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Hamilton takes seventh title in style
Lewis Hamilton wins record-equalling 7th F1 world title

PARIS: This combination of file photographs shows the 94 victories held by British Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton from June 10, 2007 to November 15, 2020. Lewis Hamilton, 35-year-old, became Formula One’s record all-
time race-winner yesterday, when he claimed his 94th victory in the Turkish Formula One Grand Prix to seal the title of seven Formula One world wins.— AFP 

ISTANBUL: Lewis Hamilton secured a record-
equalling seventh Formula One world title yesterday 
after winning the Turkish Grand Prix and then 
warned pretenders to his crown “I’m only just get-
ting started!” After a momentous drive from sixth on 
the grid in wet and treacherous conditions, the 
Briton matched Michael Schumacher’s haul of driv-
ers’ crowns with three races of the season remain-
ing. The 35-year-old sealed his latest title 12 years 
after his first with a typically measured masterclass, 
handling the slippy early conditions to claim his 
94th career win. 

It was widely declared as one of his finest tri-
umphs and entirely appropriate on the day he 
drew alongside the German in the record books. 
“That’s for all the kids out there that believe in 
the impossible,” said an emotional Hamilton on 
Mercedes’ team radio. “You can do it.” Later he 
claimed he still had the hunger for more titles 
and paid tribute to his team and fans after a sea-
son in which he led his sport in supporting the 

Black Lives Matter movement. 
“I feel like I’m only just getting started. Physically, 

I’m in great shape. And mentally this year has been 
really hard for millions of people and it’s no different 
for us athletes,” he said. “This has been a challenge 
that I didn’t know how to get through, but with the 
help of Team LH I managed to get through.”  
Hamilton, who sealed his first title in 2008, added to 
his unprecedented roster of records-most wins with 
94, most pole positions (97), most podium finishes 
(163) and most consecutive points finishes (47). He 
added: “We dreamed of this when I was young. “I 
remember watching Michael win those world cham-
pionships. To get one or two or even three is so hard. 
“Seven is unimaginable. There is no end to what we 
can do together, me and this team.” 

 
Blew away rivals    

He lapped his team-mate and only remaining title 
rival Valtteri Bottas, who finished 14th after a desul-
tory outing, to claim his 10th victory in 14 races of a 

season delayed by the coronavirus pandemic. 
Hamilton came home over half a minute clear of 
Racing Point’s Sergio Perez. Both chose to make 
only one pit-stop and spent most of the race on a 
single set of intermediate tyres as their rivals pitted 
several times to cope with the slippery conditions. 

Hamilton’s old rival, four-time former champion 
Sebastian Vettel, finished third ahead of his Ferrari 
team-mate Charles Leclerc, Carlos Sainz of 
McLaren and, after a wild and impulsive afternoon, 
Max Verstappen in the leading Red Bull. Alex Albon 
came home seventh in the second Red Bull ahead of 
Lando Norris in the second McLaren, Lance Stroll, 
who had started from his maiden pole position for 
Racing Point, and Daniel Ricciardo of Renault. 

This latest triumph gave Hamilton an unassailable 
lead over 31-year-old Bottas, with two races in 
Bahrain and the season-closing Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix to come. Vettel, who grabbed a podium finish 
on the final lap, was the first man to congratulate 
Hamilton in the pits, leaning into the Englishman’s 

cockpit to tell him he had made history. Bottas said: 
“He deserves it fully - he is the best of all of us this 
year and he really deserves it so it’s great for him. 
“So I will have to try to beat him next year.” 
Tributes flooded in from his fellow drivers and 
motorsport’s president Jean Todt, and from beyond 
the F1 family. 

“Game recognizes game. From all of the Barça 
family, congratulations @LewisHamilton on your 7th 
@F1 World Championship!” tweeted La Liga giants 
Barcelona. Kenya’s world marathon record holder 
Eliud Kipchoge added his congratulations, telling 
Hamilton: “Longevity is equal to experience, this is 
what inspires the world!” Mercedes boss Toto Wolff 
said that the team’s success had been even more 
significant coming in a time of the global coron-
avirus health emergency. “This year has been very, 
very special, in difficult circumstances for everyone 
around the world. “I hope that we’ve entertained 
and that’s why coming on top after such a year in 
such a tough race, it’s exceptional.” — AFP 

VALENCIA: Suzuki’s Joan Mir won the 
MotoGP world title yesterday a week after 
finally securing his maiden Grand Prix tri-
umph at the same Valencia circuit. The 23-
year-old from Mallorca inherited the crown 
left vacant by the injured six-time champion 
Marc Marquez when finishing seventh in the 
Valencia Grand Prix won by Italy’s Franco 
Morbidelli. The ecstatic new champion bet-
ter known for diligence and perseverance, 
was able to make a rare celebration. 

Pulling wheelies and screeching his 
smoking tyres in front of the paddock, there 
were no fans but his family where there to 
celebrate too. “I’ve been fighting for this all 
my life, I can neither laugh nor cry but I’m 
flooded with emotions,” said Mir. This was 
the first MotoGP title won by a Suzuki rider 
since 2000. As this often chaotic and memo-

rable season entered its end game Mir’s guts 
and endurance saw him emerge as a worthy 
champion. Mir’s championship has been a 
model of consistency with three second 
places and three thirds before a single win 
from 13 races. Born in Palma, he first rode a 
motorcycle at a nearby track aged six, under 
the watchful eye of his father. Many years 
later the early promise delivered a world 
title. “It really hasn’t sunk in,” said Mir at the 
finish line. “It’s a wonderful moment and I’m 
so happy.” 

After a season of solid consistency, Mir 
held a 37-point lead meaning he only needed 
to finish on the podium in the penultimate 
race to secure the title, while fourth would 
have been enough if neither Alex Rins nor 
Fabio Quartararo won. Frenchman 
Quartararo ruined any chance he had of pro-
longing the title race with a fall that put him 
out of the race. The 21-year-old had often 
looked the most likely inheritor to Marquez. 
But the Yamaha-SRT rider championship 
was already in a serious wobble when he hit 
the deck on the first lap of last weekend’s 
race and his luck did not improve yesterday. 

Morbidelli won the penultimate race of 

the season, leading from pole until the very 
last lap when he came under intense pres-
sure from Australian Jack Miller. “I just came 
up short,” said the Australian. “There was 
quite a bit of tailwind that just stopped me 
getting the win but we’re happy to back on 
the box (podium) though.” Morbidelli and 
Miller played cat-and-mouse overtaking 
each other several times over the final tight 
corners. Earlier yesterday Spain’s Jorge 
Martin stole in at the death to win the Moto2 
race, overtaking his compatriot Hector Garzo 
and Italy’s Marco Bezzecchi just ahead of the 
finish line. 

This marked a second win of the season 
for Martin, who was Moto3 champion in 
2018. The title itself will go down to the wire 
in Portugal next week with championship 
leader Enea Bastianini of Italy on 194pts after 
his sixth place in Valencia leading British rider 
Sam Lowes by 14 points. In the lower ranks 
starting 13th on the grid Italy’s Tony Arbolino 
won the Moto3 GP to climb third in the 
standings with 159 pts. Spain’s Albert Arenas 
was fourth on the day and leads the champi-
onship on 170pts ahead of Japanese rider Ai 
Ogura of Honda 162. —AFP 
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VALENCIA: Petronas Yamaha SRT’s Italian rider Franco Morbidelli (front), Pramac 
Racing’s Australian rider Jack Miller (right) and Red Bull KTM Factory Racing’s 
Spanish rider Pol Espargaro compete in the MotoGP race during the Valencia Grand 
Prix at the Ricardo Tormo circuit in Valencia yesterday. — AFP 


