
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Journalists Association’s General Assembly
approved the administrative and financial reports of the board of
directors for 2019. It also approved the estimated budget for 2020.
The assembly meeting was held on Monday at the KJA temporary
premise in Shuwaikh, and saw the approval of Al-Buzai office to act
as an auditor to inspect the association’s accounts for 2020. KJA’s

secretary Adnan Al-Rashid and Treasurer Jassem Kamal, in addition
to social affairs ministry representative Thafer Al-Ajmi and Al-Buzai
office representative Ahmad Shaalan attended the general assembly.
KJA secretary thanked general assembly members for their confi-
dence in the board of directors, and the social affairs ministry for
their cooperation.
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Liberation Tower seen through the curtains. — Photo by John Christopher

Kuwait reports
402 new COVID
cases, two deaths
KUWAIT: Kuwait listed 402 new coronavirus
infections yesterday, which health authorities said
were recorded over the past 24 hours, raising the
total number of infections to 140,795. Meanwhile,
two fatalities were recorded over the same period,
which upped Kuwait’s death toll from the outbreak

to 870, the health ministry said. The number of peo-
ple hospitalized with the virus currently stands at
6,518, with 75 of them in intensive care units, min-
istry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said, adding
that 5,583 swab tests were conducted over the same
period taking the total to 1,062,076 so far. The min-
istry had earlier yesterday reported that some 559
more people had recovered from the virus over the
past 24 hours, raising the total of those to have over-
come the disease to 133,407. The spokesman went
on to urge the public to abide by health precautions,
mainly following social distancing rules as the only
way to halt the spread of the virus. — KUNA

KJA holds General
Assembly meeting

Kuwait’s inguinal
hernia cases
within int’l levels
KUWAIT: Bariatric
Surgeon at Sabah Hospital
Dr Mohammad Al-Sulaimi
said inguinal hernia repre-
sents nearly 75 percent of
worldwide cases of hernia
that take place under the
abdominal wall, adding that
it occurs on the right side of
the abdomen more than the
left, and that it occurs in
men seven times more often
than in women. He said
some inguinal hernia do not cause any symptoms; the
patient may even not realize he has hernia, and may
discover it by accident during a routine medical
checkup. He said the patient may notice or feel the
protrusion caused by hernia, adding that it will be
more clear when standing, coughing or when the
patient is exhausted. He said the general symptoms
of the inguinal hernia is having a swelling in the
abdominal area that may disappear when the patient
lies down, feeling heaviness in the abdominal area,
and being uncomfortable when carrying something
or bending over.

Dr Sulaimi said the number of cases of inguinal
hernia in Kuwait is still within the international rates,
adding that there are two types of such hernia;
direct, which occurs at the abdominal wall and does
not get to the scrotum, and indirect, which may reach
there. He said treatment can take place through sur-
gery, to push the hernia back and insert a mesh to
strengthen the muscles of the abdominal wall. Dr
Sulaimi advised quick treatment of hernia to avoid
complications, bearing in mind that prevention is bet-
ter than treatment. He said prevention includes main-
taining a normal weight, exercising regularly, avoid-
ing exhaustion and not picking up heavy things.

Chamber optimistic in
‘satisfactory’ solution
on 60+ expats’ ban
KUWAIT: As a ban on employment of expatriates
without university degrees who reach the age of 60
and above is fast approaching, several questions
have been raised about the negative economic
repercussions on some activities. Occupational
activities may be badly affected because they will
lose skilled workers who contributed and are still
contributing in developing their work and transfer-
ring knowledge and accumulated experience to
future generations. Many owners believe that the
decision is unjust towards occupational workers
who were trained inside and outside Kuwait and
honed their skills until they became experts, and it is

not fair to let them go in this fashion, reads a report
published by Al-Qabas Arabic daily yesterday.

Kuwait Chamber of Commerce Chairman
Mohammad Jassim Al-Saqer says in the report that
the chamber is preparing an integrated technical
study related to its views on resolving the country’s
demographic imbalance, which is expected to be
ready soon. Commenting on the 60-year decision,
Saqer said several meetings with Social Affairs
Minister Mariam Al-Aqeel and Director General of
the Public Authority for Manpower Ahmad Al-
Mousa were held. “We found them cooperative,
which indicates that a final solution may be reached
on the ban of employing those 60 and above with-
out degrees in a way that satisfies all parties,” he
said. He added the authority’s decision, besides
being not right, has negative effects on certain eco-
nomic activities, adding that the peak of a man’s
contributions are during the period between 60 and
70 years of age.

KUWAIT: Airport customs officers discovered objects suspected of being Pharaonic artifacts, which
were hidden in a baggage that arrived to Kuwait yesterday. An officer had suspicions about a personal
luggage shipped from Egypt, so it was inspected and the relics were found. The pieces will be handed
to the artifacts and museums department of the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters.

Kuwait customs seize suspected
Pharaonic artifacts

KUWAIT: KJA’s secretary Adnan Al-Rashid (second from left) speaks during the
meeting. KJA general assembly members attend the meeting.

Dr Mohammad 
Al-Sulaimi


