
LONDON: Daniil Medvedev barged
to the head of the queue of young
pretenders as the Russian captured
the biggest title of his career by beat-
ing Dominic Thiem 4-6 7-6(2) 6-4 in
an absorbing climax to London’s last
ATP Finals on Sunday. Thiem was on
course to become the first Austrian to
win the title, following on from his
recent US Open triumph, but the
relentless Medvedev turned the tide
to strike a blow for the new genera-
tion striving to shake up the tennis
hierarchy.

There was no big celebration as he
fired an unreturnable first serve on
match point to end the two hours and
42 minutes scrap, bringing the curtain
down on 12 memorable years at the O2
Arena before Turin takes over as host
of the tournament. Fittingly the
London era ended as it began with a
Russian winner after Nikolay
Davydenko took the 2009 title. Sadly
for an event that attracted 2.8 million
fans over the years to the Thames-side
arena, the finale, a vintage edition,
played out in a silent arena because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

But the millions watching on TV will

have appreciated the skill of
Medvedev, who became only the
fourth player in ATP history to beat
the world’s top three at the same tour-
nament. He joins David Nalbandian
(Madrid 2007), Novak Djokovic
(Montreal 2007) and Boris Becker
(Stockholm 1994). “It’s amazing,”
Medvedev, who earned $1.56 million
as an unbeaten champion, told
reporters. “I beat Novak (in the
group), Rafa in the semis and Dominic,
the best players in tennis right now. It
shows what I’m capable of.”

Imaginative game
Medvedev’s imaginative game, a

blend of sledgehammer power, cun-
ning angles and unreadable serving,
proved beyond Djokovic in the group
phase and then second-ranked Rafael
Nadal in Saturday’s semi-final. The 27-
year-old Thiem appeared to have
mastered it but ultimately was over-
whelmed. “I think Dominic was a little
tired in the third set and to make him
tired in a three-set match is tough,”
Medvedev said.

His triumph came a year after a
chastening three defeats on his debut.

The only other player to achieve such
a drastic turnaround is Djokovic in
2008. After such a hot streak, includ-
ing claiming this month’s Paris
Masters, the Moscovite was due a dip
and it arrived in the first set as he
threw away a 40-0 lead on serve at 2-
2, gifting Thiem a break with a double-

fault. It proved enough for Thiem to
pocket the first set and he went for the
quick kill in the second as Medvedev’s
usually rock-solid serve and forehand
wavered. The Russian hung tough
though, saving break points at 2-2 and
3-3, and began to look menacing as
the tiebreak arrived. — Reuters

News in brief

Real Sociedad stay top of La Liga

MADRID: La Liga leaders Real Sociedad were
rewarded for their persistence as they eventual-
ly edged out Cadiz 1-0 away on Sunday to earn
a sixth consecutive league win. Sweden forward
Alexander Isak gave the dominant visitors the
lead midway through the second half, rising
highest at the far post to head in a cross from
Adnan Januzaj. The Basques had goals by Isak
and Mikel Merino ruled out for offside either
side of halftime before Isak struck, while
Merino also had a shot cleared off the line by
Cadiz defender Fali. Imanol Alguacil’s side also
barely allowed their opponents a sight of goal,
conceding only two shots in the 90 minutes,
neither of which hit the target. The victory kept
Sociedad top of the standings and took them on
to 23 points after 10 games, three ahead of sec-
ond-placed Atletico Madrid but having played
two games more. — Reuters

FIFA ban African chief for 5 years 

LAUSANNE: The head of African football
Ahmad Ahmad has been suspended by FIFA for
five years for corruption, the global governing
body announced yesterday. Ahmad, from
Madagascar, has been president of the
Confederation of African Football (CAF) since
March 2017 and was standing for re-election in
2021 when FIFA banned him for “governance
issues”. In their statement, FIFA said Ahmad had
“breached his duty of loyalty, offered gifts and
other benefits, mismanaged funds and abused
his position as the CAF President”. Ahmad has
also been fined 200,000 Swiss francs
($220,000) by FIFA for the misdeeds, which
related to “the organization and financing of an
Umrah pilgrimage to Mecca” and his involve-
ment in CAF’s dealings with a sports equipment
company. The 60-year-old, who last week stood
down from his post for 20 days after testing
positive for coronavirus, can appeal the ban
“from all football-related activity” at the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS). — AFP  

Rangers move 11 points clear

GLASGOW: Rangers moved 11 points clear at
the top of the Scottish Premiership with a 4-0
demolition of under-strength Aberdeen on
Sunday. Steven Gerrard’s men remain unbeaten
in 21 games this season and took full advantage
of Celtic’s latest slip up in dropping two points
against Hibernian on Saturday. First-half goals
from Ryan Kent and Kemar Roofe put the hosts
in command at Ibrox before Scott Arfield’s
deflected third and James Tavernier converted
his ninth penalty of the season. “We played
some incredible stuff again. Some of our move-
ment in the final third was exceptional. We are
showing that relentlessness and really executing
when we get in the right places,” said Gerrard.
“We were strong from start to finish and I man-
aged to make five changes and look after peo-
ple who have been doing a lot of travel. As far
as I’m concerned, I’m extremely happy.”— AFP 

All Blacks out silence ‘haters’ 

SYDNEY: Lock Patrick Tuipulotu said yester-
day the All Blacks want a win against Argentina
this weekend to silence the “haters” who tar-
geted coach Ian Foster after their shock loss to
Los Pumas. Tuipulotu said the players owed
Foster a strong performance in Saturday’s Tri
Nations clash after the coach bore the brunt of
criticism for the 25-15 defeat on November 14,
which followed a loss to Australia the previous
week. “The coach is the face of the squad and is
always going to get the blame if we lose two in
a row,” the Auckland Blues tight forward told a
conference call. “It’s on us to get a result and
perform well so that when he’s in the firing line
it’s for good stuff, from a good win. “It is what it
is in this day and age - you’re going to get a lot
of haters, as we call them.” — AFP 

Spurs confirm COVID losses 

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur suffered a net
loss of 63.9 million pounds ($85.45 million) in
the last financial year as the COVID-19 pan-
demic disrupted schedules and forced games to
be played in empty stadiums, the Premier
League club said yesterday. Spurs said revenue
for the year ended June 30 was 402.4 million
pounds, down from 460.7 million pounds in the
previous year. Television and media revenue
decreased from 149.9 million pounds last year
to 95.2 million pounds this year as a result of
revenue being deferred to the 2020-21 season
for games played after the year’s end. Spurs’ net
debt rose from 534.3 million pounds to 604.6
million pounds. “We are currently in the midst
of one of the most challenging times ever expe-
rienced,” chairman Daniel Levy said. — Reuters

Fluminense beat Inter 2-1 

PORTO ALEGRE: Fluminense came from
behind to win 2-1 away at Internacional on
Sunday, with one of their goals coming directly
from a corner, denting their hosts’ title chances
and bringing themselves into contention as
potential challengers. Caio Paulista got the win-
ner for Fluminense with nine minutes left, lifting
them into fifth place in the table, one point
behind Inter in fourth and four behind joint
leaders Atletico Mineiro and Flamengo. Inter
had taken the lead through Mauricio with a
quarter of an hour on the clock only for Lucca
to equalize 12 minutes into the second half with
a goal scored direct from a corner. The win
came broke a run of two consecutive defeats
for the Rio de Janeiro side.— Reuters
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Alexander Albon performs in Istanbul, Turkey. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Medvedev storms back 
to claim ATP Finals title

LONDON: Russia’s Daniil Medvedev wearing a protective face covering to combat the
spread of the coronavirus, poses with the winner’s trophy on November 22, 2020. — AFP

Russian claims the biggest title of his career

KUWAIT: Emirati wakeboarding champion and Red
Bull UAE athlete, Omeir Saeed has broken not one, but
two Guinness World Record (GWR) titles this month.
It comes as GWR celebrated its annual record-break-
ing “GWR Day” (18 November), this year celebrating
the “creativity, dedication, and passion of people
around the world following a year of lockdown and
restrictions”. Omeir, 23, beat the GWR titles for
Farthest Wakeboard Ramp Jump (Male) and Most
Wakeboard Rail Airs (Supermans) in 30 Seconds.

For his first record, Omeir achieved an impressive
21-metre jump, smashing the previous GWR of 15
metres held by France’s Jerome Macquart since 2004.
His second record saw him achieve 10 wakeboard rail
airs in 30 seconds, doubling the previous record also
set by Macquart back in 2005. Commenting on his
wins, Omeir said: “If there is one thing that I learned
from this experience, it is that we hold a big responsi-
bility to inspire the younger generation, to transfer the
message and share the passion. 

“Having this global recognition in hand makes me
proud as an Emirati, as this is certainly the jewel in the
crown of so many years of achievement and success.”
It took three years for Omeir to go from amateur to

professional, and that rapid rise showcases his passion
for the sport and the drive that is required for any ath-
lete to reach the top. Back in 2011, in Al Forsan Club in
Abu Dhabi, a 15-year-old Omeir went to “mess about”
on the water with his friends; his previous experience
with snowboarding serving the youngster well, as he
picked up the skills required to master wakeboarding
incredibly quickly.

Omeir entered the first WWA World
Championship in Abu Dhabi soon after picking up
the sport, and instantly displayed his natural ability by
finishing in fifth place - which only embedded the
wakeboarding bug in him even further. To transform
from amateur to professional in a few short years is a
remarkable story and highlights Omeir’s determina-
tion to succeed. This is shown through his interests
outside the sport, competing in events like the Wings
For Life World Run, the Spartan Race, and Desert
Warrior Challenge.

Emirati champion
wakeboarder breaks
two World Records 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: HH The Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Annual Shooting Tournament
will kick off at Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex today in the cate-
gories of shotgun, rifle and
pistol for men and women, in
addition to the Olympic
archery. The tournament will continue until Saturday.
The club has made all necessary preparations at its
facilities befitting the status of HH the Crown Prince
Shooting Tournament.

Assistant Treasurer at Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club Adnan Nasser Al-Ibrahim, on behalf of the
chairman, board members and the shooting commu-
nity, thanked HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his support and
encouragement to the shooters who could continue
to make achievements for their country Kuwait. He
said the tournament promises a strong competition
especially that the number of shooters have exceed-
ed 300, including those outstanding and members of
the national team.

Meanwhile, Deputy Technical Director for Rifle
and Pistol Abdallah Abdelaziz Al-Barakat said that a
working plan has been prepared to organize and
manage the competitions. He said ranges have been
prepared and now they are fully prepared for the
tournament. He said technical and referees commit-
tees have met and roles have been assigned. 

The emphasis is on health protocols in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic as prescribed by the health
authorities, he added. The shotgun technical director
Mishfi Al-Mutairi said that several meetings were
held with the administrative, technical and referees
committees in order to guarantee the success of the
tournament. All these preparations were made, tak-
ing into account the significance  of the tournament
at local level, he said.
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