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ABU DIS: A picture taken from this West Bank town separated from Jerusalem by Israel’s controversial barrier shows the Dome of the Rock (top) in Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound and the Jewish cemetery of Mount of Olives
(right) on Monday. — AFP 

Speculation mounts as Israel seeks to mend ties 
JERUSALEM: Speculation is mounting that Israel and
Saudi Arabia may be about to normalize ties after Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly held secret
talks in the kingdom. If a deal is done, Saudi Arabia
would become the sixth Arab nation to recognize Israel
after historic accords since September with the UAE,
Bahrain and Sudan. We look at the Jewish state’s turbu-
lent history with its Arab neighbors with whom it has
fought no less than eight wars.

Decades of war 
Israel is created on May 14, 1948 on parts of British-

mandated Palestine three years after the end of World
War II, when the Nazis killed more than six million
Jews. It immediately comes under attack from its Arab
neighbors, but repels them. More than 760,000
Palestinians are either driven from their homes or flee,
becoming refugees. In 1956, Israel attacks Egypt with
Britain and France over the nationalization of the Suez
Canal. All three are forced to withdraw by the United
States and the then-Soviet Union. In June 1967, Israel

wins a crushing victory over its Arab neighbors in the
Six-Day War, seizing the West Bank and east Jerusalem
from Jordan, the Golan Heights from Syria and the
Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula from Egypt. In 1973,
Egypt and Syria launch a surprise attack on the Jewish
holiday of Yom Kippur but are held off despite initial
advances.

First peace treaty
Egyptian president Anwar Sadat becomes the first

Arab leader to visit Israel in 1977. Two years later, they
sign the first peace treaty between Israel and an Arab
state. A second peace accord, with Jordan, comes in
1994, formally ending 46 years of war between the two
neighbors.

Lebanon invasions 
In 1978 and again in 1982, Israel invades civil war-

wracked Lebanon in a bid to halt cross-border attacks
by Palestinian militants. Israeli troops remain in southern
Lebanon until 2000.

Intifadas, Oslo accords 
The first Palestinian intifada, or uprising, erupts in

1987. It ends in 1993 when Israel agrees to limited
Palestinian autonomy in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
as an interim step towards a comprehensive peace
agreement. The so-called Oslo accords are sealed with
a historic handshake between Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat and Israel premier Yitzhak Rabin, who is later
assassinated by a Jewish extremist. The second intifada
breaks out in 2000 when right-wing Israeli opposition
leader Ariel Sharon pays a provocative visit to the Al-
Aqsa mosque compound in annexed east Jerusalem.

The wall and Gaza wars
The Israeli army reoccupies much of the West Bank

and begins building a separation barrier that cuts deep into
occupied territory. In 2005, Israel withdraws all troops and
settlers from Gaza after 38 years of occupation. It imposes
a crippling blockade on the strip after Islamist group
Hamas seizes control in 2007. Israel launches three deadly
offensives against Gaza in six years, the latest in 2014.

Trump support 
In December 2017, US President Donald Trump

recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, a declaration
condemned by the Palestinians who regard east
Jerusalem as the capital of their future state. In
March 2019, Trump recognizes Israel’s 1981 annexa-
tion of the Golan Heights. On January 28, 2020,
Trump unveils a controversial Middle East peace plan
that would pave the way for Israel’s annexation of
swathes of the West Bank.

Deals with UAE, Bahrain 
In a surprise announcement in August, Trump says

Israel and the United Arab Emirates have reached an
“historic” agreement to normalize ties. Israel agrees to
“suspend” annexation of parts of the occupied West
Bank, without saying for how long. On September 11,
Trump announces that Bahrain and Israel will also nor-
malize ties. The Palestinians condemn the accords as a
“stab in the back”. Weeks later, Israel approves plans
for 4,948 more settler homes in the West Bank.—AFP

KENOSHA, Wisconsin: In this file photo taken on Aug 25,
2020, protestors face off with police outside the county
courthouse during demonstrations against the shooting
of Jacob Blake. — AFP 

‘IS bride’ a threat to 
UK national security 
LONDON: A woman who joined the Islamic State in
Syria would pose “a clear and present threat” to national
security if allowed to return to Britain to appeal a deci-
sion to revoke her citizenship, the UK government told
the Supreme Court on Monday. The Conservative gov-
ernment has asked the country’s highest court to decide if
Shamima Begum, 21, can come back to pursue an in-per-
son appeal of the 2019 decision to strip her of British citi-
zenship. The Court of Appeal ruled in her favor in July,
but the government immediately appealed, insisting she
remains “aligned” with the Islamic State (IS) group.

“The exposure of the public to an increased risk of
terrorism is not justifiable or appropriate in this case on
fairness grounds,” James Eadie, a lawyer acting for the
interior ministry, told a five-judge panel. “What we sub-
mit is that those who travelled (to Syria)... pose a clear
and present threat specifically on return.” Begum was 15
when she and two other schoolgirls from Bethnal Green,
east London, left home to join the jihadist group on
February 17, 2015. She claims she married a Dutch con-
vert soon after arriving in IS-held territory. She was dis-
covered, nine months pregnant, in a Syrian refugee camp
in February last year.

Her newborn baby died soon after she gave birth. Two
of her other children also died under IS rule. Then-home
secretary Sajid Javid last year annulled Begum’s British
citizenship on national security grounds. She took legal
action, arguing the decision was unlawful as it had made
her stateless and exposed her to the risk of death or
inhuman and degrading treatment. British-born Begum is
of Bangladeshi heritage. But Bangladesh’s foreign minis-
ter has said he will not consider granting her citizenship.

‘Current threat’ 
Begum’s high-profile flight with her friends from

Britain to Syria via Turkey in 2015 was followed by an
international manhunt.  Her discovery in the Al Roj camp
after the group’s defeat in Syria and the subsequent
months of legal wrangling over her return has regularly
prompted outcries in Britain’s right-wing press. Rights
groups have argued human rights principles are at stake
and Begum should answer for any crimes in her home
country. Lawyer David Pannick, representing her at the
two-day Supreme Court hearing, said Britons have a “fair
and effective appeal right unless parliament has clearly
indicated to the contrary”. “Ms Begum wants to appeal,
she wants to exercise a meaningful right of appeal,” he
added. But the British government is adamant she cannot
return. Detailing its various legal arguments, Eadie quot-
ed extensively from a security services’ analysis written
in 2017 and since updated. Officials believe those who
have spent significant time in IS territory have been “rad-
icalized and desensitized to violence,” he said.

Eadie cited recent interviews Begum gave to UK
newspapers in which she insisted she did not regret trav-
elling to Syria and had not been fazed seeing severed
heads dumped in bins.  He said Begum’s inability to be
present at an appeal of the citizenship ruling was due to
her original decision to leave Britain. “It was her travel to
Syria and alignment with (IS) that provided that basis for
deprivation,” Eadie said. However, Pannick countered that
Begum’s circumstances and comments in interview
should not prevent her getting “the proper opportunity
to present her case”. —AFP

Social media fueling 
real-world violence 
NEW YORK: On August 25, Hannah Gittings watched
in horror as her friend Anthony Huber was fatally shot
during a demonstration in Kenosha, Wisconsin, to
protest the police killing of a Black man at the hands of
police. The events turned violent when an extreme
right militia group called the Kenosha Guard called on
Facebook followers to “protect” the city, and a 17-
year-old member of the group opened fire on Huber
with a semi-automatic rifle. Gittings blamed Facebook
for failing to take down what seemed to be a clear
incitement of violence.

The page “was left up and not only left up, it was
deemed not threatening, not a danger when they’re
clearly people blatantly inciting violence, saying
they’re going to shoot Black people,” Gittings told a
news conference organized by the activist group
Avaaz. The tragic incident highlighted concerns that
social networks such as Facebook are being used to
foment real-world violence with little or no control by
the platforms.

Facebook and other social platforms, which are also
often used to organize peaceful events and pro-
democracy movements, have been condemned for fail-
ing to stop a range of abusive and hateful content
including organized violence such as the massacre of
the Rohingya minority in Myanmar and the beheading
of French schoolteacher Samuel Paty near Paris. A
Facebook spokesperson, queried by AFP, said, “We
remain vigilant when it comes to policing hate speech,
calls for violence, and misinformation.” The company
said that since August it identified over 600 militarized
social movements, and removed their pages or
accounts, as part of an effort that took down 22.1 mil-
lion posts containing “hate speech.” “We always know
there is more to do, which is why we’re constantly
working to improve our technology and tighten our
policies when necessary to keep dangerous content
off our platform,” the company said.—AFP


