
LONDON: Novak Djokovic, Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal have been 
absent from the title match at the ATP 
Finals for the past two years, replaced 
by younger rivals seeking to smash 
their monopoly. Instead of the “Big 
Three” it was Dominic Thiem and 
Daniil Medvedev who took centre 
stage at London’s O2 Arena on Sunday, 
with Russia’s Medvedev coming out on 
top. But do the results at the season-
ending tournament signal the end of an 
era for men’s tennis or another false 
dawn for the chasing pack? 
 

Poor predictor    
The demise of Djokovic and Nadal 

at the hands of younger rivals on a dra-
matic Saturday in London felt signifi-
cant, and not just for the results them-
selves. Austria’s Thiem, 27, produced an 
astonishing comeback from 4-0 down 
in the deciding tie-break to beat world 
number one Djokovic-after squander-
ing four match points in the second-set 
tie-break. Fourth-seed Medvedev did 
not let the loss of the first set to Nadal 
faze him, roaring back to end the 
Spaniard’s record of 71 consecutive 
wins after winning the opening set. 

But recent history shows the sea-
son-ending ATP Finals do not provide 
a reliable indicator of what is to come 

the following season. Medvedev, 24, is 
the sixth different winner of the event 
in six years. Since Andy Murray lifted 
the trophy in 2016, the champions have 
been Grigor Dimitrov, Alexander 
Zverev and Stefanos Tsitsipas, who can 
boast just one Grand Slam final appear-
ance between them. Indoor hard courts 
are Nadal’s weakest surface while 
Djokovic has not played his best in 
London since a run of four titles in a 
row from 2012 to 2015. Federer, absent 
this year with an injury, lifted the last of 
his six titles at the event in 2011. 

 
Grand Slam dominance    

The Grand Slams remain the ulti-
mate prizes in tennis and the period of 
unprecedented dominance for the Big 
Three is far from over. They have won 
an astonishing 56 of the past 67 
majors between them, including 14 of 
the last 15. Thiem finally broke the 
stranglehold by winning this year’s US 
Open but Nadal and Federer did not 
take part and Djokovic was the clear 
favorite until his disqualification. 
Nadal has just won a 13th French 
Open title without dropping a set and 
he and Djokovic especially will still be 
the strong favorites going into 2021. 
The Spanish veteran issued a chilling 
warning to the young pretenders after 

his defeat to Medvedev in London. 
“My motivation has been always the 
same,” he said. “Next year is going be 
an important year. I hope to be ready 
to fight for the things that I want to 
fight (for).”  

Pundits have predicted a changing 
of the guard many times over the past 
few years but such predictions have 
always proved premature. It is impos-
sible to delay the inevitable of 

course-Federer will be 40 next year 
and has missed almost the whole 
2020 season fol lowing two knee 
operations. Nadal is 34 and Djokovic 
33 and both can be shakier in the big 
moments than they once were. Thiem, 
Medvedev, Zverev and Tsitsipas have 
had more success against the Big 
Three than the generations before 
them, and an even younger genera-
tion is making waves.  — AFP 

      News in brief

Saudi to host Formula E  
 
DIRIYAH: Saudi Arabia will host Formula E’s 
first ever night race with a double-header in 
Diriyah next February, the all-electric series 
announced yesterday. Organizers said low con-
sumption LED floodlights would be powered by 
fully renewable energy, using low-carbon certi-
fied hydrogenated vegetable oil made from sus-
tainable materials. Diriyah has hosted Formula E 
since 2018 and next year’s races will be the third 
and fourth in a championship that starts in Chile. 
Saudi Arabia is also due to host a Formula One 
race for the first time next year and that will also 
be at night, in Jeddah in November. —Reuters 
 
 
NRL shock as rising star dies  
 
SYDNEY: Australia’s National Rugby League 
was in shock yesterday at the sudden death of 
promising Manly Warringah Sea Eagles rookie 
Keith Titmuss at the age of just 20. The club said 
Titmuss “took ill” after training in Sydney on 
Monday morning and was taken to hospital but 
died a short time later. “We are all devastated by 
this news,” Manly coach Des Hasler said in a 
statement late Monday. “Keith was a very popu-
lar character amongst the playing group. He will 
be sorely missed but never forgotten by the Sea 
Eagles.” The club did not give a cause of death 
for Titmuss, who had advanced through Manly’s 
junior ranks to become a full-time squad member 
on the brink of breaking into first grade. NRL 
chief executive Andrew Abdo said the league was 
offering support to Titmuss’ family and team-
mates. “This is a tragic day for rugby league,” he 
said. “The game has lost a promising young play-
er with the world at his feet.” — AFP  
 
 
Latest EPL COVID-19 tests 
 
LONDON: The English Premier League (EPL) 
said on Monday that eight people had returned 
positive results in its latest round of COVID-19 
tests conducted on players and staff last week. 
The league said the individuals who had tested 
positive for the novel coronavirus would now 
self-isolate for 10 days. “The Premier League can 
today confirm that between Monday 16 
November and Sunday 22 November, 1,530 play-
ers and club staff were tested for COVID-19,” the 
league said in a statement. A total of 76 people 
have tested positive for the virus in 12 rounds of 
testing this season. There have been more than 
1.5 million COVID-19 infections and over 55,000 
deaths in the United Kingdom, according to a 
Reuters tally. — Reuters 
 
 
Griezmann denies rift with Messi 
 
BARCELONA: Barcelona forward Antoine 
Griezmann has dismissed talk of a rift with team 
mate Lionel Messi and said he had nothing to do 
with recent comments about the Argentine for-
ward from his former agent and his uncle. Earlier 
this month, Griezmann’s former agent Eric Olhats 
said Messi’s “reign of terror” had made life diffi-
cult for Griezmann, while the French forward’s 
uncle said it was not easy to play in the same club 
as the six-time Ballon d’Or winner. Messi hit back 
last week, saying he was tired of being blamed for 
problems at Barcelona. Griezmann said he could 
no longer remain silent on the matter. “I have been 
putting up with comments for a long while and 
now it’s time to say enough,” he was quoted as 
saying in an interview with Movistar. “My agent is 
my sister, but she doesn’t speak. Neither do my 
parents. As no one speaks, Eric offers an opinion 
but that can do a lot of damage and create doubts 
about my relationship with Leo. —Reuters 
 
 
Masks for players on sidelines  
 
NEW YORK: Players in the National Football 
League (NFL) must wear masks on the sidelines 
unless they have their helmet on and are prepar-
ing to enter the game, the league said on Monday 
as it unveiled an enhanced set of COVID-19 pro-
tocols. In a memo distributed to teams, the NFL 
also outlined increased safety regulations for 
play-callers and said post-game interactions 
between players and staff would be limited. 
Players that failed to comply would be subject to 
discipline, the league said. “Clubs are required to 
enforce these rules. Violations by players and/or 
staff will result in accountability measures being 
imposed upon the club,” the NFL said. The 
league added that the maximum number of play-
ers permitted to travel to road games would be 
reduced to 62 and access to club facilities would 
be limited for non-essential personnel. From 
Week 13, all members of a team’s traveling party 
must wear N95 or KN95 masks on team planes 
and buses, it said.—Reuters
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Dimitris Kyrsanidis performs during a photoshoot in Greece. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com 

LONDON: Austria’s Dominic Thiem consoles Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (left) after his 
victory in their men’s singles semi-final match on day seven of the ATP World Tour 
Finals tennis tournament at the O2 Arena in London on November 21, 2020. Thiem won 
the match 7-5, 6-7, 7-6. — AFP  

Younger rivals seek to smash the monopoly 

By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait 
Shooting Sport Club 
Assistant Secretary 
Eng Mohammad Al-
Ghurba said official 
training for HH the 
Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah Annual 
Shooting Tournament 
will start from 4:00 pm today as the champi-
onship kicks off in full swing and continue until 
Saturday. 

The organizing committee of the tourna-
ment held its final preparatory meeting on 
Sunday with tournament director Obaid Al-
Osaimi. As for refereeing, international referee 
Hamad Al-Ruwaisan, who heads the shotgun 
committee said the committee is getting ready 
as planned, and has held several refresher 
courses before the launch of the tournament 
which marks the beginning of the shooting 
season. 

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Pistol and 
Rifle referees committee Khalid Al-Jurayed 
said it was necessary to start early prepara-
tions, as the committee started holding meet-
ings earlier to review the rules and introduce 
new changes in the international law. He said 
referees for all events 10m pistol and rifle, 
25m rapid pistol, 50 meter rifle are ready. 
Both Al-Ruwaisan and Al-Jurayed thanked 
KSSC Board of Directors. 

Kuwait Shooting  
Tournament  
kicks off SYDNEY: All Blacks players are being deliberately 

provoked during practice to improve their discipline 
ahead of Saturday’s grudge match against Argentina, 
assistant coach John Plumtree revealed yesterday. 
Plumtree said poor self-control was a major reason 
why the All Blacks posted back-to-back defeats for 
the first time since 2011 when they succumbed to Los 
Pumas on November 14. 

Head coach Ian Foster has found unusual ways to 
ensure there is no repeat during the return Tri 
Nations fixture in Newcastle on Saturday, Plumtree 
said. “We’ve put a big focus on it during training, put-
ting players under pressure,” Plumtree told a confer-
ence call. “Fozzie’s been working really hard on com-
ing up with some creative games where potentially 
the players might get a little bit upset with some of 

his decisions, particularly on refereeing.” 
He said the players had “come a long way” in con-

taining their emotions on the pitch and helping one 
another remain calm in pressure situations. The three-
time world champions committed a combined 26 
penalties in successive defeats to Australia and 
Argentina, gifting their opponents decisive points. The 
South Americans are expected to adopt similar nig-
gling tactics on Saturday. Fullback Beauden Barrett 
said the players acknowledged the problem and were 
working to address it. 

“It starts with discipline, it starts with the indi-
vidual,” he said. “It’s like a skill or physical training. 
We need to train the brain as well.” Barrett said the 
All Blacks were grateful they still have the chance 
to win the Tri Nations if they post a convincing win 
over Argentina on Saturday. He said the there had 
been an edge at training and the New Zealanders 
were pr imed for  Argent ina after  their  last 
encounter. “I don’t think you can question our heart 
but you can probably question the missed opportu-
nities and lack of taking them,” he said. “We want to 
finish strongly in this competition and finish our 
year on a high.” —  AFP  

Young Woods, bubbly  
Kim, big-hitter Wilco:  
Golf talking points 

 
HONG KONG: A family affair, champagne celebra-
tions and some very, very long drives feature in AFP 
Sport’s golf talking points this week: 
 

Tiger and cub  
Much excitement is being generated by the news 

that Tiger Woods and his 15-year-old son Charlie will 
team up for the first time on a golf course at the PNC 
Championship over the weekend of December 19-20 
in Orlando, Florida. And judging by footage on social 
media, young Charlie is a chip off the old block when 
it comes to swinging a club with an action eerily 
reminiscent of his 15-time major-winning father. But 
though the all-conquering Woods senior and son 
have been installed among the favorites for the event, 
where 20 major-winners partner a family member, 

they face some stiff competition. Also teeing up will 
be world number three Justin Thomas and his father 
Mike, who is a golf teaching professional in the fami-
ly’s home state of Kentucky. 

Matt Kuchar and his 13-year son Cameron and 
Tom Lehman and 25-year-old Tom Junior are 
expected also to be among the challengers. But don’t 
rule out the defending champions, 63-year-old 
Bernhard Langer and son Jason, 20, who plays on the 
University of Pennsylvania team. Bernhard is in tip-
top form having just become the oldest player to 
make the cut at the Masters, where he finished tied 
29th at three-under par, and Jason will be raring for 
some action after his collegiate season was cancelled 
because of the coronavirus pandemic.  

 
Drunk on success  

Having shaken off the tag of being the best player 
never to win a women’s major when she broke through 
at the PGA Championship last month, South Korea’s 
Kim Sei-young wasted no time in adding a 12th LPGA 
Tour title on her next tournament outing last weekend. 
The 27-year-old Kim’s remarkable consistency-she 
also has 51 top-10 finishes since making her LPGA 

debut in 2015, and has not finished lower than tied 
18th this year-means she is now within a whisker of 
becoming world number one for the first time. 

Kim is now the third most prolific South Korean 
LPGA player of all time, trailing only Park In-bee who 
has 20 wins and Pak Se-ri (25) whose PGA 
Championship victory in 1998 inspired an explosion 
of female Korean golfing talent. So Kim could be for-
given for wanting to celebrate a little, after victory at 
the Pelican Championship in Florida on Sunday, 
though a drenching in champagne left her a little tipsy, 
she giggled afterwards. “My friends put it on my 
head, and then my T-shirt and everything. I feel like I 
take a shower in the champagne,” Kim laughed. “Then 
I drink a little bit and feel, you know, a little drunk.” 

Everyone has been fixated by Bryson 
DeChambeau’s quest for speed and power this year 
but a young South African has smacked a drive that 
echoed around the world. Wilco Nienaber’s 439-
yard rocket off the tee at the 597-yard par-five 
fourth hole in the opening round of the European 
Tour’s Joburg Open-albeit heavily altitude-assist-
ed-launched the 20-year-old into global golfing 
headlines.   — AFP  
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