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Kruse grabs Union’s 
winner after missing 
penalty record
BERLIN: Union Berlin striker Max Kruse endured a
bittersweet evening on Sunday as he scored the win-
ner in a 2-1 win away to Cologne but missed the
chance to break a 37-year-old Bundesliga record.
Having never previously missed a penalty in the
league, the 32-year-old looked set to become the first
player ever to score 17 out of 17 spot-kicks in the
German top flight.  Kruse’s hopes of making history
were dashed when his second-half penalty was saved
by Cologne keeper Timo Horn, but he bundled in the
rebound to seal the three points for Union. “It’s
always worked out for me from the spot in the last
seven or eight years. It’s a shame I didn’t break the
record, but it went in at the second attempt, which
makes it easier to swallow,” said Kruse. The win sees
high-flying minnows Union defend fifth place and
extend their unbeaten run to seven games. 

Liverpool loanee Taiwo Awoniyi gave the Berliners
the lead midway through a scrappy first half, the
Nigerian striker holding off two defenders in the box
to prod home his first goal for Union since joining
from Anfield last summer. Cheered on by the eerie
sound of crowd noise being played over loudspeaker
by a handful of creative supporters outside the
ground, the home side snatched an equaliser through
Ellyes Skhiri shortly before half-time. 

With 20 minutes to go, Marcus Ingvartsen was
brought down in the Cologne box, giving team-mate
Kruse the chance to make history from 12 yards.
Despite ruining his spotless record from the spot,
Kruse kept a cool head to restore Union’s lead on the
rebound.  Cologne, who hit the post in stoppage time,
are now without a win in 18 league games, in a barren
run which stretches back to March. With just three
points from eight games this season, Markus Gisdol’s
side sit second from bottom.

They were leapfrogged by fellow strugglers Mainz
on Sunday, who picked up their first win of the season
thanks to a Jean-Philippe Mateta hat-trick. The young
French striker scored three first-half goals as Mainz
shook off their early-season blues to cruise to a 3-1
victory away to Freiburg.  The 23-year-old notched up
his second hat-trick of the season to take his tally to
10 goals in all competitions. “I’m very happy about my
three goals but the three points are the most important
thing. This was a team victory,” said Mateta. Mateta
opened the scoring after just 61 seconds, breaking
Freiburg’s high line to pick up a Leandro Barreiro
through ball and stroke it past former team-mate
Florian Mueller in the Freiburg goal. —AFP

LIVERPOOL: Jurgen Klopp hailed Liverpool’s
response to an injury crisis that left him without eight
first-team regulars as a dominant 3-0 win over
Leicester moved the English champions level on
points with Premier League leaders Tottenham.
Klopp was without Virgil van Dijk, Joe Gomez, Trent
Alexander-Arnold, Jordan Henderson, Thiago
Alcantara, Xherdan Shaqiri and Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain through injury, while top scorer
Mohamed Salah was absent due to a positive coron-
avirus test. 

However, the Reds swept aside a Leicester team
who had started the weekend on top of the table to
set a new club record of 64 league games unbeaten
at Anfield. “Very (satisfying), because we deserved it
100 percent,” said Klopp. “The boys played an
incredible game against a top opponent.

“Playing them like that tonight, I do not take for
granted. The boys were on fire.” James Milner again
proved his worth as a utility man as the 34-year-old
filled in at right-back and midfield after another
injury to Naby Keita in the second-half. Milner also
provided two assists from corners as from his deliv-
ery Jonny Evans’s own goal opened the floodgates.
Diogo Jota then became the first Liverpool player to
score in his first four home league games when he
headed home Andy Robertson’s inch-perfect cross.

Kasper Schmeichel in the Leicester goal kept the
score down as he made a series of second-half saves,
notably from Sadio Mane and Jota, while Evans had a
lucky escape as the post prevented him from scoring
a second own goal. Roberto Firmino thought he had
been denied just his third league goal in 24 games

when the Brazilian’s shot came back off the post and
his follow-up was cleared by Marc Albrighton with
just 10 millimeters of the ball not over the line.

But Firmino rounded off a brilliant team perform-
ance by rising highest to meet another Milner corner.
“What people say about him is ridiculous,” said
Klopp, responding to calls for Firmino to be dropped
for Jota when Salah returns.  “You cannot be closer
to the goal than he was tonight. “It was exactly the
right goalscorer. We were so happy for him, he
played outstanding tonight.” Another muscle injury
suffered by Keita was the only negative for Klopp on
a night when his side showed they will not give up
their title easily despite losing centre-backs Van Dijk
and Gomez for the rest of the season.

Leicester boss Brendan Rodgers has now lost all
three meetings against his former club and just like
the previous meeting between the sides, which
Liverpool won 4-0 in December, the Foxes were
shown the gulf they have to bridge to become title
contenders. The end to a six-game winning run sees
Leicester fall back to fourth, two points off the top.
“First-half we were too passive in our play,” said
Rodgers. “To concede two goals from set plays is
disappointing.”

Before kick-off Liverpool paid tribute to former
goalkeeper Ray Clemence, who died aged 72 after a
long battle with prostate cancer this week. Alisson
Becker wore a replica of Clemence’s jersey from the
1981 European Cup final win over Real Madrid in
the warm-up, while his former teammates Kenny
Dalglish and Ian Rush paid their respects from the
stands. And two of Liverpool’s greatest ever players

also got the chance to show their appreciation to
the current crop, who surpassed the club record
they helped set in 63 unbeaten home league games

between 1978 and 1981. Klopp’s men remain
unbeaten at Anfield in the Premier League since
April 2017. —AFP

Injury-hit Liverpool keep setting records, trounce Leicester 3-0

‘On fire’ Liverpool respond 
in style to the injury crisis

LIVERPOOL: Leicester City’s Danish goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel (left) fights for the ball with
Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder Roberto Firmino during the English Premier League football match
between Liverpool and Leicester City at Anfield on November 22, 2020. —AFP

Lille sink Lorient
4-0, revive 
pursuit of PSG
PARIS: Turkey international Yusuf
Yazici struck twice as Lille ended a
three-game winless run in Ligue 1 with
a 4-0 victory over Lorient that cut Paris
Saint-Germain’s lead at the top to two
points. Yazici slotted home from a
Jonathan Bamba pass to put Lille ahead
on 28 minutes before flicking in a
Jonathan David cross to double the
advantage early in the second half.

The midfielder then turned provider
for Luiz Araujo to add a third for Lille
on the hour, with Jonathan David
notching his long-awaited first goal for
the club in the closing stages. It has
been a slow start to life in France for
David, who was one of the biggest
signings made by a Ligue 1 club in the
summer as Lille paid a reported 27
million euros ($32 million) to recruit
the 20-year-old Canada forward from

Belgian side Gent. Christophe Galtier’s
side reclaimed second place from
Lyon, who beat Angers 1-0 earlier in
the day courtesy of a late winner from
Zimbabwe striker Tino Kadewere.

Montpellier beat Strasbourg 4-3 in a
dramatic match to join Lyon and
Monaco on 20 points, four adrift of
PSG.  Defending champions PSG blew a
two-goal lead to lose 3-2 at Monaco on
Friday and hand the chasing pack the
chance to close the gap. Lyon, semi-
finalists in last season’s Champions
League, took advantage, but needed an
80th-minute winner from Kadewere.
“We came to win and take second and
we did it,” said Lyon coach Rudi Garcia.
“It wasn’t our best game but we’ve had
matches when we had lots of chances
but didn’t win, so that balances it out.”

The 24-year-old Kadewere, a
close-season arrival from second-tier
outfit Le Havre, has scored four Ligue
1 goals this term. Montpellier, the 2012
champions, led 2-0 through early
goals from Pedro Mendes and Andy
Delort, but Strasbourg hit back with a
brace of penalties from Kenny Lala
and Habib Dial lo. Former Wigan

Athletic striker Delort restored the
hosts ’  advantage, and although
Ludovic Ajorque leveled on the stroke
of half-time, Gaetan Laborde had the

final say midway through the second
period. Sixth-placed Marseille are
only six points off the pace with two
games in hand. —AFP

LILLE: Lille’s Croatian defender Domagoj Bradaric (left) fights for the ball
with Lorient’s French defender Houboulang Mendes during the French L1
football match between Lille OSC and FC Lorient at the Pierre-Mauroy sta-
dium in Lille on November 22, 2020. —AFP

DOHA: Brazil star Hulk converted a
late second-half penalty as Shanghai
SIPG defeated two-time champions
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors 2-1 in their
Asian Champions League clash on
Sunday. It was the Chinese side’s sec-
ond straight win in the competition
having scored an identical victory
over Sydney FC in Group H, while
Jeonbuk suffered their second loss in
three matches and are faced with an
uphill battle for survival.

In an earlier match on Sunday,
Chinese giants Guangzhou
Evergrande and South Korea’s Suwon
Samsung Bluewings had scrapped
their way to a goalless draw in Group
G, the first stalemate witnessed in the
bio-secure bubble in Doha in four
days of action. The result left
Guangzhou coach Fabio Cannavaro
fuming, who took his players to task,
saying “this is not our style” of play.

Meanwhile Hulk, who recently
completed 100 appearances for
Shanghai SIPG since he joined them
in 2016, was a constant source of
threat for the Jeonbuk defense at the
Khalifa International Stadium, rebuilt

for the FIFA World Cup in 2022. The
long-haired forward stepped up to
blast the ball into the net after fellow
Brazilian Oscar, who had a clear path
to the goal, was brought down as a
last resort in the 82nd minute. The
fast-paced match saw both sides cre-
ating chances but it was SIPG who
struck first to take the lead after 11
minutes.

Goalkeeper Chen Wei’s  long
clearance found Lyu Wenjun and the
forward stayed cool to control the
ball and drill it home with a crisp
low finish. Shanghai SIPG’s lead did-
n’t last long as Brazilian Gustavo
struck on his competition debut in
the 24th minute following an excel-
lent move down the right flank fol-
lowed by a defense-splitting cross
from Kim Bo-Kyung. Both sides had
opportunit ies after that  before
Hulk’s strike sealed the contest in
the Chinese side’s favor. Guangzhou
meanwhile, had been brimming with
confidence ahead of their first match
in the competition despite being
dethroned as Chinese Super League
champions by first-time winners

Jiangsu Suning earlier this month.

Cannavaro ‘not happy’ 
At his pre-match press conference

in Doha on Saturday, Cannavaro had
talked about how Guangzhou’s stand-
ing as two-time continental winners in
the past 10 years made them “one of
the best teams in Asia”. But after their
opening draw in Group E, Cannavaro
seemed highly perturbed. “Of course I

am not happy, not about the result,
but about the performance because
this is not our style,” fumed
Cannavaro, who was FIFA World
Player of the Year as well as the Ballon
d’Or winner in 2006. “We didn’t con-
trol the ball, we didn’t create chances
and we didn’t try to score. “You play
against strong teams and if you don’t
give 110 percent in every game, you
cannot win.”—AFP

DOHA: Guangzhou’s forward Aloisio (right) is tackled by Suwon’s midfield-
er Han Suk-Jong during the AFC Champions League group G football
match between Korea’s Suwon Samsung Bluewings and China’s
Guangzhou Evergrande on November 22, 2020.  —AFP

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Stade Rennais v Chelsea 20:55
beIN Sports HD 1
FK Krasnodar v Sevilla FC 20:55
beIN Sports HD 2
Juventus FC v Ferencvarosi TC 23:00
beIN Sports HD 3
Dynamo Kiev v FC Barcelona 23:00
beIN Sports HD 1
Borussia Dortmund v Club Brugge 23:00
beIN Sports HD 5
SS Lazio v Zenit St. Petersburg 23:00
beIN Sports HD 4
Paris Saint-Germain v RB Leipzig 23:00
beIN Sports HD 6
Man United v Istanbul Basaksehir 23:00
beIN Sports HD 2

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Hulk hits winner for Shanghai 
SIPG, Cannavaro fumes

Kansas City book 
MLS Cup playoff 
clash with Minnesota
LOS ANGELES: Kansas City goalkeeper Tim Melia
stopped three straight San Jose penalties as Sporting
trounced the Earthquakes 3-0 in a shootout to advance in
the MLS Cup playoffs following a 3-3 draw after extra time.
Kansas City, top seeds in Major League Soccer’s Western
Conference, saw Johnny Russell, Ilie Sanchez and Khiry
Shelton convert in the shootout to snag the win. Melia,
meanwhile, dived left to deny Oswaldo Alanis then went
right to stop both Jackson Yueill and Cristian Espinoza.

Melia improved to 6-0 in career shootouts. Four of
those came with Sporting and two with lower-division
Rochester and Charleston against MLS competition in

the US Open Cup. The 34 year-old went into the contest
having allowed just 14 of 26 penalty attempts he has
faced, the lowest percentage in MLS history.
“Everybody out here can hit penalties, but the one thing
is, Timmy can save them,” Sporting coach Peter Vermes
said. “I’ve never seen that before, in any game, ever.”
Melia said penalty shootouts are “different than penal-
ties in a game.”

“You’re trying to pick up little cues, you’re trying to
see what directions people are looking, tendencies of the
shooter, their run-up, their approach,” he said. “I think
it’s just another piece. You try to be the most complete
goalkeeper you are and you try to work on all different
facets of your game.” Kansas City, who missed the post-
season last year as they finished 11th in the West, booked
a Western Conference semi-final showdown with
Minnesota United, who defeated the Colorado Rapids 3-
0. Neither Sporting nor the Earthquakes could find a
goal in extra time after a frantic finish to regulation.

Sporting appeared to have won when Gianluca Busio

scored one minute into second-half stoppage time. But
Chris Wondolowski, MLS’s all-time leading goalscorer,
made it 3-3 seven minutes into injury time, drifting to the
back post to head home a left-footed cross from Cristian
Espinoza. Although Wondolowski has a league-record
166 regular-season goals, it was just his second in the
post-season. Busio had put Sporting up 3-2, the 18-
year-old seizing upon a ball flicked back from Shelton
and firing a right-footed shot into the goal.

Sporting had taken the lead in the fourth minute with
a Roger Espinoza’s header off a corner kick. Sanchez
also scored for Kansas City on a set-piece in the 47th
minute, making it 2-2. San Jose had responded to
Sporting’s early goal with two first-half strikes. Cristian
Espinoza crossed from the right flank to set up Carlos
Fierro, who fired a left-footed shot that spun in off
another player in the 22nd minute. San Jose took a 2-1
lead in the 34th, Cristian Espinoza again playing a role as
he raced up the right side and found Shea Salinas near
the penalty spot. —AFP


