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Rams use air assault to sink Buccaneers
Bengals woes mount; Burrow to undergo reconstructive surgery

TAMPA: Chris Godwin #14 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers scores on a 13-yard pass during the fourth quarter in the game against the Los Angeles Rams on November 23, 2020 in Tampa, Florida. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Jared Goff passed for three 
touchdowns and 376 yards as the Los Angeles Rams 
showed their offensive versatility on Monday with a 
27-24 victory over Tom Brady’s Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Goff completed 39 of 51 passes includ-
ing a combined 23 completions to his favourite tar-
gets Robert Woods and Cooper Kupp in front of a 
pandemic-limited crowd of 33,600 in Tampa Florida.  

Woods had a dozen catches for 130 yards and 
Kupp caught 11 passes for 145 yards as the Rams 
shelved their traditional running game to beat the 
Buccaneers with an air assault. “It is about time we 
started to click a little bit,” said Goff of his receiving 
corps. “It was a fun night. This shows we are versa-
tile. We have been running the ball all year, and we 
had to throw it tonight.” Matt Gay booted a 40-
yard field goal with 2:36 left and Jordan Fuller 
grabbed his second interception of the game less 

than a minute later in the battle between two of the 
top teams in the NFC.  

“We got back to ourselves on the last drive and 
put some points on the board,” said Goff. “Our 
defense stepped up and did a great job. That’s a 
good offence we played today.” The Rams improved 
to 7-3 to keep pace with first place Seattle 
Seahawks, while the second place Buccaneers lost 
some ground to the New Orleans Saints in their 
division. The contest featured an all-Black officiat-
ing crew for the first time in NFL history. Leading 
the way was Jerome Boger, who is in his 15th season 
as a referee and 17th overall as an NFL official. 

Brady’s Buccaneers lost for the second time in 
three games and the NFL’s all-time touchdown pass 
leader had a rough night, throwing two intercep-
tions. “He misread the coverage,” Tampa coach 
Bruce Arians said of Brady’s second interception 

with just under two minutes left which clinched the 
win for Los Angeles. Brady completed 26 of 48 
passes for 216 yards with two touchdowns. The two 
TD passes lifted Brady’s career number to 566, 
allowing him to pass injured New Orleans Saints 
quarterback Drew Brees (565) for the most in 
league history.  

 
Bengals woes mount 

Meanwhile, Cincinnati Bengals rookie quarter-
back Joe Burrow will undergo season-ending sur-
gery to repair a torn ACL and MCL in his left knee, 
the US media reported on Monday. Burrow, who 
started 10 games for the last place Bengals this 
season, was injured early in the third quarter of a 
lopsided 20-9 defeat to Washington on Sunday. 
Burrow was officially placed on the Bengals’ 
injured list on Monday. An MRI on the knee indi-

cated there could be some other structural damage 
in addition to the torn ACL and MCL. Bengals 
coach Zac Taylor added that the Bengals “expect 
him to make a full recovery”, but Taylor did not 
provide details on when they expected him to 
return, the NFL.com reported. 

Burrow went down after getting hit below the 
waist while another defender hit him high from the 
opposite side on a throw. Burrow, the overall top 
pick in the 2020 entry draft, had completed 22 of 34 
passing attempts for 203 yards and a touchdown 
with one fumble against Washington. The Bengals 
are 2-7-1 this season in the AFC North Division, 
having failed to win a game on the road. They are 2-
2 at home. Burrow has completed 264 of 404 passes 
for a 65 percent completion ratio. He has thrown 13 
touchdown passes but has been intercepted five 
times and sacked 32 times. — Agencies 

LONDON: Burnley won for the first time in the 
Premier League this season as Chris Wood sealed 
a 1-0 victory against Crystal  Palace, while 
Southampton missed a chance to go third in their 
1-1 draw at Wolves on Monday. Burnley had failed 
to win any of their first seven games in the joint 
worst start to a season in the club’s history. 

Sean Dyche’s side were the only Premier 
League team yet to score a home goal this term 
until New Zealand striker Wood put them ahead in 
the first half against Palace. That was enough to 
clinch a much-needed three points for Burnley, 
who climbed out of the relegation zone at the 
expense of Fulham. “We created two or three 
golden chances, we take one and it gets a bit 
nervy because we hadn’t found that first win. To 
get that one done will do us the world of good,” 
Dyche said. “We have got a group that can chal-
lenge. We have had a tough start but that has 
been coming.” 

Palace were missing Ivory Coast forward 
Wilfried Zaha after he tested positive for coron-
avirus and Roy Hodgson’s side lacked a cutting 
edge without him as they slumped to a second 
defeat in three games. Burnley had managed just 
three league goals this season and hadn’t scored 
since October 3 when Ashley Westwood netted in 

a loss at Newcastle. But Wood ended that four-
game goalless run in the eighth minute when he 
fired home from Jay Rodriguez’s flick after a poor 
headed clearance from Cheikhou Kouyate. 

Palace went close to equalizing when Andros 
Townsend’s curling effort forced a fine save from 
Nick Pope. Burnley were inches away from dou-
bling their lead through Johann Gudmundsson, 
whose rising strike from the edge of the area can-
noned off the bar. Michy Batshuayi should have 
equalized when he latched onto Dwight McNeil’s 
wayward back-pass, but Pope was quickly off his 
line to block the Belgian’s scuffed shot. Pope was 
in superb form and he came to Burnley’s rescue 
again in stoppage time when he somehow clawed 
away Christian Benteke’s close-range shot. 

 
Revitalized Walcott 

At Molineux, Southampton were on course for 
a fourth successive win when Theo Walcott put 
them ahead in the second half. 

But Pedro Neto came off the bench to equalize 
as fifth-placed Southampton had to settle for 
extending their unbeaten run to seven matches. “I 
am happy. For everyone it was a tough game, tacti-
cally so demanding, it was like chess. They played 
4-3-3, we didn’t expect that but we found the 

answers,” Southampton manager Ralph Hasenhuttl 
said. Wolves boss Nuno Espirito Santo added: “I 
think it was a foul for their goal. After that it was 
about reacting to that incident. The boys did that. 
We finished the game well, creating chances.” 

Walcott has thrived in a central striker’s role 
for Southampton since Danny Ings was injured 
and the converted winger tested Wolves keeper 
Rui Patricio in the first half with a snap shot. 
Southampton took the lead in the 58th minute, 
with a touch of controversy about the goal. 
Wolves were frustrated that Stuart Armstrong’s 
barge into Rayan Ait-Nouri went unpunished in 
the build-up before Che Adams sent a low cross 
to the unmarked Walcott, who slotted home 

from close-range. 
It  was the 31-year-old’s f irst  goal for 

Southampton since rejoining them on loan from 
Everton in October. His last league goal for 
Southampton came in his first spell there almost 
15 years ago. Walcott should have netted again 
after Adams’ pass put him clean through, but this 
time he side-footed wide from 12 yards. It was a 
crucial miss as Wolves equalized in the 75th 
minute as Raul Jimenez’s fierce drive bounced 
back off the post to Neto and the substitute drove 
his first-time strike past Alex McCarthy. Neto 
nearly snatched a winner in the closing minute 
when his low drive was well  saved by 
McCarthy.— AFP 

        English Premier League standings

Tottenham 9 6 2 1 21 9 20 
Liverpool 9 6 2 1 21 16 20 
Chelsea 9 5 3 1 22 10 18 
Leicester 9 6 0 3 18 12 18 
Southampton 9 5 2 2 17 13 17 
Everton 9 5 1 3 19 16 16 
Aston Villa 8 5 0 3 19 11 15 
West Ham 9 4 2 3 15 10 14 
Wolves 9 4 2 3 9 10 14 
Man Utd 8 4 1 3 13 14 13 

Crystal Palace 9 4 1 4 12 13 13 
Arsenal 9 4 1 4 9 10 13 
Man City 8 3 3 2 10 11 12 
Leeds 9 3 2 4 14 17 11 
Newcastle 9 3 2 4 10 15 11 
Brighton 9 2 3 4 13 15 9 
Burnley 8 1 2 5 4 12 5 
Fulham 9 1 1 7 9 18 4 
West Brom 9 0 3 6 6 18 3 
Sheffield Utd 9 0 1 8 4 15 1

English Premier League table after Monday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Wood ends Burnley’s wait 


