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Amir asks Cabinet to stay  
on, prepare for elections

Govt submits resignation • Assembly term to end on Oct 8: Speaker
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday submitted the resigna-
tion of his Cabinet to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who in turn renewed 
confidence in the Cabinet and asked it to continue 
its constitutional duties. The Amir called on the gov-
ernment to continue its preparations for the forth-
coming parliamentary elections expected to be held 
in late November or early December.  

According to the constitution, the cabinet must 
resign immediately after the announcement of the 
election results to pave the way to form a new cabi-
net. HH Sheikh Nawaf also called on everyone to 
abide by their duties and responsibilities in line with 
the constitution and laws in order to achieve 
progress for Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, the current four-year term of the 
National Assembly will officially close tomorrow, 
Oct 8, after a one-week delay due to the demise of 
late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. The Assembly was supposed to end its term 
on Oct 1. Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem 
said HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf issued a new Amiri 

decree calling to close the Assembly term after 
withdrawing an earlier decree immediately after 
taking the oath in the Assembly on Sept 30. 

Ghanem insisted that the new procedure is com-
pletely in line with the constitution and there are no 
doubts about the constitutionality of the process. 
The speaker said if the Amir decides to appoint a 
new crown prince by today, he will convene a spe-
cial Assembly session to endorse the crown prince 
and for him to take the oath. The session will be 
held tomorrow. If the crown prince is not appointed 
today, then an extraordinary session will be called 
immediately after the appointment is made. 

According to the constitution, the new Amir 
has one year to appoint a new crown prince. He 
can nominate one person as a crown prince who 
must secure the endorsement of the Assembly. If 
the Assembly rejects the nominee, then the Amir 
has to appoint three candidates, from whom the 
Assembly will elect one on the basis of a majori-
ty vote. Ghanem also said two special sessions 
will be held today - the first at 9 am to pay trib-
ute to late Sheikh Sabah, and the second at 1 pm 
to debate and approve a number of legislations 
and reports. 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday to submit the Cabinet’s 
resignation. — KUNA  

Intubation less risky  
 
PARIS: Procedures like inserting or removing 
breathing tubes, which were thought to pose a 
serious danger of COVID-19 transmission to 
health workers, produce less aerosols than a 
normal cough, according to new research pub-
lished yesterday. Researchers found tube inser-
tion generated approximately one thousandth of 
the aerosol generated by a single cough. Tube 
removal produced more aerosol, but researchers 
said this was still less than 25 percent of that 
produced by a voluntary cough. — AFP 

UAE passes 100,000 infections 
 
DUBAI: The UAE, with a population of around 
9.9 million people, surpassed 100,000 recorded 
cases of COVID-19 infection yesterday. The 
UAE, whose tally stands at 100,794 infections 
and 421 deaths, has seen the number of daily 
new cases surge over the past two months from 
164 on Aug 3 to a new high of 1,231 cases on 
Saturday. — Reuters 

Iran reports record cases 
 
TEHRAN: Iran announced yesterday more than 
4,000 new cases of COVID-19 infection, the 
most in a single day for the country hardest hit 
by the pandemic. “The number of infected per-
sons... is 4,151” in the past 24 hours, during 
which “we unfortunately lost 227 of our dear 
compatriots”, said health ministry spokeswoman 
Sima Sadat Lari. According to Iran’s official fig-
ures, the pandemic has claimed 27,419 lives out 
of a total 479,825 cases of infection in the 
Islamic republic. — AFP 

Palestinian leadership slammed 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s former intelligence 
chief and ambassador to the United States, 
Prince Bandar bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz, 
slammed the Palestinian leadership for criticiz-
ing the decision of some Gulf states to normal-
ize ties with Israel. In an interview with Saudi-
owned Al Arabiya television aired on Monday, 
the prince labeled the Palestinian authorities’ 
criticism a “transgression” and “reprehensible 
discourse”. —  Reuters  

BERLIN: Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi (left) greets UAE Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan as German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas looks on during a visit to the Holocaust Memorial yesterday. — AFP 

BERLIN: The foreign ministers of 
Israel and the United Arab Emirates 
yesterday visited the Holocaust 
Memorial in Berlin during their “his-
toric” first meeting, a major step for-
ward for their new relations. Israel’s 
Gabi Ashkenazi and UAE counterpart 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan 
bumped elbows in line with measures 
to halt the spread of the coronavirus. 
It was their first face-to-face meeting 
since their countries set asides 
decades of enmity and signed a US-

brokered deal in mid-September to 
normalize ties. 

Accompanied by their host 
German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, 
the pair walked through the sombre 
monument, a vast undulating labyrinth 
of more than 2,700 grey concrete 
blocks spread over an area equivalent 
to three football fields. It commemo-
rates the slaughter of six million Jews 
by Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime. Visibly 
relaxed, Ashkenazi and Sheikh 
Abdullah shared a few words as they 
visited the monument’s underground 
museum and signed the visitors’ book.  

Sheikh Abdullah wrote “never 
again,” according to a photo tweeted 
by an Israeli diplomat. Ashkenazi 
looked forward in his message saying 
the meeting “symbolises the 
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump removes his mask upon returning 
to the White House from Walter Reed National Military Medical Center on 
Monday. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: A screen displays the winners of the 2020 Nobel Prize in Physics 
- (from left) Briton Roger Penrose, Reinhard Genzel of Germany  and Andrea 
Ghez of the US - during a press conference at the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Defying critics, US 
President Donald Trump yesterday 
said Americans were learning to live 
with COVID-19, a day after returning 
to the White House for further inten-
sive treatment after being hospitalized 
with the coronavirus. Trump, who 
returned late on Monday after nearly 

four days at Walter Reed Medical 
Center outside Washington, was due 
to receive a fifth transfusion of the 
antiviral drug remdesivir while being 
treated with the steroid dexametha-
sone, normally used only in the most 
severe cases. 

Trump said yesterday he wants the 
next debate against his Democratic 
challenger Joe Biden to go ahead 
despite his bout of coronavirus. “I am 
looking forward to the debate on the 
evening of Thursday, October 15th in 
Miami. It will be great!” Trump tweet-
ed. The Republican president, who is 
running against Biden in an election  
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STOCKHOLM: Roger Penrose of 
Britain, Reinhard Genzel of Germany 
and Andrea Ghez of the US won the 
Nobel Physics Prize yesterday for their 
research into black holes, the Nobel 
jury said. The physicists were selected 
“for their discoveries about one of the 

most exotic phenomena in the universe, 
the black hole,” the Nobel Committee 
said.  

Penrose, 89, was honored for show-
ing “that the general theory of relativity 
leads to the formation of black holes”, 
while Genzel, 68, and Ghez, 55, were 
jointly awarded for discovering “that an 
invisible and extremely heavy object 
governs the orbits of stars at the center 
of our galaxy,” the jury said. Ghez is 
just the fourth woman to receive the 
physics prize since 1901 when the first 
Nobel prizes were handed out.  
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