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AUGUSTA: Dustin Johnson teed off in yesterday’s
final round of the Masters trying to capture the
green jacket by turning a 54-hole major champi-
onship lead into victory for the first time in four
attempts. Should the 36-year-old American, who
grew up only  an hour ’s  dr ive  north  of  Augusta
National, come out on top he would be the first cur-
rent world number one to win the Masters since
Tiger Woods in 2002.

“If I want to win, I’m going to have to go out and
keep playing aggressive,” Johnson said. “There are a
lot of good players out there, so I’m going to have to
play really well.” Johnson, whose only major win
came at the 2016 US Open, fired a bogey-free sev-
en-under par 65 Saturday to match the 54-hole
course record of 16-under par 200. That gave him a
four-stroke edge over South Korea’s Im Sung-jae,
Australian Cameron Smith and Mexico’s Abraham
Ancer, with South African Dylan Frittelli on 205 and
world number three Justin Thomas sixth on 206.

Those nearest pursuers to Johnson have only one
major  win  between  them, the  2017  PGA
Championship victory by American Thomas. While
Johnson has only lost majors when carrying a 54-
hole lead, he has never enjoyed as wide a margin as
he owns at Augusta National, which lacks its usual
atmosphere with spectators banned as a COVID-19
safety measure. Johnson stumbled at the 2010, 2015
and 2018 US Opens and in August at the 2020 PGA
Championship, where he settled for a runner-up
spot. “If I can play like I did (Saturday), I think it will
break that streak,” Johnson said. “It’s just 18 holes of
golf. I need to go out and play solid.”

In the swing   
Johnson’s approaches were impressive, setting up

a tap-in eagle at the par-5 second and five birdies. “I
feel like I’m swinging really well,” Johnson said. “If I
can just continue to give myself a lot of looks at
birdie, I think I’ll have a good day.” If he breaks 70,
Johnson would shatter the 72-hole Masters scoring
record, the 18-under 270 set by Woods in 1997 and
matched by Jordan Spieth in 2015.

Players have taken full advantage of rain-softened
conditions at Augusta National, although drying
greens promised a formidable challenge over the
final round. Johnson, the PGA Player of the Year, has
won or been second in five of his past six starts,
including a victory at the Tour Championship. After
finishing sixth at the US Open in September, he con-
tracted Covid-19 last month and missed two events,
but was a runner-up last week at Houston.

Johnson, a runner-up in three of the past six
majors including last year’s Masters, would silence
critics of his missed opportunities with a victory. But
there will be challengers trying to emulate the record
eight-stroke Masters last-round winning comeback
by Jack Burke in 1956. Rory McIlroy, needing a green
jacket to complete a career Grand Slam, went 66-67
after an opening 75 but stood eight adrift of Johnson.
“I think I’ve left myself too far back after the bad
first day,” McIlroy said. “But I’ll go and give it a good
effort and see where that leaves me.”

Tiger starts 11 back
Defending champion Woods teed off sharing 20th on

211 after back issues limited him Saturday, when he was

forced to play 26 holes. He could only manage 71 and 72
after matching his best-ever Masters start with a 68.
“I’m going to get a little bit sore,” Woods said. “That has
always been the challenge with my back issues and I
guess will always continue to be.” Im and Ancer, each
making his Masters debut, could become the first new-
comer to swipe the green jacket since Fuzzy Zoeller in
1979. Ancer, trying to become the first Mexican to win a
major title, and Smith could become the first golfers to
shoot four rounds in the 60s in 84 editions of the
Masters. Im could become only the second Asian man to
win a major crown after South Korean Yang Yong-eun
captured the 2009 PGA Championship. —AFP

Johnson eyes Masters win to 
end fourth round major hex
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Accomplished mountaineer and world class skier Johnny Collinson prepares to perform in Alaska. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Dustin Johnson fires a bogey-free seven-under par 65

Zverev under a cloud 
as he bids for second 
ATP Finals title
LONDON: Alexander Zverev will begin his challenge
at the ATP Finals today still under a cloud in the wake
of accusations of domestic abuse by his former girl-
friend Olga Sharypova. The German, ranked seventh in
the world, responded to the allegations after arriving in
London for the eight-day event that will bring the cur-
tain down on the season. “I am looking forward to
playing, but the last few days the focus has shifted a
little bit to the off court,” Zverev, the champion in
London in 2018, said in a statement. “While I very
much regret that those allegations have been made, I
have to stick to my initial thing of them being untrue
and continue to deny them.

“These accusations are just unfounded, untrue. We
had our ups and downs, but the way our relationship
was described in the public is not how it was. That’s
not who I am, not how I was raised by my parents.”
Zverev, 23, reached the final of the Paris Masters this
month but his on-court performances have been over-
shadowed by the comments of former Russian junior
player Sharypova. Sharypova said in an the interview
with Racquet Magazine that she does not want to
press charges.

“It makes me sad the impact that such accusations
can have on the sport, on the outside world, on myself as
well,” Zverev said of the accusations. The ATP Tour
issued a statement this week saying that it condemns
any form of violence or abuse. “In circumstances where
allegations of violence or abuse are made against any
member of the Tour, legal authorities investigate and
due process, we then review the outcome and decide
the appropriate course of action. “Otherwise we are
unable to comment further on specific allegations.”
Zverev starts against Daniil Medvedev today.  —Reuters

AUGUSTA: Dustin Johnson of the United States lines up
a putt on the first green during the final round of the
Masters at Augusta National Golf Club yesterday in
Augusta, Georgia. —AFP

News in brief

Champions Flamengo held 1-1 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilian champions Flamengo missed
a chance to move into joint top spot in the Serie A table
on Saturday when they were held 1-1 at home by Atletico
Goianiense. Bruno Henrique gave Flamengo the lead right
on half time after running on to a sumptuous pass from
Thiago Maia but Ze Roberto took advantage of poor
defending to equalise for the visitors on the hour mark.
Atletico beat Flamengo 3-0 in the opening match of the
season but they are currently just three points above the
relegation zone and without a win in their last six games.
With title rivals Atletico Mineiro and Sao Paulo both win-
ning, Flamengo drop into fourth place with 36 points, two
behind leaders Atletico, who have played a game less.
Atletico Goianense are in 14th spot in the 20-team table
with 24 points. —Reuters

England Women’s Super League

LONDON: Manchester United came back from two goals
down to seal a 2-2 draw over rivals Manchester City at
Leigh Sports Village on Saturday, retaining their top spot
in England’s Women’s Super League. Forward Chloe Kelly
gave City an early lead when the 22-year-old flicked the
ball from close range amid chaos in the United box fol-
lowing a corner and midfielder Laura Coombs doubled
their lead before the break with a long-distance goal.
Casey Stoney’s United, however, bounced back in the
second half when new signing Tobin Heath halved the
deficit with a 54th-minute goal, capitalizing on an error
from City who tried to play from the back. The US inter-
national cut inside from the left side before firing into the
top corner of the near post. Scottish forward Kirsty
Hanson found the equaliser 20 minutes later, volleying
home a rebound after her first-time effort was blocked by
goalkeeper Ellie Roebuck. —Reuters

Atletico return to top spot 

SAO PAULO: Atletico Mineiro lost an early goal but came
back to beat Corinthians 2-1 away from home on
Saturday and return to the top spot in Brazil’s Serie A.
Davo gave Corinthians a 1-0 lead with a fifth-minute
header but former Corinthians player Guilherme Arana
equalized for the visitors when he fired home an angled
shot following a cute backheel by new signing Eduardo
Vargas. Marrony’s goal seven minutes from time sealed
the win for Atletico and lifted them back into first place
ahead of Internacional, who went down 2-0 at Santos.
Atletico are now two points clear of Inter and have a
game in hand over their rivals. Corinthians are in 11th
place in the 20-team table.  —Reuters

Rampant Gremio in 4-2 win 

PORTO ALEGRE: Four different players got their name
on the scoresheet for a rampant Gremio in their 4-2 win
over Ceara in Porto Alegre on Saturday. Jean Pyerre
and Pepe put the home side 2-0 up after 33 minutes and
although Kelvyn got one back for Ceara with a deflect-
ed shot just minutes later Diego Souza restored
Gremio’s two-goal cushion before halftime. Diego
Churin made it 4-1 with a header after 70 minutes and
Tiago Pagnussat got a late second for Ceara. The win
lifted Gremio into sixth place in a competitive Serie A,
just three points behind the leaders. Only seven points
separate the top eight clubs. Ceara are in 13th place in
the 20-team table.  —Reuters

PSL: Karachi in final 

KARACHI: The Karachi Kings reached their maiden
final Saturday after outlasting the Multan Sultans in a
thrilling tie-breaker finish as Pakistan’s Super League
resumed eight months after stopping due to the pan-
demic. The match at Karachi’s National Stadium went
into a Super Over after 40 overs ended with both
teams tied on 141 - thanks to Kings skipper Imad
Wasim hitting a last-minute boundary. The local team
scored 13-2 in the Super Over, with the Sultans falling
four runs short. The Sultans managed a below-par 141-
7 in their 20 overs after they were sent in to bat, with
former England all-rounder Ravi Bopara scoring a 31-
ball 40 spiced with three boundaries and a six. The
Sultans’ Sohail Tanvir, a former Pakistan paceman,
turned the match on its head in the 17th over as the
Karachi Kings were seemingly cruising to victory,
needing just 26 runs in the last four overs. Tanvir dis-
missed Babar Azam off the third ball and Chadwick
Walton for two. —AFP

Spanish Ambassador 
visits Tennis Complex
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis
Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah invited the Spanish Ambassador to
Kuwait, Miguel Moro Aguilor to visit Sheikh Jaber
Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah international Tennis
Complex. The Ambassador was keen to visit the
facility after learning that it includes one of the most
important Spanish Tennis Academies - Rafa Nadal
Academy Kuwait (RNAK). Ambassador Miguel
Moro Aguilar toured the complex - accompanied by
(RNAK) General Manager Martijn Belgraver and the
academy’s administrators.

The Spanish Ambassador described the complex
as an artwork of architecture of the highest stan-

dards, and commended the efforts of the investor in
the project - Tamdeen Group. He said the complex is
one of the best in the world and hoped that it will
enhance the sport of tennis in Kuwait and the region. 

The Spanish Ambassador thanked Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
his invitation.  The Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis Complex
includes; one indoor center court with 5,000 seats;
one outdoor center court with 1,500 seats, eight
outdoor courts, 8 indoor courts, Rafa Nadal
Academy Kuwait, head quarters and offices of
Kuwait Tennis Federation, Arab Tennis Federation
in addition to the Mall 360.

Al-Fatat Club (B) 
team wins (3x3) 
Basketball tournament 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Al-Fatat Club (B) were declared champi-
ons of the women (3x3) Basketball open tourna-
ment after they defeated Al-Fatat (A) 17-15 in their
final match that was held at the Basketball hall at
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah Complex. Al-Qurain (C)
club took third place - defeating Qurain (D) 9-7.
The final match was attended by a Member of
Parliament Ahmad Al-Fadhel, Municipal Council
member Maha Al-Baghli, Chairman of Basketball
Federation Rashid Al-Enezi, Head of the Women
Committee at Kuwait Olympic Committee Fatima
Hayat and other dignitaries. 

16 teams participated in the tournament and the
matches were highly competitive and exciting.

Municipal council member Maha Al-Baghli lauded
the organizers of the tournament adding that “we
are seeing the quality moves women sports are
making, and that such tournaments will encourage
women to go for sports”.

KBA Chairman Rasheed Al-Enezi thanked the

women committee member for their efforts.
Meanwhile Chairman of Al-Fatat Club Fadhila Al-
Shuwailan said she was happy with the first tourna-
ment of the season. She thanked the women com-
mittee and Basketball Association for the organiza-
tion and their cooperation.


