araoz, the govern-
ment’s number two, told RPP radio.

Lima’s international airport said it was closed
due to the night curfew. Merino has remained silent

since the crackdown on Saturday and the call for his
resignation.

At around 2:00 am (0700 GMT) Sunday, the
government released a photo of Merino meeting
with his cabinet, but doubts arose as to when it was
taken because it showed the health minister who
had resigned hours earlier. —AFP

LIMA: A demonstrator, supporter of Peruvian ousted
President Martin Vizcarra, falls as he is injured during
clashes with riot police following a protest against the
government of interim president Manuel Merino in
Lima on Saturday.  —AFP

Moldova torn between 
Russia and West in 
presidential runoff
CHISINAU, Moldova: Moldova began voting yester-
day in the second round of a tightly contested presi-
dential election pitting a pro-European challenger
against the country’s Moscow-backed incumbent.
The tiny ex-Soviet nation votes under the watchful
eye of Russia, which wants polarized Moldova to
remain in its sphere of influence as several Kremlin-
aligned governments are rocked by political unrest.

In the first round vote earlier this month, pro-
European Maia Sandu-a 48-year-old center-right
politician-won a surprise victory. Sandu, who
worked for the World Bank and briefly served as
prime minister, won over 36 percent of the vote

against pro-Russian incumbent Igor Dodon’s 33
percent.

“Today, you have the power to punish those who
robbed you, who reduced you to misery and forced
you to leave your home,” she said Sunday after vot-
ing in the capital Chisinau, in a clear allusion to her
rival who was targeted by accusations of corruption
during his term.

The appeal has resonance in one of Europe’s
poorest countries where as many as 40 percent of
Moldova’s citizens are estimated to have travelled
abroad to work. Sandu also called for “maximum vig-
ilance” against possible fraud. Dodon, meanwhile,
said he “voted for peace”, “social justice” and
“Christian values”. 

“We must maintain good relations with the
European Union and with Russia,” he said.

Caught off guard by the electoral setback in the
first round, Dodon urged his supporters at a rally on
Friday to turn out for the vote and take to the streets
after Sunday’s ballot to “protect our victory”. —AFP

CHISINAU:  Moldovan President and presidential candi-
date Igor Dodon and his wife Galina cast their ballots at
a polling station during the second round of Moldova’s
presidential election in Chisinau yesterday amid the
ongoing coronavirus disease pandemic. —AFP


