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ISTANBUL: Lewis Hamilton and his Mercedes team
will face a ferocious new challenge from their rivals
next season when he begins his pursuit of a record
eighth world title. After a dismal season that has seen
them fail to register a win, Formula One’s most famous
team, Ferrari, will invest heavily in bouncing back
while Red Bull, who have been closest to matching
Mercedes, seek more consistency and speed to close
the gap.

For the newly crowned seven-time champion, who
has taken strength from his noisy support for human
rights and global welfare, it will mean a rigorous tussle
for his crown with the “new generation” of drivers led
by Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc. On Sunday,
both younger men fell prey to their relative youth and
made mistakes while Hamilton, making full use of his
experience and maturity, produced a flawless drive for
a remarkable triumph that brought him to tears.

“When I came across the line, it really hit me and I
just burst into tears,” he told reporters. “I didn’t want
the visor to come up and people to see the tears
because I always would say you will never see me cry.
“I remember watching other drivers cry in the past
and I was like ‘I am never going to do that’, but it was
too much...” Hamilton’s old rival and friend, four-time
champion Sebastian Vettel, may also emerge as a
threat with his new team, Aston Martin, if the potential
shown this year by the former Racing Point outfit can
be realized. 

Sergio Perez, who is due to relinquish his seat to
Vettel  next month, f inished second ahead of the
German’s Ferrari on Sunday. The most likely scenario,
however, is a repeat of the Briton’s supremacy with
Mercedes on top and team-mate Valtteri  Bottas
mounting another bid for the title. Their rivals may run
them hard and close, but with a package of new regu-
lations due in 2022, next season is unlikely to offer the
same opportunity for a reset.

Mercedes will also have one eye on the future when
the racing restarts in Melbourne in March and they
may be vulnerable, but in Hamilton, as the Turkish
Grand Prix proved again, they have the ace in the F1
pack, regardless of age. Since he recovered from los-
ing the 2016 title to then-team-mate Nico Rosberg,
Hamilton has reeled off four consecutive title triumphs
to become the sport’s most successful driver in terms
of numbers.

‘Just getting started’ 
His victory in treacherous conditions from sixth on

the grid at Istanbul was one of his very best and
brought him another record formerly held by Michael
Schumacher: most wins by a driver with the same team
- 73. The German won 72 times with Ferrari, but

Hamilton passed that mark on the same day he equaled
his titles total and did so in 26 fewer races. He also
holds records for most wins, poles, podiums and points
finishes. 

Verstappen, hailed as the sport’s next mega-star,
acknowledged that weight of evidence in a tribute to
the Englishman after his own error-strewn weekend
confirmed he remains a work in progress. On Sunday,
however, Hamilton warned that he felt like he “is only
just getting started”, explaining that the Black Lives
Matter movement has given him energy and purpose.
At 35, as his sport’s first and only black champion, he
has become the face, voice and conscience of F1 and is
using that platform to support the issues that have
ushered in promises of change this year. 

“When I was younger, I didn’t have anybody in the
sport that looked like me so it was easy to think that
it’s not possible to get there because nobody of your
color has ever been there. You don’t see any black
people in F1,” Hamilton said. “Hopefully, this sends a
message to the kids that are watching ... that it doesn’t
matter where you come from, whatever your back-

ground, it is so important for you to dream big. “You
can create your own path and that is what I have been
able to do-and it has been so tough.”

Hamilton has said becoming the most successful
Formula One driver of all time means nothing unless he
can help tackle racism and push for change. The
Mercedes driver became world champion for the sev-
enth time in Turkey on Sunday, equaling the record
previously held by Ferrari great Michael Schumacher.
The 35-year-old Briton now has more career wins,
pole positions and podiums than the retired German,
however, and plans to add to those records.

“Competing and winning championships is  a
g r e a t  t h i n g , b u t  wh a t  d o e s  i t  r e a l ly  m e a n ?  I t
doesn’t mean anything unless you can help push for
change,” he told the Guardian newspaper in an
interview published on Tuesday. “I cannot keep
silent during this t ime.” The interview was con-
d u c t e d  by  M i ch a e l  E b o d a , ch i e f  exe c u t ive  o f
Powe r f u l  M e d i a ,  wh o s e  a n nu a l  Powe r l i s t  o n
Tuesday named Hamilton as Britain’s most influen-
tial Black person. —Agencies

Hamilton fired up to resist 
the ‘new generation’ again 

Photo of the day

MTB freerider Remy Morton relaxes before riding in New Zealand. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Success means nothing without change, says Hamilton

ISTANBUL: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton celebrates on the podium after winning the Turkish
Formula One Grand Prix at the Intercity Istanbul Park circuit in Istanbul. Lewis Hamilton won the race to
seal his 7th World Championship. —AFP

Athletes will not be 
forced to get COVID 
vaccinations: Bach
TOKYO: International Olympic Committee President Thomas
Bach said yesterday that athletes would not be forced to get
COVID-19 vaccinations ahead of the Tokyo Olympics, but he
said they should as a “demonstration of solidarity” with the
Japanese. Bach visited the Athletes’ Village yesterday before
concluding his two-day Tokyo trip with a visit to the National
Stadium. “We will encourage athletes that whenever possible
they have the vaccination because it is better for their health,
and it is also a demonstration of solidarity with their fellow
athletes and also the Japanese people,” said the German.
Bach’s trip, his first to Japan since the decision to postpone
the Games in March, has been up-beat throughout and he
has spoken about the great impact a vaccine could have on
Tokyo’s ability to host the Olympics next year. More than
11,000 athletes are expected to descend upon Tokyo for the
Olympics, which are due to begin on July 23, with thousands
more coming for the subsequent Paralympics. However, when
pressed whether athletes were going to jump the queue to
get any potential vaccine before the Games, Bach was
adamant this wouldn’t be the case. “We made it clear from the

very beginning that the first priorities are for the nurses, med-
ical doctors and everybody who keeps our society alive,
despite the coronavirus crisis,” Bach told reporters at the
National Stadium.

“These are the people who deserve to be the first ones
to be vaccinated.” Tokyo 2020 organizers are holding a
project review meeting this week and hope to decide on a
range of COVID-19 counter-measures, including whether
spectators will be allowed in venues next year. A small
group of anti-Olympics protesters gathered outside the sta-
dium during Bach’s visit, and their chanted slogans could be
heard as he walked alone down the running track and
looked up at the empty seats surrounding him. —Reuters

News in brief

La Liga slashes wage cap 

MADRID: La Liga has slashed spending limits for
its clubs by 610 million euros ($724.25 million) for
the 2020-2021 season due to the financial impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Spain’s top soccer
league said yesterday. Barcelona’s salary cap has
been cut to 382.7 million euros from last season’s
671 million euros, while defending champions Real
Madrid can spend 468 million euros, down 172.5
million euros from last season’s spending limit.
Barcelona, who posted an after-tax loss of 97 mil-
lion euros for the 2019-20 financial year, initiated a
fresh round of pay cuts last month despite opposi-
tion from several players. The club had earlier
imposed a temporary pay cut of 70% lasting from
March to June, and got rid of several high earners,
including striker Luis Suarez and playmaker Ivan
Rakitic, in the close season. —Reuters

Option to use 5 substitutes 

LONDON: England’s Premier League must reconsid-
er its position on limiting clubs to making only three
substitutions per match as injuries mount amid a con-
gested schedule, national team boss Gareth Southgate
has said. Soccer’s rule-making body, the International
Football Association Board (IFAB), gave leagues the
option of continuing to use five substitutes per match
in the 2020-21 campaign after introducing the system
earlier this year, with games coming thick and fast
after the COVID-19 pandemic truncated the length of
the season. While other top European leagues have
taken up that option, Premier League clubs voted
against it, though Southgate’s call echoed complaints
from a chorus of club managers asking for a change
following injuries to England internationals Jordan
Henderson, Raheem Sterling and Ben Chilwell. “We
were able to make five changes against Belgium, we
made four in the end and clubs don’t have that option,”
Southgate told reporters. —Reuters

Ronaldo ‘break my record’

TEHRAN: Former Iran striker Ali Daei has said he
would be honored to see Cristiano Ronaldo break his
record for the most goals in international soccer as
the Portugal forward moves closer to his tally of 109.
Ronaldo, the only other centurion in the men’s inter-
national arena, has scored 102 goals in 168 appear-
ances since his debut in 2003. “I would congratulate
him directly,” Daei was quoted as saying by Tasnim
news agency. “Ronaldo has scored 102 goals with
Portugal so far and will beat my record, I’m sure, but
he still has seven goals to go. “It would be a real hon-
or for me if a player of his caliber could beat my
record. Ronaldo is one of the best players not only of
this era, but ever. He’s an absolute phenomenon.”
Daei, who captained Iran and retired in 2006,
reached his mark in 148 appearances.  —Reuters

All Blacks slip to third 

LONDON: Three-times world champions New
Zealand have slipped to third in the World Rugby
rankings after their shock defeat by Argentina in the
Tri-Nations over the weekend, with England moving
up to second behind current world champions South
Africa. The All Blacks, who were number one in the
rankings between 2009-2019, briefly dropped to
third after last year’s World Cup semi-final defeat by
England but moved up to second after beating Wales
for the bronze medal. Argentina, who beat the All
Blacks for the first time in 30 attempts, were the
biggest climbers in the top 10, moving up two places
up to eighth. Wales and Japan dropped to ninth and
10th respectively as a result. South Africa remained
on top despite not having played a test since last
year’s World Cup final. England moved up to second
after Eddie Jones’ squad thumped tier-two side
Georgia 40-0 in their opening fixture of the Autumn
Nations Cup.  —Reuters

Better visuals for VAR calls

LONDON: FIFA has asked technology companies
to develop ways to improve visuals to help its offi-
cials with close video assistant referee (VAR) deci-
sions on offsides, the global soccer governing body
said yesterday. The current system, which involves
the use of dotted lines to determine whether a play-
er is offside, has come under fire following a string
of controversial calls in Europe’s top leagues. In a
bid to improve the system, FIFA said companies
would be provided with “anonymised datasets” of
offside decisions based on which they should pres-
ent possible solutions. FIFA also said that three
technology providers have expressed an interest in
developing semi-automated technology to improve
the review process for offside incidents. “The aim of
this development phase is to further improve the
algorithms of the systems based on a collection of
datasets from hundreds of different offside inci-
dents,” the governing body said. —Reuters

TOKYO: International Olympic Committee (IOC) presi-
dent Thomas Bach (center) wears a face mask as he
visits the National Stadium in Tokyo yesterday.  —AFP

Hamilton: World
champion some 
find hard to like
PARIS :  Lewis  Hami l ton  has  jo ined  Michae l
Schumacher as the most successful driver in Formula
One’s history - yet despite all the acclaim, the sev-
en-time world champion divides opinion. With 20.6
million Instagram followers Hamilton is by a country
mile the most popular member of the Formula One
grid, supported by an army of loyal fans known as
‘Team LH’. “The greatest sportsman this country has
ever  p roduced  -  no  doubts ,”  twee ted  fo rmer
Manches te r  Un i ted  and  Eng land  de fender  R io
Ferdinand after Hamilton crossed the finish line in
Istanbul on Sunday.

Yet Hamilton’s rise to F1 legend status has been
accompanied by articles in his homeland exploring
the same question - ‘why is he disliked?’ Just as in
Schmacher’s all-conquering era with Ferrari, Hamilton
and Mercedes have become victims of their own suc-
cess. Mercedes are accused in the court of public
opinion of being too good and turning the sport into
a tedious procession-they have won the last seven

constructors titles and Hamilton has won the last four
world drivers titles.

Hamilton tackled the issue last season. “It’s not
how F1 should be, but it is what it is right now and it
has been like that in the past,” he said. “But it is not
our fault these guys are good at their jobs.” For The
Times’ Rebecca Clancy, Hamilton’s decision to move
to first Switzerland and then Monaco-in part to pay
less tax-was at the heart of any anti-Hamilton senti-
ment. Another obstacle for some British F1 fans was
the support of the once mighty McLaren team which
powered him to his first title in 2008. “Britons like
underdogs,” explained The Sun. —AFP

ISTANBUL: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton
(front) leads a pack of car during the Turkish Formula
One Grand Prix at the Intercity Istanbul Park circuit in
Istanbul. —AFP


