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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider 
in Kuwait, took part in the International virtual 
Conference on Innovation, Creativity, and 
Entrepreneurship Ecosystem (ICICEE 2020). The 
event, held over video conferencing technology, was 
organized by Ecosystem Consultants during 19-20 
November under the patronage of Minister of 
Finance Barrak Al Sheetan.  

The event’s program witnessed wide participa-
tion from over 80 global experts, government offi-
cials, scientists, academics, and finance institutions, 
who all exchanged successful applications and 
future visions related to innovation, management, 
technology, and entrepreneurship.  

The event created a great opportunity for Zain to 
showcase its future strategic direction in the areas 
of innovation and entrepre-
neurship, which goes in line 
with the ‘New Kuwait’ vision. 
The discussion panels 
focused on enriching the 
innovation, creativity, and 
entrepreneurship setting by 
developing infrastructures 
that center around these 
three aspects. Participants 
also called for the impor-
tance of engaging the local 
community in creative, inno-
vative, and entrepreneurial activities, as well as sup-
porting the professional community by sustaining 
smart growth via technology, collaboration, educa-
tion, and other socio-economic strategies.  

During his participation in the conference as a 
main speaker, Zain Kuwait’s Chief Corporate 
Communications and Relations Officer Waleed Al-
Khashti said: “I am honored to take part in this event 
that gathers many leaders, experts, and academics 
from many sectors. Without a doubt, the discussions 
and ideas presented in this conference offer a clear 
picture of the upcoming stage through which gov-
ernment entities and the private sector will both pre-
pare their administrative and operational infrastruc-
tures to transform along with the tech wave and the 
new directions of the business sector.” 

Khashti added: “We all know that innovation is 
one of those terms that witnessed high popularity in 
recent times. This is not just because such a term 
does not create business opportunities or the ability 
to create new markets, but because it directly con-
tributes to sustainable development plans. This has 
led countries and major organizations to harness the 
potential of innovation as a means to enrich the 
position and competitiveness of their markets.” 

He continued: “For this, many governments, 
including the government of Kuwait, sought to cre-
ate a supportive atmosphere for private sector 
organizations, because they are capable of deliver-
ing innovation. If we are in need of more than mere 

ideas or a vision to create our future, then, in this 
case, we must contribute to spreading the culture of 
innovation within the business world”.  

Khashti explained that success stories in the world 
of ICT reveal that early investments makes it easier 
to justify each and every investment later. If one does 
not make the first bet, it will be difficult to keep up 
with what comes later. Large corporations are now 
aware, especially in light of the current digital trans-
formations, that they are in need of taking care of the 
intellectual models that govern the business world.  

Khashti went on to explain: “From this point 
comes change and response to innovation, as inno-
vation is the new headline for the journey of growth 
within communities. As our Kuwaiti society is a 
young one, where the youth make up the biggest 

share (around 72 percent of 
the total), and because these 
young people have so many 
ideas, visions, and aspira-
tions, then these ideas 
should surely be implement-
ed. For this, we believe that 
the youth need organizations 
that believe in their potential 
and capabilities, as well as 
support them in implement-
ing and executing these 
ideas in the real world”.  

Zain is one of the leading organizations that 
actively adopted young entrepreneurs, as the com-
pany believes in the capabilities and potential of the 
youth, and in the ideas and innovations they have to 
offer. This is especially true after the active move wit-
nessed by the Kuwaiti and regional markets towards 
initiatives and experiences in the digital space. 

Because Zain relies, as part of its strategy, on 
addressing the youth’s issues by investing in the 
future, the company has launched the Zain Innovation 
Center (ZINC), which is a leading incubator for 
entrepreneurs in Kuwait. This center aims at sup-
porting and empowering the youth and their capabil-
ities, as well as opening up new horizons for startups. 

ZINC represents an incubator for the youth’s 
innovations, and currently encourages exceptional 
minds to think in an interactive environment, offers a 
modern and innovative workplace, presents a prop-
er work environment for those who have aspiring 
ideas and visions, as well as develops and progress-
es ideas into real projects that can be executed and 
implemented. 

For Zain, ZINC represents the prominent face of 
this stage. Ideas are always affected by the care 
they receive, and if global markets look for smart 
ideas, then private sector organizations in Kuwait 
are insistently heading towards these areas as well. 
For this, Zain believes that launching incubators will 
help discover new ideas and raise new innovations.    

The idea behind launching the Zain Innovation 

Center (ZINC) came as a continuation of Zain’s 
journey that started with entrepreneurs and 
remarkable people who own bright ideas, and 
began with the Zain Great Idea accelerator pro-
gram, which currently continues within the tech and 
digital sectors.  

Khashti further explained: “We believe that inno-
vative ideas are in need of care in order to achieve 
their goals. For this, Zain’s management invited its 
employees who possess bright ideas to come for-
ward with them, where they get evaluated and con-
sidered for support. In fact, we have received tens 
of ideas from our own employees, and have went on 
to support many of them. Now, we have the Zain 
Innovation Center that adopts these ideas within a 
healthy environment, nurturing them and giving 
them the space to grow and go on to become suc-
cessful businesses.” 

He added: “The company’s management always 
encourages employees to embrace the spirit of 
innovation and creativity. We have always offered 

the proper environment for our employees to adopt 
their ideas, and we were keen on dedicating an hour 
per day to join our staff and entrepreneurs together 
to discuss ideas. Insisting on contributing to a bet-
ter future should be inclusive and dynamic, and 
should come in a way that helps people to grow and 
live prosperously. This will always be at the core of 
our priorities, and Zain will always implement its 
strategies in a way that centers around innovation. 
A generation of innovative idea owners will repre-
sent one of the greatest differences between com-
munities that step forward into the future.”  

Zain is well aware of the crucial role played by 
private sector organizations in supporting social 
and economic sustainability projects. Springing 
from its growing commitment towards practicing its 
social responsibility, the company is committed to 
printing a positive value through all its activities. 
This has led Zain to embrace the most influential 
issues in the community, including the support of 
youth, entrepreneurship, and innovation.

Khashti: Zain Innovation Center (ZINC) one of 
Kuwait’s leading incubators for entrepreneurs 
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Illegals who fail to legalize their status or leave 

the country within the stipulated period will be sub-
jected to legal measures, deported from Kuwait and 
barred from returning. 

Under the new decision, holders of temporary 
residencies (article 14) should either leave the coun-
try or legalize their stay before Nov 30 this year. 
They can legalize their stay by obtaining residency 

based on applicable rules and regulations. Those 
who fail to leave or legalize their stay will be consid-
ered as visa violators and legal measures will be tak-
en against them, according to the interior ministry. 

In a related development, the appeals court yes-
terday sentenced an interior ministry colonel and 
seven Egyptian co-workers to three years in jail 
after convicting them of trafficking in persons. The 
colonel was accused of establishing a fake company, 
and with the help of the Egyptians, recruiting 
dozens of workers for money without providing 
them with jobs. This is one of the largest trafficking 
in persons cases to be handled by Kuwaiti courts. 
The convicts were arrested several months ago dur-
ing a crackdown on visa trading by authorities.

Second amnesty 
in 2020 for illegals...
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Pfizer’s Chief Business Officer in the Gulf region 

Lindsey Dietschi expressed pleasure to cooperate 
with the Kuwaiti government in order to achieve the 
common goal of providing the potential COVID-19 
vaccine to the Kuwaiti people as soon as possible. 
She expressed hope the vaccine will save people’s 

lives, stressing that this depends on the success of 
clinical tests. 

Chief Business and Commercial Affairs Officer 
at BioNTech Shaun Marett thanked the Kuwaiti 
government for its support and confidence in 
their ability to develop a vaccine believed to be 
able to confront this global epidemic. The goal is 
to provide global supplies of a safe and effective 
vaccine against  COVID-19 to many people 
around the world as soon as possible, he said. 
Pfizer and BioNTech began obtaining regulatory 
approvals in Nov 2020 and are expected to man-
ufacture up to 3.1 billion doses globally by the 
end of 2021. — KUNA 

Kuwait to get 
COVID vaccine...
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blaze was extinguished within 40 minutes and no 

casualties were reported. The manager said distribu-
tion from the plant, which provides refined products 
including jet fuel to the country’s west, was restored 
within three hours even though the damaged tank - 
one of 13 - remained out of action. 

Mangled and charred metal debris was put on dis-
play near the damaged tank, with company officials 
saying it would be forensically examined. Aramco was 
still assessing the cost of the damage and it was 
unclear how long the repairs would take, Ghamdi said. 

British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab con-
demned the Jeddah attack, saying it contradicted the 
rebels’ claim that they were serious about ending the 
conflict. “With Yemen at risk of famine, the Houthis 
must cease their aggression and work with the UN to 
achieve peace,” Raab wrote on Twitter. 

Saudi Arabia has been targeted with dozens of bal-
listic missile and drone attacks since the start of last 

year. Ghamdi likened Monday’s incident to the Sept 
2019 assault on the Abqaiq processing plant and 
Khurais oil field in the kingdom’s east, which caused 
turmoil on global energy markets as it temporarily 
halved the kingdom’s crude output. Washington and 
Riyadh held Iran responsible for that attack. 

“What happened yesterday was another hostile 
attack, similar to what happened at Khurais and 
Abqaiq,” Ghamdi said. “However, this will only demon-
strate that Aramco’s resilience to such (a) hostile attack 
will remain, and demonstrate the reliability of our ener-
gy supply” within and outside the kingdom, he added. 

Houthi missiles and drones have mostly targeted 
Saudi Arabia’s southern provinces along their shared 
border, many of which the kingdom claims to have 
successfully intercepted. But the attack on Jeddah, 
which lies some 600 km from the frontier, is an indica-
tion of the rebels’ advancing arsenal.  

The latest attack occurred as the United States 
deliberates tagging the rebels a “terrorist organiza-
tion”, a move that has drawn concern from humanitari-
an agencies who say it could cripple aid delivery and 
tip the country into famine. Yemeni Information 
Minister Moammar Al-Eryani said the targeting of 
Aramco was a “full-fledged war crime”, adding it 
underlined the need for the Houthis to be designated 
as a terrorist organization. — AFP 

Houthi strike 
tears hole in...
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The GSA announcement will allow the president-

elect to access millions of dollars in funds and focus on 
putting together a leadership team. It also paves the 
way for Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris 
to receive regular national security briefings that 
Trump also gets. Yesterday, Biden and Harris were 
expected to formally introduce their appointments to 
critical national security and foreign policy positions in 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

Two Trump administration officials said the Biden 
agency review teams could begin interacting with 
Trump agency officials as soon as yesterday. The Biden 
transition team said meetings would begin with federal 
officials on Washington’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, along with discussions of national security 
issues. 

Biden on Monday tapped trusted aide Antony 
Blinken to head the State Department and John Kerry, 
a former US senator, secretary of state and 2004 
Democratic presidential nominee, to serve as his spe-
cial climate envoy. Biden, who plans to undo many of 
Trump’s “America First” policies, also named Jake 
Sullivan as his national security adviser and Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield as US ambassador to the United 
Nations - both with high-level government experience. 

He is likely to tap former Federal Reserve Chair 
Janet Yellen to become the next Treasury secretary, 
according to two Biden allies, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity to discuss a personnel decision that was 
not yet public. On Monday evening, Sue Gough, a 
spokeswoman for the Pentagon, said that the 
Department of Defense had been contacted by the 

Biden-Harris team. “DoD is prepared to provide post-
election services and support in a professional, orderly, 
and efficient manner that is befitting of the public’s 
expectation of the Department and our commitment to 
national security,” Gough said. 

While Trump on Monday said he backed GSA 
Administrator Emily Murphy’s decision, he and his 
advisers vowed to continue fighting the election 
results. “Our case STRONGLY continues, we will keep 
up the good ... fight, and I believe we will prevail! 
Nevertheless, in the best interest of our Country, I am 
recommending that Emily and her team do what needs 
to be done with regard to initial protocols, and have 
told my team to do the same,” Trump said on Twitter. 

Trump later said on Twitter that his team would 
move “full speed ahead” with challenging “what will go 
down as the most corrupt election in American politi-
cal history,” adding that he would “never concede”. 
Biden won 306 state-by-state electoral votes to 
Trump’s 232. Biden also holds a lead of more than 6 
million in the national popular vote. 

Murphy’s decision to allow the formal transition fol-
lowed weeks of failed legal efforts by Trump and his 
allies to overturn the election in key battleground 
states. Murphy, who was appointed to the GSA job by 
Trump, said she faced threats for not starting the tran-
sition earlier and told GSA employees in a letter that 
the decision to do so was hers alone. 

The letter came shortly after Michigan officials cer-
tified Biden as the victor in their state. Nevada 
Secretary of State Barbara Cegavske, a Republican, 
was due to meet state supreme court justices yester-
day to certify that state’s vote. Biden won Nevada by 
more than 33,000 votes, according to the Nevada sec-
retary of state’s office. Representative Don Beyer, who 
led the Obama administration’s transition at the 
Commerce Department in 2008, said on Monday that 
Murphy’s delay was “costly and unnecessary” and 
warned that Trump could still do great harm in his 
remaining time in office. — Reuters

Biden building  
team; Trump...

WILMINGTON: US President-elect Joe Biden talks to the media as he arrives at the Queen to virtually attend 
the United States Conference of Mayors on Monday. — AFP 


