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News in brief

Candidates urge independent  
judiciary, slam govt meddling

Hopefuls also call for general amnesty, national reconciliation 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Candidates running in the Dec 5 general 
elections yesterday called for granting full inde-
pendence to the judiciary and criticized what they 
called government interference in the National 
Assembly, as campaigning continues. Candidate 
Marzouq Al-Khalifa, contesting from the fourth con-
stituency, said the independence of the judiciary is 
the guarantee for justice. He called on the next 
Assembly to approve a law to guarantee the inde-
pendence of the judiciary, a second to allow chal-
lenging judges’ verdicts and a third to Kuwaitize the 
judiciary. 

MP Abdullah Fahhad, bidding for re-election from 
the same district, said attempts to politicize the judi-
ciary must be totally rejected, adding that he backs 
the independence of the justice system. Other candi-
dates claimed that the government has been strongly 
interfering in Assembly affairs, and in some cases 
setting its agenda and influencing its decisions. 

MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei, running in the fifth 
constituency, said there are lawmakers who are 
under the government “umbrella and sponsorship”, 
and as a result, “the government does what it wants 
whether it is right or wrong”, and the victims are the 
Kuwaiti people. Candidate Khaled Al-Khamees from 
the third constituency said the government has been 
interfering in the Assembly, adding the Assembly is 
no more the house of the people and has become the 

house of the government. 
He said that if the opposition forms a majority, the 

Assembly is dissolved and snap polls are called, 
adding that if the Assembly passes a law that the 
government dislikes, the Cabinet rejects the legisla-
tion. MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei, bidding for re-election 
from the second constituency, called for appointing a 
commoner prime minister to end the decades-old 
tradition of appointing the prime minister from the 
ruling family. 

Candidates also called for national reconciliation 
and for pardoning a number of leading opposition 
figures who have been living abroad to escape jail 
sentences over political cases. Candidate Mutlaq Al-
Otaibi, contesting in the fifth constituency, called for 
issuing a pardon for opposition politicians and allow-
ing them to return, saying this should lead to national 
reconciliation and end disputes. 

Candidate Abdulaziz Al-Samhan said national rec-
onciliation is needed in the new era, adding that most 
Kuwaiti politicians living abroad have been convicted 
for minor cases, including over tweets. MP Adel Al-
Damkhi, running in the first constituency, said he will 
continue demanding a general amnesty and national 
reconciliation in the next Assembly if elected. 
Candidates have resorted to virtual election cam-
paigns this year because of the coronavirus pandem-
ic as authorities have banned rallies. Other candi-
dates are also using television and the press to publi-
cize their agendas.

Amir receives National Guard chief

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Head of the National 
Guard HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah with the attendance of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

81K expats left till June  
 
KUWAIT: Statistics show that the number of 
expats in the workforce dropped in the period 
from June 2019 until June this year, with a slight 
increase in the number of Kuwaitis (7,908), as 
new work visas are still not being issued, 
reported Al-Qabas Arabic daily. Statistics from 
the manpower authority show that nearly 
81,000 expats left the workforce in this period - 
37,000 domestic helpers and 43,000 other for-
eign employees from eight nationalities. 
Presently, the total number of domestic helpers 
stands at 724,432.

‘Jetman’ killed in Dubai 
 
DUBAI: Frenchman Vince 
Reffet, part of the “Jetman” 
team which has performed 
groundbreaking stunts above 
Dubai using jetpacks and car-
bon-fiber wings, was killed in 
a training accident yesterday, 
a spokesman said. The acci-
dent, which happened at 36-
year-old Reffet’s Jetman base 
in the desert outside the city, 
is now under investigation. Reffet’s exploits went 
viral earlier this year, with video of him taking off 
from the ground and climbing to 1,800 m over 
Dubai’s waterfront, in a feat reminiscent of Marvel’s 
“Iron Man” and hailed as a world first. — AFP 

Vince Reffet

Twitter rolls out ‘fleets’  
 
SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter said yesterday it was 
rolling out tweets which disappear after 24 hours, 
joining rival social platforms in offering ephemeral 
messages. The new “fleets” which had been tested 
in several countries in recent months are “for shar-
ing momentary thoughts” and aim to bring in users 
who want to avoid having their comments become 
permanent fixtures, according to a Twitter blog 
post. The move gives Twitter a new tool in com-
peting with the likes of Snapchat, which made dis-
appearing messages popular, and Facebook, which 
has also adopted the idea.  — AFP  

WASHINGTON: Two months before he is due to 
leave office, US President Donald Trump asked top 
aides about the possibility of striking Iran’s nuclear 
facilities, The New York Times reported Monday. 
During a meeting at the Oval Office last Thursday, 

the outgoing Republican leader asked several top 
aides, including Vice President Mike Pence, 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, General Mark Milley, “whether he 
had options to take action against Iran’s main nuclear 
site in the coming weeks”, the newspaper said.  

The senior officials “dissuaded the president 
from moving ahead with a military strike”, warning 
him that such an attack could escalate into a broad-
er conflict in the last weeks of his presidency, the 
Times wrote. “He asked for options. They gave him 
the scenarios and he ultimately decided not to go 
forward,” a US official said. 

Iranian government spokesman Ali Rabiei said 
any military action would be met with a crushing 
response, but added that he personally found it 
unlikely Washington would want to create instabili-
ty. “Our summarized response has always been that 
any action against the people of Iran will be met 
with a crushing response,” Rabiei told a news con-
ference yesterday. He said his “personal opinion, not 
that of the government spokesman” was that “there 
might be attempts” but he did not expect “that they 
would want to bring insecurity to the world and 
region”. 
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SAN GABRIEL, California: In this file photo taken on July 4, 2018, the US flag is 
carried by Boy Scouts during a parade to celebrate Independence Day. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Almost 100,000 
victims of sexual abuse that took 
place in the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) had come forward by Monday 
evening, the deadline to receive com-
pensation from the organization, a 
lawyer for the victims told AFP. “As of 
today, 95,000 claims have been filed,” 
attorney Paul Moses told AFP.  

The figure, revealing the scale of 
alleged abuse committed over 
decades by scout leaders, dwarfs the 

roughly 11,000 complaints believed to 
have been filed in recent years against 
the Catholic Church. “It’s by far the 
largest sexual abuse scandal in the 
US,” Moses said, adding that scouting 
has long offered a “perfect petri dish” 
for pedophiles: “Boys have taken an 
oath of loyalty, they are away from 
their parents, in the wilderness.”  

“We are devastated by the number 
of lives impacted by past abuse in 
scouting and moved by the bravery of 
those who have come forward,” the 
scouting organization said in a state-
ment. “We are heartbroken that we 
cannot undo their pain. We intention-
ally developed an open, accessible 
process to reach survivors and help 
them take an essential step toward  
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FARIDABAD, India: An Indian street 
dog that lost its front legs after being 
run over by a train has found a new 
home in Britain after enduring a year 
of therapy and learning to walk again 
with prosthetic limbs. The three-year-
old mutt was found “covered in 
blood” and her forelegs badly injured 

by a Railway Protection Force consta-
ble at Faridabad in northern Haryana 
state last October, People for Animals 
India president, Ravi Dubey, told AFP. 

The officer carried the wounded 
canine - now named Rocky - to one of 
PFA’s shelters, where she was rushed to a 
hospital. “It is almost impossible to save 
such a badly injured dog,” veterinarian 
Mahesh Verma said in a video shared by 
the shelter. “There was a lot of bleeding... 
we arranged a healthy dog and trans-
fused blood.” Doctors had to amputate 
her forelegs, leaving her with stumps. Her 
back legs were also badly injured. 

Continued on Page 2 
FARIDABAD, India: Rocky, a female dog that lost her front legs in a train acci-
dent, rests at the People For Animal Trust yesterday. — AFP 
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