
WASHINGTON: US President-elect Joe Biden will
name his first cabinet picks today, his chief of staff said,
even as Donald Trump clung to unsubstantiated claims
of fraud despite growing dissent from within his own
party. Biden has pushed ahead with preparations to
assume the presidency on January 20, regardless of
Trump’s bid to undo the results of the November vote.

“You are going to see the first of the president-
elect’s cabinet picks on Tuesday,” Biden’s chief of staff,
Ron Klain, told ABC’s “This Week” on Sunday.

Several US news organizations, including Bloomberg
and The New York Times, reported that the president-
elect will nominate seasoned diplomat and long-time
aide Antony Blinken as secretary of state. Biden also
said last week he had already decided his pick for the
key position of Treasury Secretary.

US media also widely reported he will name Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, who served as assistant secretary
of state for Africa under President Barack Obama, as his
UN ambassador. A growing number of Republicans
have either recognized Biden’s victory or at least urged
the General Services Administration-the usually low-
profile agency that manages the federal bureaucracy-to
release federal funds for the Biden transition.

With Trump refusing to acknowledge the election
outcome, Biden and his top aides have been denied
briefings on sensitive domestic and foreign policy
issues-most urgently the coronavirus pandemic batter-
ing the country. Former New Jersey governor Chris
Christie, who in 2016 advised the Trump transition, said
on ABC that the president’s legal team was a “national
embarrassment.”

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, another prominent
Republican, told CNN that Trump was making the
country look like a “banana republic,” later tweeting the
president should “stop golfing and concede.”

Trump has golfed on every weekend day since the
election, though he took part virtually in the conference
of the G20 leading economies this weekend-skipping a
Saturday session on the pandemic.

And even Representative Devin Nunes, an ardent

Trump loyalist, conceded backhandedly on Fox News
that Biden had “run a successful campaign from a
basement.”

‘Without merit’ 
Trump again tweeted on Sunday about “massive

numbers of fraudulent ballots,” a claim dismissed by a
long list of judges in several states. Appearances by
Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani have drawn

mockery, as have claims by another former member of
his legal team, Sidney Powell.

Powell has alleged baseless conspiracy theories
involving a possible hack of the election, earning her
widespread derision but also praise from some of
Trump’s most ardent supporters.

Giuliani announced Sunday that Powell had been
dropped from the team.

Trump’s latest legal setback came Saturday, when
Pennsylvania judge Matthew Brann threw out the presi-
dent’s fraud claims in a scathing judgment. Pennsylvania
was a must-win state, and flipped to Biden after backing
Trump in 2016. Brann’s ruling paved the way for
Pennsylvania to certify Biden’s victory in the state.

Biden won the state-by-state Electoral College votes
that ultimately decide who takes the White House by
306 to 232. The Electoral College is due to formally vote
on December 14, with state certifications to take place
beforehand.

‘Incredibly damaging’ 
State certification of popular vote results in presi-

dential elections is usually routine. But Trump’s refusal
to concede has raised concerns that he could cause
long-term damage to public trust in the voting system
that underlies US democracy. The judgment in
Pennsylvania came hours after Republicans also
requested a delay in certification in Michigan, another
battleground state won by Biden.

They requested a two-week delay to allow a full
audit of results in Wayne County-home to majority-
black Detroit, which overwhelmingly voted for Biden.
Michigan’s board of canvassers, which includes two
Democrats and two Republicans, was due to meet later
to certify the results.

There were reports that a Republican member of the
board was considering voting against certification.
Biden has so far moderated his criticism of Trump’s
actions, though he has spoken of “incredibly damaging
messages being sent to the rest of the world about how
democracy functions.” — AFP
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News in brief
Trump campaign drops Powell 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s campaign
announced Sunday it was no longer working with a
member of the president’s legal team who was
widely mocked for alleging baseless conspiracy
theories related to the November 3 election.
“Sidney Powell is practicing law on her own. She is
not a member of the Trump legal team,” the presi-
dent’s personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani said in a state-
ment. “She is also not a lawyer for the president in
his personal capacity.” Trump had tweeted on
November 14 that Powell would be a member of his
legal team, alongside Giuliani and campaign legal
adviser Jenna Ellis. —AFP

Guatemalans protest for second day

GUATEMALA CITY: Hundreds of Guatemalans
took to the streets for a second day Sunday to
demand the resignation of President Alejandro
Giammattei, following the passage of a budget that
has sparked outrage in the impoverished Central
American nation. Masked protesters filled the central
square in front of the old government palace in the
historic center of the capital. They carried signs with
slogans including “I would rather die as a rebel than
live as a slave” and “Giammattei out.” Sunday’s
peaceful protests came the day after demonstrators
partially burned down the Congress building.  — AFP

US Ice Bucket Challenge activist dies 

WASHINGTON: An American man who helped
drive the global phenomenon known as the Ice
Bucket Challenge to tackle a deadly neurodegenera-
tive disease has died at the age of 37, his team said
Sunday. Patrick Quinn, from New York state, was
diagnosed with ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, in 2013. “It is with great sadness that we must
share the passing of Patrick early this morning,” his
team wrote in a post in Quinn’s ALS advocacy
Facebook group, “Quinn for the Win.” “We will
always remember him for his inspiration and courage
in his tireless fight against ALS.” — AFP

Archbishop of Albania discharged 

ATHENS: Archbishop Anastasios, the head of
Orthodox Church of Albania, was being discharged
yesterday after 12 days of hospitalization in a coro-
navirus unit, Greek hospital Evangelismos said.
The 91-year-old had tested positive for the new
coronavirus early November and despite the fact
he had only mild symptoms, because of his age and
heart problems, he was transported from Tirana to
Athens and was admitted to the Evangelismos hos-
pital.  — AFP

Panel may probe Zuma walkout

JOHANNESBURG: A South African panel hearing
testimonies about rampant state corruption during
Jacob Zuma’s reign, yesterday said it would ask
police to investigate the former president after his
walkout last week. “I have decided to request the
secretary of the commission to lay a criminal com-
plaint with the South African police against Mr Zuma
so that the police can investigate his conduct,” the
commission’s chair and deputy chief justice Raymond
Zondo said in a statement. — AFP 

NAIROBI: Forces of Ethiopia’s Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) have destroyed an airport in
the ancient town of Axum, state-affiliated media said
yesterday, after advancing federal troops gave them a
72-hour ultimatum to surrender. Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed has told the TPLF, which had been ruling the
mountainous northern zone of 5 million people, to lay
down arms by Wednesday or face a final assault on the
regional capital Mekelle.

TPLF leader Debretsion Gebremichael told Reuters
that threat was a cover for government forces to
regroup after what he described as defeats on three
fronts. There was no immediate response from either
side to the other’s latest comments, and Reuters could
not confirm their statements. Claims by all sides are
hard to verify because phone and internet communica-
tion has been down.

Hundreds, possibly thousands, have been killed in
fighting and air strikes that erupted on Nov. 4, sending
about 40,000 refugees into neighboring Sudan. The
conflict has spread beyond Tigray, with the TPLF firing
rockets into both neighboring Amhara region and
across the border to Eritrea. International appeals for
mediation, from the United Nations and around Africa
and Europe, have so far not gained traction.

Heritage town
The broadcaster Fana said TPLF troops had

destroyed the airport at Axum, which lies northwest of
Mekelle and is a popular tourist draw and UNESCO
World Heritage site. Axum’s history and ruins, includ-
ing fourth century obelisks when the Axumite Empire
was at its height, gives Ethiopia its claim to be one of
the world’s oldest centers of Christianity.

Legend says it was once home to the Queen of
Sheba and Ethiopians believe an Axum church houses
the Ark of the Covenant. The United Nations’ humani-
tarian coordinator for Ethiopia, Catherine Sozi, urged
safety guarantees for aid workers, Mekelle’s more than
half a million inhabitants, and their health, school and
water systems. Abiy’s government has repeatedly said
it is only pursuing TPLF leaders and facilities to
restore law and order after they rose up against feder-
al troops. It denies hitting civilians.

“Our women and men in uniform have shown great
care to protect civilians from harm during the law
enforcement operation they have carried out in Tigray
so far,” its taskforce for the Tigray conflict reiterated
yesterday.

The TPLF says Abiy has “invaded” their region to
dominate them and is inflicting “merciless” damage on
Tigrayans. “We are people of principle and are ready
to die in defence of our right to administer our region,”
TPLF leader Debretsion added in a text message to
Reuters. Debretsion was a signals and intelligence offi-
cer for the TPLF during their war against the
Communist Derg dictatorship in the 1980s and later
earned a degree in electronic engineering from Addis
Ababa University. He rose to the rank of deputy prime
minister in the Ethiopian government when it was
dominated by the TPLF.

The TPLF accuses accuse Abiy, a former military
comrade and partner in government, of marginalising
their ethnic group since becoming prime minister two
years ago. He has removed Tigrayan officials from
influential roles in government and the military and
detained some on rights abuse and corruption charges.
Abiy, whose parents are from the larger Oromo and
Amhara groups, denies any ethnic undertones, saying
he is legitimately pursuing criminals and preserving
national unity.—Reuters

HUMERA: A damaged tank stands abandoned on a road
as a truck of the Amhara Special Forces passes by near
Humera, Ethiopia, on Sunday. — AFP

France ex-president 
Sarkozy goes on 
trial for corruption
PARIS: Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy went
on trial yesterday for attempted bribery of a judge, a
potentially humiliating postscript to a career tainted by
legal woes. Though he is not the first modern French
head of state in the dock-his predecessor and political
mentor Jacques Chirac was convicted of embezzlement-
Sarkozy is the first to face corruption charges.

The inquiry also saw Sarkozy taken into police cus-
tody for questioning in 2014, another first for a former
president. He fought furiously for six years to have the
case thrown out, denouncing “a scandal that will go
down in history”. “I am not a crook,” the 65-year-old,
whose combative style made him one of France’s most
popular politicians, told BFM TV this month.

Prosecutors say Sarkozy promised the judge a plush
job in Monaco in exchange for inside information on a
separate inquiry into claims he had accepted illicit pay-
ments from L’Oreal heiress Liliane Bettencourt during his
2007 presidential campaign.

Part of the evidence comes from wiretaps of phone

conversations between Sarkozy and his longtime lawyer
Thierry Herzog authorized as part of another inquiry
into suspected Libyan financing of Sarkozy’s 2007 cam-
paign. That inquiry is still going on, though Sarkozy
caught a break this month when his main accuser
retracted a central claim of having delivered millions of
euros in cash from Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi.
Sarkozy and Herzog had argued the wiretaps breached
client-lawyer privilege but the courts dismissed their
complaints. Charged with bribery and influence ped-
dling, Sarkozy risks a prison sentence of up to 10 years
and a fine of one million euros ($1.2 million). Herzog
faces the same charges and a further allegation of violat-
ing professional secrecy. The trial, set to begin at 1:30
pm (1230 GMT), is expected to last until December 10.

Investigators discovered that Sarkozy used an alias-
Paul Bismuth-to buy a phone for secret talks with his
lawyer. The pair discussed reaching out to a top French
judge Gilbert Azibert, who prosecutors say was tasked
with getting information trying to sway the Bettencourt
inquiry in Sarkozy’s favour.

In exchange, Sarkozy would use his contacts to try to
secure the cushy Monaco post for Azibert, who is also
on trial. “I’ll make him move up,” Sarkozy told Herzog,
according to prosecutors, who compared his actions to
those of a “seasoned offender”. But later, Sarkozy
appeared to back away from the Monaco plan-a sign,
according to prosecutors, that the two men had been
tipped off about the wiretaps. — AFP 

Israeli minister 
invites Aoun to 
direct border talks
JERUSALEM: Israel’s Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz
has invited Lebanese President Michel Aoun to direct
talks in Europe on their countries’ disputed maritime
border, a rare outreach between nations still technically
at war.  Israel and Lebanon opened negotiations on the
border dispute under US and UN auspices last month
to clear the way for offshore oil and gas exploration.

Last week, Steinitz on Twitter accused Lebanon of
undermining the talks by continuously shifting its posi-
tion and trying to widen the disputed area under nego-
tiation.  That sparked a Twitter response from Aoun,
who rejected Steinitz’s charges that Lebanon had been
inconsistent.   Steinitz, in a series of tweets directed at
Aoun yesterday, in both Hebrew and Arabic, said he had
been “enjoying the dialogue that has developed
between us in recent days”.

“I am convinced that if we could meet face-to-face
in a European country in order to have open, or secret,
negotiations, we would have a good chance of resolving
the maritime border dispute once and for all.” There was
no indication on whether Aoun intended to respond to
or accept the offer.  Israel and Lebanon have been
negotiating based on a map registered with the United
Nations in 2011, which shows an 860-square-kilometre
(330-square-mile) sea area as being disputed.

But Lebanon considers that map to have been based
on wrong estimates. According to Lebanese energy
expert Laury Haytayan, Aoun’s tweet confirms that it is
now demanding an additional 1,430 square kilometers
(552 square miles) of sea further south. — AFP 

WILMINGTON: US President-elect Joe Biden speaks after
a meeting with governors in Wilmington, Delaware.
Biden will name his first cabinet picks today, his chief
of staff said. — AFP

Ethiopia says Axum airport smashed, 
Tigrayans face surrender deadline

Raped by regime, 
women still seek 
justice in Uruguay
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay: When Ana Amoros fell
prey to Uruguay’s dictatorship, the first thing her tortur-
ers did was strip her naked and hit her with a riding
crop. Then they raped her. Amoros is one of a group of
28 former political prisoners seeking justice for torture
and sexual crimes committed by the military regime that
ruled Uruguay between 1973 and 1985.

Nine years after first filing a criminal complaint
before Uruguay’s courts, the women will present their
case to the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights in March next year. The women’s quest for justice
is made more difficult by a law passed a year after the
country’s return to democracy in 1986 that blocked
investigation of dictatorship-era crimes. That allowed
some a fresh start, but for others like Amoros, it meant
suppressing the truth about regime-sponsored violence
against women. “Women’s bodies were, and still are, the
spoils of war,” said Amoros, now 72.

Considered one of South America’s most progressive
countries, Uruguay remains conflicted about its military
past. Torture, killings, enforced disappearances and oth-
er serious human rights violations were committed dur-
ing the nearly 12-year dictatorship.

“Women’s stories are only recently emerging. There
is a masculine narrative, a very masculine narrative,” said
former political prisoner Luz Menendez, 66. Menendez
was arrested and held in La Tablada, an estate outside
Montevideo used to torture leftist suspects.

She said her torturer had told her: “Girl, don’t worry,
you will leave here alive... but since you are a
Communist, you will beg God to let you die, because we
are going to drive you to the brink of madness.”

Jailed and tortured 
Like other leftist opponents of the regime, Amoros,

Menendez, Brenda Sosa, Ivonne Klingler and Anahit
Ahoranian were all in their 20s when they were impris-
oned and tortured. 

AFP reporters have collected their testimonies since
2019.  Amoros was a member of an armed anarchist
group, the Popular Revolutionary Organization-
Orientales 33. She was arrested on one of the group’s
premises she was helping to guard. She was stripped
naked as soon as she arrived at the barracks.  “They hit
you with a riding crop that they used to hit horses with,
they hit you all over your body. I was blindfolded, but I
knew that there were a lot of men.” She remembers
Colonel Gilberto Vazquez. He gave her a coffee and a
cigarette, but when she refused to answer his questions,
“he got angry,” said Amoros in a whisper.

“That was the first time he raped me. “I always
thought if that happened, I’d bite him! Scratch him! I
thought I would kick him in the genitals! I thought I
would defend myself. But I did nothing. Nothing.”—AFP

The women will present their case to the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights in March 2021. — Reuters


